4 Excalibur, February 24, 1972

Letters to

WASPS was racist

On Feb. 7, we were among the
audience at The Theatre, Winters
College to view a play WASPS by
Aristophanes, produced by The
Company. While we concede that the
play appeared to be an attempt at
cynical humor, we failed to be
cynically amused at the references
to blacks in the play. This is not a
review of the play, but a protest
against the treatment of blacks in
the play.

It was dehumanizing to see the
black man and woman portrayed by
two white students painted in black
face with large white mouths, ex-
tending to the nose and extremely
large, plastic, black feet, with bright
red toes. We are not saying that we
recognise us in them, we are saying

that we recognised the analogy. We
are black and they were painted
black. We did not find the reference
to whippings of black slaves at all
funny: “all that slave skin all over
the place; it was the talk of the town
for days.” At this statement, the
audience roared hilariously.

African people know and are well
aware that white. racism exists in
the West Indies, United States,
Africa, South America, Europe,
Canada and to bring it closer to your
attention: white racism was openly
exhibited at York in its broadest and
most overt sense. We as an African
people do not plan to tolerate or
condone such actions which serve to
degrade and humiliate us.

It was well understood that the

white audience — professors and
students alike — enjoyed and were
rather amused at the overt racism
exhibited in the play WASPS in
Winters College. As already stated,
this is not a critique of the play but at
this point we should mention that the
whole play was an infantile attempt
at theatrical drama. However, we
are not prepared to give detailed
criticism of the entire work; suffice
it to say that it was a disgustingly
worthless exercise.

We are well aware that the Fine
Arts department at York is racist
and we are prepared to defend this
statement. There are brothers and
sisters in courses in this program
who are faced with having to negate
statements such as ‘““African art is
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primitive and simple; ‘“‘African
dance is primitive, as opposed to
ballet which is classical.” Courses
such as The Arts of Man ignore or
treat contemptuously, African art —
so that one is left to believe that the
word ‘man’ refers only to the white
man. Bearing all this in mind, we
were not surprised to see the way in
which Blacks were treated in
WASPS. But because we expected it
does not mean that we condone it.
We demand a written apology
from The Company, or whoever is
responsible for the production of the

play. We realise that one cannot
prevent racist playwrights from
writing racist plays but one can
certainly refrain from enacting such
plays. To perform such a play is to
state that one agrees with the
assertions made in the play.

In closing, our people must wage a
war against white racism whenever
we see . it. Freedom of Black People
by any means necessary.

Patrick Hunger, Chairman,
Black People’s Movement
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Attention
staffers

Editor preselection

All staff members are,eligible to sit on a pre-selection screening of
eight candidates applying for the position of editor-in-chief of
Excalibur. Interviews begin at 1 pm at the Excalibur offices and
continue until 5pm on F'i Jay. Three of the eight candidates will be
picked for the all-day session of interviews next Friday. All those
who have contributed to the newspaper within the last two months

are eligible to attend and vote except those who are applying for the

Sgnday, March 5th at 4:00 pm in Tait McKenzie Gym,
Tickets are $2.00 per person.

Boss Brass

20-member band including Moe Koffman, Diane Brooks,
Rob McConnell. Saturday, March 4th at 9:00 pm. Tickets:
$3.00 per person, $3.50 at door.

The Don Valley Stagers present

THE PROMISE  Mar. 1-4, 8:30 P.M.

directed by Joni Clavir

YORKWOODS PUBLIC LIBRARY
1785 Finch Avenue West

Tickets: $2.50, Students $1.00, $2.00 each for groups of ten or more. Further in-
formation call Mrs. Freedman at 491-7580.

Canadian Film Festival

A unique showing of Canadian feature length films. Friday,
Saturday and Sunday in Stedman L.H. ‘D’- Admission free.

SKIS
Boots, Skis, Clothing
CLEARANCE!

Daily till 9:00 p.m., Sat. till 6:30 p.m.

-§\',4- OSCARS 1201 BLOOR ST. W,

WEST OF DUFFERIN
532-4267

For further information phone 635-3051.
Tickets available at Inquiries desk, 1st floor,
Atkinson tower.
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