l{eferendum

The Bethune Referendum held
on February 7 and 8 demonstrat-
ed two significant points about
the relationships that exist
between several facets of a
multifaceted University like
York. In retrospect, the refer-
endum reflected a rather odd
relationship between faculty
and students; it also reinforced
the will to maintain a strong
collegial existence at York. Inthe
former sense, it was a failure; in
the latter, the referendum was a
“tentative” success.

The question: “‘Should Beth-
une College Be Politically Affi-
liated with CYSF?” was one
concerning the more efficient
administering of student funds
and the opportunity for students
to work collectively on central
student concerns. Given thatthe
present Bethune Constitution
invites fellows, faculty, staff and
students to vote in elections and
referenda, the faculty of the
college, in this case, not only
voted but some came to play a
determining role in the anti-
CYSF movement and the Com-
mittee for a Strong and Inde-
pendent Bethune. One could
accurately compare a faculty
member working within YUFA
for common faculty concerns
with a student working within
CYSF, OFS and NUS for common
student concerns. What is good
for a professor at York — thatis, a
20% salary increase — because
YUFA was willing to take tough
action is similarly good for York
students when confronted with
a 17% fee increase; that is: a
central student union. The
referendum question was clearly
framed in terms of concrete
needs for students; the Bethune
College Council supported it on
the premise that it would allow

for participation in a central
student decision making process
that addresses issues of a nature
which colleges, in light of their
autonomous natures, do not
deal with. The fact that the
Bethune referendum question
was circumvented to ask an
entirely different question and
the fact that 34 faculty members
of the college voted and some of
these worked towards defeating
a student issue demonstrates a
most distressing point and a
significant failure for the stu-
dents of Bethune College.

On the other hand, | would
maintain that the Bethune
referendum resembles a “tenta-
tive” success. The question:
“Should Bethune College Be
Politically Affiliated with CYSF?2”’
was in fact begging the question
that was in desperate need of
asking, that is: “Is Bethune
College Going to Be Like All the
Rest?”” The referendum was a
success in so far as Bethuners
began to think about Bethune
College and what it is all about.
In the light of the present
discussions at York concerning
the future destiny of the Col-
leges, the fervour of collegial
consciousness produced by the
referendum debate was, indeed,
a positive thing. In the last
analysis, both sides of the debate
agreed on the need to re-
evaluate the role of Bethune
College at York. The problem
now lies in actualizing this
emotion. If those who worked to
defeat the referendum are
content to crawl back into the
woodwork, the referendum was
nothing more than a brief
disruption in a relatively calm
collegial existence. A “NO” in
the referendum and the deter-
mination on the part of 153
people to defeat the question
demonstrates that these are
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people who would like to work
at establishing a stronger Beth-
une College. A “NO” deemed
the referendum question a
wrong one. | await the wise men
and women of Bethune College
to collectively formulate what is
right. The ultimate outcome and
the “real” success of the refer-
endum can only be measured in
these terms.

Andrea Doucet

Mockery to democracy

Is our system of justice (sic) be-
coming too lenient? The sen-
tence and the fine (one year and
$5000), maximums for a
conviction, were wiped off the
slate on condition that John Ross
Taylor and his tribe of Western
Guard misfits respect a second
Federal Court of Canada order
forbidding them to use the
telephone to disseminate
recorded anti-Semitic propa-
ganda. Indeed, it is appalling to
discover that, in Canada, a
country recognized throughout
the world for its statesmanship
on human rights, a federal judge
merely slaps the hand of such

‘virulently anti-Semitic fascist

groups. It is quite obvious that
the recordings will once again
become operative, as always,
spewing forth further racist
perversions. And, of course,
with the apparent lenity of other
federal judges like Mr. Justice
Jean Dube, subversive gangs
such as the Western Guard will
doubtless proliferate. These
occurrences only belie that
purposes of Canadian govern-
mental institutions such as the
federal Human Rights Commis-
sion.

It is outright mockery to
democracy everywhere when

‘fanatics like the Western Guard

receive suspended sentences
consistently for deliberately
ignoring the orders given by the
Canadian Human Rights
Commission. Furthermore, it si
preposterous that the costs of
the trial were awarded to the
federal Human Rights Commis-
sion and not to the Western
Guard. It brings me to a stupor
just to imagine how much
judicial absurdity must be
recorded in Canada’s history
before someone takes serious
notice and, at least, attempts to
put an end to this type of
alarming exoneration. Certainly,
and without any reluctance, a
resolution must be formed—
before it’s forgotten.

