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Belgian Officers Were Ail Corrupted
Germ:zn Money Bought Them Ai11 Except Gen. Leman fbe Heroic Defender of Liege

rom the Canadian Courier Special Corre$Pondent
S. N. Dancey
Rotterdam, H-olland, October 23.

11AVE Just succeeded in gettl.ng to Holland after
tbree weE>ks under the Iran laws of German mlii-
tarlam. 1 even dared to go as far as Cologne

1 Dusseidorf, but I concluded that Prudence was
ý Ibetter part of valeur and came back to the
ro kindiy llght of a neutrai land. I bave covered
ýrY Point of interest in Belgium and incidentally
OIred into the very heart of the fIigbt of refugees
In1 that strlcken little klýngdom.
LrUd after ail t.here la but one thougbt uppermost
MY mImd: If the Kaiser la truiy the sword of
1. and If bis cause ls, as he dlaimas, divineiy in-
rod, then 1 wonder if there reaiiy ls a God. A
enceless people driven froma theïr homes, lne-
t 'Women and chiidren brutaliy done -to deatb, a
)le land laid In waste and ruina, terrerismn spread
rYwhere by means of frre and sword-tbat le the
lit of the Kaiser's divine mission in Belglum, and
because this berole littie people respIveil to de-
Itheir neutraity agalnat the evil designa ef
War Lord of Europe. But Germany must and
Pay a terrible price for ber crime. Of tbat 1
0onfvlnced. Civilization Itself wýill impose that
ilty.
>Metlmes I 'wonder If tbe people of America ac-

serlousiy the pubidabed. statements of the Ger-
hired assassina of public opinion who, are now'

ýavouring to amother the truth and possibiy wIii
ttle sympatby for their own cause-if cause
e be? But then, again, my unbounded confi-
ýe In the Intelligence and good Judgment of MY
'W Americans dissipates this tbougbt. 1 bave
miany o! these missiles flung at the heart and
of Amerlcansmn, and when one sees witb bis

eyea conditions that conftrm their fasty, then,
'lot until then, can be appreclate tbe serious-
Qf tbe woeong l.nflicted upon tbe Belgdan people.

te aaddest feature of ail la the endeavour to
ýuI ¶pon tbe Belgian people, and partIcularly
Ian soldiers, a reputation for brutalities and
[Ies that far outstrlp the worst efforts o! the
ilans. But the absu.rdlty o! thîs at once Sug-

ltaelf. There la no people more kind-bearted
'nlore generously dlsposed than the Belg'lan
le, and lu their war upon the common enemY
bave done what GermanY bas absolutely re-
Ite do--they have observed tbe laws of Inter-

'ual warfare 'and bave lived up to the blgbest
lard of htumanîtaraan demanda. if a cbild
Id strike you wlth bis rattie wbeu In a spirit
lidlah giee, la that good and just reaSon1 that
>hould lmmedlately proceed taeuot off bis feet
banda aud te subject hlmn ta ail forma o!
,cal torture? The whole worid cries eut
Lst the barbarous treatment of the non-com-
ILta hi Belgum, and If that la Geruxan ,culture,"
Ipray to Heaven that culture will ceuse te be-

Eye-wltness te German AtrocIties.
Lave seau littie chilaren witb their banda eut
Sas te destroy the possibillty ýthat in later
he would becorme a soldier. I have seen

ýrs brutaliy mutilotedl because tbeY sougbt to
d their offsprlng. I bave ýseen Young girls
ed by dru~nken German soldiers, and ofttlmes
a bayonet thrust tbrough thbe moutb. lu
it, 837 civillans were paased te the mitrailleuse.
rIomnde and Louvain and Alost, crueltios of a s
el order have been practlaed, and only the
day, in front of Autwerp, I saw a father placed

St the wali o! bis lititie cottage and, In full view
I vife and cilîdren, riddled witli Gorman biti- d
>O0ause he refused to givo Information to the h
r. I could recite fer heurs the record of theo
riSan wluich 1 have seen with my own eye.
lermau. urnqz§ndiRt.q cau labour froeil no

SUT BELGIAN 8OLOIERS WERE LOYAL TO A MAN.
Even youths tee Young te fight are pro oued Into dlgglng tronches for the armny.

wlth the knowledgo, wbich ln itself la hlgbly signl-
ficant, that lu mail>' Instances tbe Belgian troops
are belng officered by British or French officers. I
ara credftabiy Infornued that tbe British com.mander
refused to proceed otherwise, and King Albert hlm-
self bas given expression to tboughts that reveal a
deeply wounded beart.,

