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The Greenhorn and thé Ambassador
BY Edwa~d Luca. White

T HE greenhoru iooked verygeon in-deed. Ho was long an loa and
iL anky. eH ad very big, fiat foot in

very loose, oid shees, net at ail tidy. His
socks were red; an ugly, insistent red.
Bis treusers wore tee short, as were his
coat sleevos. The suit ho wore was a
marvel. It was et a loose-woven darkish
green clotb, rnarked off into big squares
by narrow stripos et a damkish yellow.
At the intersections et the stripes were
tnfts et a more greenis yeiiow, like
snn-dried rass, which give a shaggy
effect te Xe whole surface. It iooked
like the produet et a weaver's nightrnaro,
made tp into clothes by the indiscreet
whirn et a freakish employoeofetsoe
wbolesale clothier, sold atter repeated
reductions e at the luet gasp et a dlean-
sweep sale. The greenbemn woro ne cuffs,
bis shirt-sleeve bande were frayad, bis
low collar, two sizes tee large f or hirn,
was even more trayed. Hie necktié was
a stringzy device et a bright and uncorn-
prernising blue, which made hie red-
rimmed, watery bine eyes leok entirely
coioless.

His long face, beyishly srnootb except
for an incipient con-silk moustache, had
a vacueus expression. Hie wide montb
ho kept net entirely shut. Hia skia was
et a peculiar raw, scaly texture, as if
univorsaliy and permanontiy chapped.
Ho had a way et putting one or the
other hand tmp te hie towish yellow bair,
a bewildered way, as if tmyngte e-
member semething. And thiose handa
were the meet striking thlrîg about hirn.
Every part et hirn was long, but hie
bande were uncannily long, and had a
clawlike, centipedish, daddy-longlegs-like
motion te every joint et thern. As one
timidly waved an envelopo and the other
mecbanically eonght the side et hie head
they weme very ugly indeed. And they
moved in that way over and even again,
as ho sat in the waiting roorn et the
legation.

A more hopelessly countrified apoci-
mon et a backweeds Arnerican the secre-
tamy thought ho had nover seen. Ho was
an expert at protecting hie chiot from
the intrusion et those ceuntrymen et hie
wbo in a never-ending stream, without
uny shadow et a dlaim n pon officiaI or
iîersonal attention, songht te thmust
themeelves upon officiai tirne. The secre-
tary was always suave and always
seemed sympathetic. Ho now appeared
especially regretful that the ambassador
was net in. Mm. Medick wonld, pembape,
leave his letter-te ho transmitted by the
secretary The greenhorn used f 0W
words,%bc h conveyed unmistakably
that hoc meant te deliver that lettem in
I$erson. The secretamy bad ne idea hew
long it migbt be before the ambassador
would reach the legation. The greenhorn
sat immevablo; the secetamy decided te
lot him it a while.

"«He'll seon got tired," ho thought.
The gregnhorn soon got very ýtimed.

But ho kept bis place, moditating on the
way in bih ho pmeposed te win the

arnbaesader's notice. Ho had been told
that ho weuld flnd bim an old-tashioned
man with old-fashiened ideas, a cour-
teons and kind-hearted gentleman, Most
considerate et evory one, but capable et
overmastering wratb if crossod in bis pet
notions, and prene te take- an unglter-
able dielike te these who shocked bis
senseofe the pmprietiés by belief s or
actions contrary te bis viows.

The greenhorn Tefiected as te what
those viows pmbably wero. Ho htd been
told tbat the ambassador revered âweet,
serene, domestic, home-koeping women,
and abominated loud, soit -assertive
cildren; that ho abhorred what he
culled the sordid ecramble for more
lucre; that ho anatjmematized the modern
tendoncy te apecialîzation and lauded the
antique ideal et a weli-rounded gonoral
education us the only fit training for al
men; that ho prided hirneoif on his
ability te moud character uit a glance.

Beyond these pointe the greenbemn had
te resort te inference or conjecture. Ho
tied te imagine himselt a man born
wben the ambassador was born, in the
same place and et the samo kind of
family, brelugbt up similanly and influ-
enced b y imilarities etfeducation; te
think eover conceivable subjeet and
te conjure np a picture et how it would
strike him. This mental exercitution
helped te while away tbe tedinm of
waiting, but he wvas weary n heurt and

seul botore the secretamy again addressed1
hlm.

