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agerofthedrl..u.t'l‘oronto,
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. Meighen the Same.

e Meighen banquet in London
s a success. The crowd was large

and enthusiastic, the speeches fiery
ana to the taste of the Conservative
school of thought. |

Mr. Meighen has not changed; he
cannot. He is the best nagger in
_public life in Canada. High priest

"of the school of blue ruin, he had
nothing constructive. His whole
plea was “If you do rot elect a Con:
servative government in Canada, you
will be ruined.”

One or two of Mr. Meighen’s state- |
ments are typical of the burden oi
his address:

“The tariff situation is at the
bottom of the commercial stagna-
tion = that today pervades the -
country. Our tariff every session
is determined by a process of log-
rolli and bargaining dui‘ned to
get essive votes. Capital is
timid; wness is in a state of

stagnatlon and we have retrogres-
sion instead of advance.”

The answer is that the Progres-

gives voted almost to a man against |

the government on the budget. Mr.
Meighen knows that; he was in the
house when it tqok place

He pays a mighty innn tribute to
the people of Canada, who, facing a
huge debt, the consolidation of a rail-
ways System that was bankrupt, ‘but
. now fighting its way back to success,
are able to show increasing trade

returns month after month.
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“Thig mn‘,fnion nndnr free mae'

woul\l be. ; uc t
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people’” of i muatu bnov 1t
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& Hr."uel‘hq is the ome  person

| talking free trade.

The King government is- not taLk-
lng ‘free trade.

Mr. “Meighén has sat across from

| its members in the house for two

years, and he cannot, dare not, say
that they are free traders, or that
they have moved in that direction.
And yet, for political purposes,,
addressing a body of men who are
inclined toward a high tariff, he
seeks to leave the impression that
there is a free trade movement on
by the government at Ottawa.:

Mr, Meighen is capable of better
things. He has a wide knowledge
of Canadian and world affairs, an
easy command of good language, and
the faculty of presenting a case well. |
With, these qualities he should be
able to speak constructively and
advise positively. But he does not,
and therefore we take it that he
cannot. His only cure is in the fol-
lowing:

" “The Conurvuﬂve party, which

ln day:mfone by has been called

never in vain, to rescue

anadn from conditions such as
this, will' soon come to office, and
come to office unhampered, un-
shackled, unburdened b ishonest
commitments which it cannot ful-
fill, but free and able to Jserve the
people of this Dominien.” ; |

01d political clap-trap. This apostle
of “business stagnation” has nothing|
new to offer. He has not budged
from the path he fravelled when the
people of Canada turned him out
bag and baggage in December of
1921, i
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