King Albert Inspires HI. Men.
The feeling amongat the Belgian soldiers againat

their off icera runs v ' ry hlgb, and It would -be suicide
for some of them t» take a place beore their own
Men. 0f course tbore are some good off ic e ra But
of one man over>' Beîglan bas a rlght t» ba prend,
and that la their galiaut King. Faclng dlfficulty
and danger, be nianfulI>' ataya wltb bis trocipa.
Herolc almoat to a <aut, bis presenca ha a wonder-
fully lnsplrlng offeet upon biýs men, and ovidanco
of this vas found lu tha remarbouble demenstratlon
at Oatand the other day wban be muade a review of
the reorganized Belgian fo'rces-tbis ame King
wbo re.fusad t» louve wîtb tha mambara of bis gev-
ernnient for a baven lu France, but preferrad to stay
witb the Belgian soldiars. It was truly tLypical of
this ruler, 'who, through bis owu pluck and during,
[ras flred tbe hoarts ef bis galbant littla army wîth
a spirit o! patrietisin that the fier>' averd of Ger-
Enan>' can nover obliteate.

And here let me pay a trlbute to these little mon
of Iran-the Beian soldiars, The venld axpected
3omething of thase man, but little did It anticipate
,be magulficout record o! braver>' and endurance
vhich the>' bave created. I have been lu the
renches vlth thase men and I know what the>' cama
[o. Tha>' do net kuow the meanlng of four, and 1
inve seon them st*.y In the tronches for four long
laya andI nlgbts with but soanty provision, and than
hnvo i;pen them rise andI mnaire a forced march te

iug windmiil; but defying their efficers these men
flought their vay> eut tbough their lasses were
beavy.

The other day, near Mel, thera were British,French andI Balgians In the tranches. It was noces-
sary te bring up tbe artiibery. Ail vent Wall until
the hastening artRIiry vas exposed In an open spot
net far from the ralay station. Suddenly, a minl
lu an upper position waved a flag. The Germau
guna bad been prevlouaiy fixed for that range, andtbe acheme worbed meat aucces!uily. A large sec-tion o! the artliory vas deatroyed. Hev often baveBri'tish columns been led luto the banda of thre
eneru>' by tcaltoroua guides!

Ask any Belgian gunner bow often their officaers
have run away, carrylng focussîng Instruments andIail, and leuvlug the haipless gunnars to lire, the>'knew net vbare. AndI titan It seemed that the cli-max vas te ho bald fer the last trugle heurs utOstend, whil bundreda o! thousanda of rofugees,wora jostllng amongat tbe seldiera and wounded inan effort to get avu>' from the aupproaching Germans.
The RedI Cross searched for bours te find autos tecenivey the weunded te thre quaya for transportation
te Elngland, but noue could be found, and In mostcases tbe paon weunded mou wbo had fought andbled for tiroir country had ta drag thameelves on footte tire steamers whla they looked ou at the officars,wbo whIrIed about the llttla aside city iu lururi-
ously equipped cars andI lu man>' instances carrylng
thair fair admirera. It vas scandalous, t» su>' theleast. Many of the. wounded neyer racbed a place
on tire boats, oving ta the denaîty e! the crowds onthe quays, andI tbey trudged many miles te reacb lasafety the HollantI freutier, I eau quota eue Instance
o! this,

Correspondent Aida the Weundod.
I vas furced, witit thousands o! othars, te waikfrein Knock te Sluta, a distance o! seven kilometrea.Ail along the route 1 vas p'asslug that audless traine! refugees fleeing t» HoilantI se as taeascape the

torture o! Gnmnan occupation. Suddenly I cameýupon a number of vemudod Beîgian soldiers. Totbem ever>' stop vas ever-Iucreaaing pain. I waitotifer the firet vebicle coming along. It vas fiIetiwith Young andI olt. I erdered the men te descend.
At first they dauiurred, but vlth the flash of apistai they came dovu, and thon I asaisted thewounded mien ta a place iu thre machine.

By tis turne hundreds had guthered, for the re-port lhuad cireulated that I was an Engliair office,.All agreed in the vlsdomn of my uct, particularly sesitar I had read thein a lecture ou tire cure o!wounded meu. Soe thon commonced a systemutic
search along the route for etirer weuuded, andI, su!-fice te say, accommodation vas found for ailvounlded men.

Would that I could give you a more alaberate pic-ture o! the trials and sufferiugs of Belgian seldiar>';
but by far the greutoat pain of ail vas lufticted
thnougir the troudier>' of officers, many> o! wbonivere cennected direct>' or lndireçctly wlth Germau
familles.

Tlssama treacher>' vas extended te B3ritisi