T-hé secrtary tried every device in his
arsenal. The greenhorn wouid wait or
would corne back at any heur, to-day,
to-morrow, or the next day or the day
attem that. Ho had a letton et introdue-'
tien te the ambassador frorn an oid
friond. He would do nething else but3
try te present it until hoe hid presented
it. Af ter a whiie the secre1tary realized
that hoe was beaten. Entering the arn-
bassador's private room, hoe said:

"I tuncy, sir, yen wouid best have it
over et once. Ho is wvorse than a herse
Ieech."

"Show him in," said the ambassador
wearily.

The secretary returned te the waiting
room. The ambassador had reached the
legation and was now at leisure. Would
Mr. Medick waiklmi

Where hie was led the greenhorn fol-
Iowed, bis heart tbumping. The ambas-
sador saw in the yonng maun's face some-
thing the sleek, glib secretary liad
wholly missed. He rose, offered a warm,
dry hand, and indicated a chair by his
desk.

"Sit down, Mr. Medick," hoi said. "To
wbat de I ewe the pleasure et seeing
yen?"

"I have a lettor et introduction, sir"
said the greenborn, "trom tbe Honorable
James Hoilis, who was at the University
et Virginia, with yen, sir.""IJirn Hollis 1" exciaimed the ambas-
sador. "Haven't heard et hirn for years.
How is Jirn "

"Ho is the richest and meet important
man in our section, ir," said the green-
hemn.

"'Good fom Jirn " said the ambassador.
"Ho always lhadplenty etfuh.$y

"Ho has y et, sir," said ýt h e greenhern.
"lMany alumni et the University et

Virginia in your section" the ambas-
sador inquired.

"As far as I know, sir," said the green-
hemn, "Judge Hollis is the only one, ir."

While the ambassador was reading the
letter the greenborn studied him, noted
the silvery sheen et bis iron-gray hain,
the tresh pink et hie wrinkled face, the
cleamnesa et bis brown eyes, the decielon
et hie montb and chin. And particulamly
itsp oints projocting beside the jaw, and
hiedw-elt upon the high standing collar,
upon the i'elnminous black cravat that
swathed the thmeat.

"hIollis," tbe ambassador began, look-
ing up from the letter, "tells me that

y h ave corne te Vienna te study.
Vat are yen studyingV"
"Music, sir," replied the greenhorn.
The ambassador swept a glance ever

hie visiter, cenning the lack-lustre eyoa,
expressionlese face, outlandisb attire,
and buboonish awkwardness et posture.

"Is yonr farnily musical" lho aked.
"Net et all, sir," ans.wered the green-

hemn. "I arn the enly oe who evor
cared for music, as fer as I know, ir."

"WbVy do yen care for it, thon V"
II have neyer cared for anytbing else,

Lsinco I was born, sir," said the greenhoru
simply.

"De yen take it up as an amusement
or as a profession" the ambassador
queried.

"'As a profession," the yonng man told
him. 'II mean te make my living by it,
sir.,
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weii. Porbapa hero was, in apite ef hie
exterlor, a young man worth advising

"Very good," said the ambassador,
..very good indeed. But y ou muet re-
member t.hat te attain that ideai you
must'make yourself an ail-round muni-
cian. You muet not put tee much time or
energy upon any one phase of your art.
You must study the history of music,
the deveiepment ef its. methods. You
muet attain sorne measure of ekili upon
every known instrument. You muet
masterI theery and orchestration and
composition. You muset not maire your-
self one-sided."

"I shouid delight in ail that, air," aaid
the greenhorn argurnentativeiy. 'But I'
amn not independentiy weli off.I have
no property, no income et ail. I have
my living to make, sir."

"Al the more reason for Iaying a
broad foundation' of soiid knowledges"
the ambassador maintained.

"But, air," the geenhorn reasouod, 'l
muet begin to make my living seon."

"Don't makre it too soon," tho ambas-
sador warned him. "Superflciaiity and
shailowness are the curse of our ago;
shaiiownesas and superflciallty and
haste."

