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The Wedcling'Preseént Problem.t
By ANNE WARNER.

When Mrs. .Clutterbark - and Maria
nrooev Me the ,newa thât there was ta be

ï1affiage in the famnily they 8adt quite
or r& littie.' To speak f rankly,

t-jey fereàppallèd.
"e'1 hbave to $Ive ber sodiethiu'!"

6r1. <jutterbackc said at last.
"Oiýh,. mother, do you really think

soi" cried Maria.
- ayes, indeed," said Mra. Clutterbeck,
tei l"she's *your own cousin, Maria,
and _.besides-here a fgleam -of -Mre.
Cluttrback'à naturai spirit fought to
the front-"Imaybê, if -ve give ber
somethin' shell ask you ta visit her,
and if you ivas ta visit ber, and was
ta marry there ini the iity, I'd so enjoy
livin' with you, Maria-oh, you ain't
gpt no idea bow rd enjoy it!"

-Xim. Clutterback'B forte wascewr-
fui prophecy and umlimited entbusiom
over everytbing and everybody. She
vas a iright-eyed womaxi who to*'

wedding present was surely gôing to
be provided for the cousin who lived in
the city.

"I don't see bow we can buy ber
anytbing," said Maria, "and I lîaven't
time ta crochet ber anyihing, and you
always forget to keep eount of your
stitches."

"Maybe we've got sooeetbipggIn: the
bouse . e could give ber. We've got
tbt vooden soap-box.we could pack it
in, and we'd ouly have te buy six nails
ta nail it Up." lirs. lutterbacWéseyes
shone brighlt, at the thougbt.

"I don't believe, we've gai anything
in the house that wouid do for a wed-
ding present,"ý said Mtaria, Iooking
meditatively about the room.

«"How would one of the samplers dot"
queried' ber mother eagerly,; «they're
rare novadays, and we've goi grand-
motber'as and Aunt - Batbmbeba'a and
lirs. Kent's mother'., too. Don't yen
belié-eetbey'd prime one of ihosein -the.

Then they laid in the Pieces.,

twa naps 'a day, read profusely, if not
profoundly, late into the night, gave
the world only amiles in return for
their scowls, and was unusually papu-
lar. Maria, ber daughter and only
ehild, was big, with pale eyes, and hair
the color that is no color; she did the
housework' at home, the sewing for
$Llmost ever'yone, taok care .of the min-
istefs children on Sewing-Society-
aîteriioon and PrayerýMee3.ing-eveflifg,
and sang in the chir three times a
day on Sunday. She was paid for the
Sewillg only, and she wanted ta give
up tlIe choir, at the age of forty-nine
hier voie, as breaking somewhat. But
her Illtlthr Mouldn't hear of it.

Svoice je just like a heavcnly
SPirn Y*ý vet, Maria, she declared re-
assirgI11; "and wheu yot've got your
booIK t front of your face you don't
look \;tPen, really you don't."

1J\ ' lis vou may judge the'eneral
(lit e alibre of Mrs. Cutterl»eck's
entasJn, ai.d also discern, why di. t

city t--Oh, ilaria, just to tbink if you
was ta marry in the city ! -I'd be so
happy-I ain't ever rode on a tramcar
pulled by eletric wires yet.e'

"The clock wouldn't do,-* said Maria,
thoughtfully, "it's too aid ta be new,
and too new to be oid."

",We could have it paintcd over, or
else scrath it more," suggested ber
mother, looking alert ta paint 'or ta
scratch as the case might eall for.

Maria ahook her head.
"lLet's go and see the china," she

suggested, rising, "there inay be some-
tnmng there."

"oh, Maria!" Mrs. Clutterback ex-
claimed, _"III tell you what wc. can send
her-the broken eut-glass vase that
Mr. Stnap, the china-man, givie you ta
see if you, could mend it for an orna-
ment, and then we never could. We
eould pot it in« a box, and she'd tbink
it got broke gaing.")

"Oh, we coldn't do that," said
Maria. almost shocked.
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The "Hercules"
newest idea.

Coater Brake is,

It* has« fewer'parts than any other
brake..

It.is one half to three quarters of a
lighiter. than; any other. 4 I

It lis no'larger than the ordineay Pl, n-.
of a bicycle.

Because its construction renders-asideç
unnecessary-it is ea.sily and quiclcly rep'l e

Canada Cycle and, Motor C.o.,;
LIMITED

Manufacturers of Cleveland, Massey, Brantford
Perfect -Bicycles, and C.- C. M. Motir Bicycles.
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