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Th "' Times " on the Navy

E LSEWHERE in this issue is an editorial froin
the London Times which is worthy of being
preserved by every student of the naval ques-

tion. The arguments in favour of immediate con-
tribution and ultimate development of local navies
are clearly and moderately stated. The Times re-
cognizes that a policy of permanent contribution
such as some Canadian "centralists" advocate is
neither possible nor advisable.

The article also answers the false cable despatches
concerning New Zealand which have appeared in
Canadian newspapers. New Zealand, like Canada,
looks, forward to having a fleet of its own, manned
by its own officers and men. So does Australia,
which has already a naval college for the training
of officers and men. Every over-seas Dominion is
opposed to permanent contributions and is in favour
of local fleets as f ast as they can be built and
mnanned.

One excellent suggestion must be emphasized.
The training of officers and men must be.,under-
taken at once if ships are te be manned seven years
hence. This is a point which the Borden programme
has overlooked. Instead of talking about our
inability to mnan ships, the Borden administration
should have announced its determination to push
the organization of educational facilities for pro-
vidîng crews for the ships -wýhieh are to be built
during the next ten years. This is the real "emner-
gency.',V

Skilled Men Required'
ANOTHER article in this issue, by our Wash-
j ington correspondent, shows that more than

haîf the men on a warship are specialists.
The modern complicated bundie of machinery,
called a war-vessel, caninot be manned by idiers,
loafers or hooligans. It must be supplied with ex-
pert mechanics, muen who know much about ma-
chinery of all kinds. The men required for a Cana-
dian fleet nmust be largely trained nien-not fisher-
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on her fishermen only. A modemn navy requireS
skilled men of several classes, and the training of
these men for the future Canadian navy should
begin now and be carried on assiduously so that we
may be prepared to man a fleet when it is deemed
advisable that we should have one. This trained
force would also be available for British ships if a
naval war should occur before they are required for
a navy of our own.

The End of the DebcsteAS the naval debate grows to a close, the results
may be summarized. When Mr. Borden, as
opposition leader, moved an amendment to

the Laurier naval programme, he advocated giving
Britain cash to purchase or build two Dreadnoughts.
Wheni, as Premier, he brought in his navy resolu-
tion, he modified that policy and mnade it "ships,
niot cash,"' This was a considerable improvemnent
over his earlier idea.

Again, when -Mr. Borden and bis followers first
began to talk on the navy question, in November,
it was quite evident that they were prepared for
permanent contributions. Therefore they were at
first disinclined to put any stress upon the clause in
the proposed agreement with the Admiralty which
gives Canada the right to withdraw the three Dread-
noughts for a Canadian navy if this should be f ound
desirable at somne future date. Later they em-
phasized the value of this clause, showing that they
have since found out that Canada is likely to have
a navy of its own some timne.

Again, there have been signs on both sides of the
House that the members realize this is a question
which might better have been settled on a non-par-
tisan basis. If this realization is deep enough in the
minds of even a few, the future of the navy situa-
tion will be improved. No question of national and
imperial importance may he settled on a partisan
basis. If Canada is to have a navy of her own, the
plan mnust receive the general support of both par-
ties. There may be differences of opinion on de-
tails, but not on the general principle.

After aIl, the contribution of the three DreadT-
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paper organ misýed a step and intended. to say that
Stefansson would plant the flag of England, Scot-
land and Ireland in'the Arctic Circle. This refer-
ence to a Canadian flag which does not exist may
be merely a mistake of the news editor.

Strawa in the WindTHAT 1913 is to be another record year is evi-
dent. The price of money may be high, but
the work of building railways, cities and

towns will proceed apace. bast year the three large
Irailway corporations carried out'the work of con-
structing 2,000 miles of track and making other
improvements with a total outlay of thirty.millions.
This year the miles of track to be built wiHl be about
seven hundred greater and the total expenditure
about ten millions larger.

It is true this railway expenditure is nlot more
than was expended in, buildings in Winnipeg and
Toronto last year, but it will be spread over the
whole country and affect prosperity everywhere.
It is also a barometer of other expenditures on con-
struction work.

The latest immigration figures show that last
year's influx of new settlers was larger by 50,000
or 60,000 than in 1911. The gerieral feeling is that
in 1913, the total immigration will total 500,000. If
this be realized, then alI kinds of business must
show a further expansion this year. A country is
neyer so prosperous as when it is providing for
rapid increases in population.'

SThe total foreign trade of Canada in January was
$75,871,000, an increase of more than twelve mil-
lion dollars as compared with January, 1912. The
increase, unfortunately, was entîrely in imports, but
it shows how the buying power of the country is
keeping up. ýHowever, for the ten months ending
January 3lst, experts show an increase of .over flfty
millions, which is emiinently satisfactory.

The Future ofMlexico

F RANCISCO MAD]ERO won the presidency of
Mexico by the sword and lost it by the same
influence, which recaîls the words of an

ancient soothsayer. His downfall was accomplished
by two of his own officers, General Huerta and
General Blanquet, who arrested him when he re-
f used to resign after nine days unsuccessful fighting
against the Diaz forces. Huerta was proclaimed
provisional president, but General Felix Diaz is the
real power. Francisco de la Barra is premier.

While the revolution is not unusual for a Latin
country, the shooting of Gustavo Madero, brother
and political lieutenant of the late president, and
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