Alry natural bent, air," the reu-
horn asserted, with the air of on* prev-
ing a proposition, "ha. boou toÎward.
piano playinlF. Al my bout prospect%
seeip toe in the cultivatien ot thoe
capacities. They tell me I have unumual
hande, air."

The ambassador eed thoe ocortaili
remarkable hands. e percoived thoir
mobility, but was meut @truck by thofr
hideoumness. Ho flarod up.

"That li. tho way with ail of yen
young mon," ho brokeouot. "Yen wat
te cultivate ene taculty te the exclusion
et everything that makes the taculty
worth having. Yen came hors te study.

Euroe ffers you the widoýst,»e)pportuni-
tieo or acquirîng variety et culture and
breadth et character. Instead et making
good physicians of yourseivos yen spo-
cializo on children's disoasos, or eye and
ear, gain a specious ro utation, make a

livin eauly ad quckly, and noever
reaiiy amouint te anything. Inatead ot
learning Qroek and Latin yen moil ovor
Doric dialoctie cage-endinga, Samnite in-
scriptions, or hidden quantitios, when
you* mit becomo seholura you tnrn Into
moles, devn nderground at the damp
roots et literaturo. Event yeu artJets
speclalite." Ho bllnkod and pnffed, roll-

inhims:f in his chair. tobu
inq'escetizysir, is net only tebu

piano inetructor in tho world,» saad the.
greenhorn, "but an ail-round culturod
musician, sir."1

"A more specialut," the ambassador
mid, dismising the discussion with a
wave et his hand. "Yen are on@ more
sacrifice te Moloch, ene more infant gant
into the furnace et Baal.".

"Perhape you are nght, air," the green-
hemn adrnitted deprecatingly.

"Certainy 1 arn right," said the am-'
bassador, with hie I dame, yen tecen-
tradict me-air. "But yen wili pay no
more attention thun the othons."

"I @hall refleet upon what yeuon ,"
said the grcenhorn, with an attempt at'
a conciliatory tones. 1

The ambassador oyed hlm for a mo-
ment in silence, and thon said:

"Yen have not yot told me why you
came bore. What can I do fer yen?"

1"1 have been told, air, that if I can
obtain a letton of recommendatien fronm
yen te the director et music studio. I
can then procure free tickets te the per-
formances of the opera at the Imporial
Theatre, air."

The ambassador puckered up hi. face,
and repliod testily:

"Oh, tbey clamer for auch lettons. 1
arn eternally pestcmed fer them. I give
tee many.I cannot Ive one te yeu. If
yen were a student Of orchestration oS
composition I might stmetch a point for

oen. But, being a pianlat, 1 fail te sée
how yen have a valid cdaim."

The greenhorn flxed upon tho ambas-
sador's face a gaze devoid et any glint
of intelligence.

"It's queor, sir," ho said settiy, "hew
it works eut. Against my will I amn
compelled te apecializo. Yen, air, tell me
1 arn ail wrong, and advise me te train
myseit musically in aIl possible ways. I
grasp eagerly et an opportuilty to
broaden and strengthen my prnerai
knowledge et. music. And you tell me1
must forego it because 1 arn a special-

o ist, sir."
Tht- grt-enhorn's look had in it just tihe

"INet a very remunerative profession,
îe it?"I the ambassadon inquimed.

The greenborn thought ho saw bis
chance, and ho was glad that ho could
reply witb perfect pincerity, tom ho toIt
the ponetmating power et those keen
brown eyes.

"*I think, ir," ho said, "that it will be
more profitable for me te spend my lite
doing what I love. bost, even if I have te
etay peor, than th wuste it doing some-
thing 1 cure nothing for or even bute.
That's the way it looks te me, ir."

"Net bad, net ut ail bad," said the
ambassador.

"I think, sir," the greexmhorn went on
impetuously, "thut ta earn a little
money pleasuntly and ut the sume time
cultivate my abîlity to enjey it will hc
btter than te airn ut making much
monçy, min My capacity ta tuke pIu
suf& min it, and perba-ps tail temakit
atter al; that's my idea, ir."

The ambassador regarded the green-
hemn. From bis uwkwurd uppearance ne
oneP c'otld ha-ve expeeted him ta talk séo
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