Howard Halpern

Rep by prop

Another federal election has
come and gone, but what still
remains is the same old problem
of under representation.

Once again, the Tories were
all but shut out in Quebec, and
ditto for the Liberals west of
Ontario. Now, when you look a
little more closely at the popular
vote in Quebec and the West,

you will see how misleading the
number of Tory and Liberal seats
really is.

As an example, take the Tories
in Quebec. The data show that
they managed to attract 12.7 per
cent of the votes but ended up
with only 1 per cent of the seats
(one out of a possible 75)!

And the Liberals out west! We
all know they managed only two
out of a possible 77 seats (2.6 per
cent)—yet the party managed to
poll close to 24 per cent of the
votes.

What Canada needs—and it’s
nice to hear Trudeau is
contemplating this—is a form of
proportional representation.

With Rep. by Prop. newly
elected governments won’t have
to resort to the Senate to achieve
regional representation in their
cabinets. Bruce Gates

Happy women

We were happy to read your
account of the Second Confer-
ence for Mature Women Stu-
dents held so successfully on
Saturday, February 9. You gave a
good idea of the excitement,
and of the helpfulness of the
occasion. However, | wish to
point out that the conference
was not co-sponsored by the
Women’s Centre but by the
Office of the Adviser on the
Status of Women and the Ofice
of the Master, Atkinson College.

Anne Moore

All letters should be addressed to the
editor, Excalibur, Room 111 Central
Square. Letters must be typed, triple-
spaced, on a 66 stroke line. Letters are
limited to 300 words (seven column
inches). Name, address, or phone
number must be included or the
letter will not be published. Excalibur
reserves the right to edit for grammar
and length. Deadline Monday 5 pm.

GMAT
Review Course

20 hrs. of instruction for $130.
Complete review of Math and
English section of GMAT

Extension Home Study
Exercises

Course may be repeated at no
additional charge

Seminars for March 15 GMAT
to be held March 7 - 9
Royal York Hotal

To Register, Call or Write:
GMAT Review Course

2286 Malden Ct.
Mississauga, L5K 1W5
638-3177

TOWNHOUSE
FOR SALE

Beautiful 3 bedroom town-
house on Fourwinds Dr. Just
steps from the campus.

Master's Degree
in Art Therapy

The Toronto Art Therapy Institute, in affiliation w
COLLEGE, ST.LOUIS, MISSOURI, offersa 2 year M.A. Degree in Art

Therapy.

The whole course of study is given at the Toronto Art Therapy
Institute, 216 St. Calir Ave. West, Toronto, Ontario.

Webster College, accredited in 1925, processes admissions of
eligible students, monitors the 2 year curriculumand awardsthe M. A.
Degree upon successful completion of studies.

A B.A. from a recognized university is essential.

For information, contact:
Dr. Martin A. Fischer,

The Toronto Art Therapy Institute,

216 St. Calir Ave. West,
Toronto, M4V 1R2
Tel. 921-0636 or 921-4374

The Analytical Psychology Society of Ontario
223 St. Clair Avenue West, Toronto M4V 1R3
PRESENTS
2GILLES QUISPEL
Professor of Early Church History, University of Utrecht
Professor in Hellenistic Backgound of the New Testament,
Louvain; A leading authority on Gnosticism

The Archetype of the Woman in Religion

Friday, February 29, 1980, 8:00 - 10:00 p.m.
252 Bloor Street West, at Devonshire Place, Room 302/3
General Admission: $8.00; A.P.S.O0. Members and full-time

students with 1.D.: $4.00.

For reservations call 961-9767

Lshaped living room and
dining room with walkout to
large enclosed patio, only
$54,900. 10.78% 1st mort-
gage available.

Call Ann Eidlitz
635-1170

ROYAL TRUST
CORPORATION

TYPEWRITER RENTALS

e STUDENT RATES
* FAST DELIVERY

AND PICK-UP

eity Lypewriler se. limiled

RENTAL SPECIALIST SINCE 1931

363-7430

REQUIRED

EXCALIBUR PUBLICATIONS

YORK UNIVERSITY

FOR THE YEAR 1980-81

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

MANAGING EDITOR

Submit written application with resume and clippings to:

Alex Watson
Business Manager

Room 111A Central Square

York University
4700 Keele Street

Downsview, Ontario M3J 1P3

Deadline: Friday, March 15,4 p.m.

Editorial candidates are screened and elected by the

Excalibur staff.

Managing Editor is chosen by the new Editor-in-Chief.

Applications welcome from interested candidates on
and off the York U campus.
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