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RALPH CONIý
BY C/îcrringl

Interest bas ever clung to the homues
of the celebrated. 1 rernembered witlî
what veneration those occupied by
Dickens, Carlyle and many çýf the
world's famous onies were regarded
by their admiring readers. Awe and
veneration were the sentiments upper-
most in my mind as 1 was ushered in-
to the drawing-room of the famous

St. Stophen'a Chorch, Winnipeg.

autbor-preacber. The lîouse appeared
to be peopled with the childreiî of his
prolific brain. 1 half expected, as 1
waited, to hear the subdued, plaintive,
yet authoritative voice of "Cweni" issue
sorte slight command; and as for the
celebrated "Shock," 1 was sure I could
hear tlîe heavy tread of his big and
burly form in an adjoining room, as
be buckled on his harness for "tlîe foot-
ball match" which was to Ve bis last
before "going west." There were foot-
steps above my head, but tlîey were
those of Ralph Coiînor. Even iii this
my fancy kept working, for 1 imagiiied
those rapid footsteps to be keeping
pace with a braiîî iiitlie birtlî throes
of another "Sky Pilot,"

Conspicious. uipoti a table, wene a
conv of the Sacred Scriptures and the
autbor's latest book. -~The Prospector."
Here was the mn unconsciouisly ne-
vealing himself. The Bible and the
novel are tlîe weapons of bis warfare,
and by their aid lie lias becomne re-
nowned flot only as a writer of pure
and wholesoîîîe fictioni, but as a re-
ligious teacher and preaclien.

Rev. C. W. Gordonii i about five
feet eleven niiches in lheiglît. slender,
lithe antI spirituelle. One feels in-
stinctively that . lie is a man's mîan.
There ks a fraîîk ingenuousîîess about
him, an indescribable winsoîiiess that
is at once the secret of lus popui-
larity and thie source of ]his strnigth.
Chas. Wagnîer aad Chas. Gordonî
breathe the sanie moral atiiiospliere andt
move in the sanie altitudes of thoughit.
They have an ardent passion for the
"'simple life," aiîd tlicir siîiîplicity is
their strengtlî.

How Hc Came to Write His Books.

"llow dîtl you coic to sx'îite vîîlr
fanious books ?" 1 asked.
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ME MAN AND characteristic of the autholr, cîlters in-

~IOR :HIS WORKto lus books aind makes theni irresist-

The Mother of Ralph Connor.
ton Brown. Ralph Connor lias giveli to the world

a good mother. Iii "The Man froîîî
How He Became Ralph Connor. Clengarry" anîd "Clengarry Sclîool
"This is very interesting, Mr. Gor- l)ays" lie has portrayed with vis id pen

don, and i5 îîot generally knowii, but the possihilities of motherhood amid

how did you becorne Raîpli Coiinior" prosale surrounidings. Mrs. Mlurray
Me. Gordonî sîniled. -Tlidre is a lia's touchied thousands of hearts ot-

good joke attached to the inainie,'" lie ide the narrow confines of Gleifizarry.
said. -1 lîad looked abouît for a pseu- Kiiowiig hoxv deeply iite'rested the
donyni, for the signing of my real Public were iii the persoîîality of lis'
naine at that time might have pro- mother,' 1 saîd:
voked citicism. At the. last nmomenît "Nlr. Gordonî, will you tell tîhe read-
1 sent a telegram to Mr. Macdonîald, ers of 'The Western Home Monthîx'
saying 'Sign Canîîor.' But he didn't something about yovîr niother ?"

uîîderstand it. He thought the opeT- NIr. Gordon becamue reserx etlat
ator had made a mistake, and that once as lie said:
'Connor' aid liot 'Cannor' was to bc e "One doesîîot like to puiblisli tlhe
the name. So 'Coiinor' it was. To Mr. iiiier life of oîîe's mnother, but I caTi
Macdonald 1 arn also indebtèd for the willîîîgly give you the historit. fdcts of

rythmic name of Raîph. My tbought bier early life."
in selectiîîg Caîînor was, that it would "Her nainie was Mary Robertsonî

combine the flrst syllables of the land 1,Slîe xas tlîc daughitcr of a Scotch

I love, Canadian North-west, lience iiîster who canme to Anerica and was

'Can-nor.' settled as pastor of a Congregational
This was Mn\l. Gordoî's begiîîninz as i Cîîrclîi in New England. He after-

a writer. wards inoxed to Shîerbrooke, Quebec.
The projected stony for The West- He was of the sanie fanîily as the late

nîinster developed ilto "Tales from the> Professor Robertson Smithî, aîîd was
elkirks," atterwards puR.'lished as nelated to Rev. Andrew Munrav of

"Black Rock." When the sketches werr Southi Africa. One of lus dauzlhters,
gathered inito book form, Mr. Gordon Mlargaret Robertson, wonî a deserved

Rex. C. W. Gordon (Ralph Connor).
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l ier intilecttial alertness, lier fathloîn
le-ss faîth nin od-these things ha\
b)een connîeniorated in that nob1i,
nionutfnielît which bler son lias rais( i
to bis nmthers nenoryn i e charac-
ter of Ž-rs i\Murray ini 'The Mian fr,îý
(,lengarrŽ.' and 'Glcnigarry Sch sý,!

I)ays«."
The Future of the Novel.

1 asked M~r. Gordon whether the
novel with a plîrpose, such as his arc,
could be truly artistic.

"el"he said, -whether the nox ci
with a purpose can be truly ar-
t 1stic nîiay be a mnoot question, but tlit
the novelist with a purpose cani>cl
trully artistic bas long silice been t_

tablished. Soiîîe of the greatest ii<xe-
lists ini our language, and nii othecr
language, lihave been iox cd to Write
by intense conîvictionl, dnid earnest pur-
Pose. The stock examples that oc-
cur to one s nund are Reade's 'Neyer
too Late to Menid,' Dicken's 'Oliver
Frvîst.' andI Harriet fleecher Stowec
'Uiîcle Tom's Cal)in. lu each of these
the nox elist lias been coiiscious o<' îtr-

pose and lias tlelibcrately set forth to
a ccoinplish this purpose; but 1 ques-

nion whether any great novel ha-, exer
l)een written that does not consciousix
or uiîconsciotisly, enîhody and convey
the intense convictions andl emotiOns
of the writcr.

One thing is certain, tlîat the novel
can hardly be excelled as a teaching
nmedium. The schoolmaster announces
hi'. lesson and proceeds to overcoine
tlhe inattenition tor stupidity of lii"
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of refinenient.
Yhe sideboard
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polished to a
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Tlite Britishi
bevelled mirror 18x36 tus. la set lu a baud-
some top adorued with, dainty raiaed carvlng.
The case la composed of two top cutlerY
drawers, ea('h witb fuit swell front, a large
roomy cuptboarti anti linen rillraerheiow,
ail fitted with ca'.t brass hindies. Top of
case is 23x48 inches,; In construction and
finish. tbis board shows that great care bas
been given t') detaila. Posjtlvely It la the
gneatest value ever offered lu bigh-grade
aidebua rds..

Price fnom Winnipeg . .$26-00

Prîce from Factory - S21-50

Catalogue "S" shows other Boards

at prices upwards f romn $13.50.
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hie design is

M o st pleasing.
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hevel Plate mirror andi daîntily shapeit
,tifli rdci Triîminiiîgs ofi'cf a. t ra,,tif

',,iia l'l TIit, colin ,' dresser il abait
i n ii'l il poliliiid 'l'îq11 rneasurt' 42 il,

ILI,îil, widti aîîd 22 inches ini dtpth.

l '',frl 'rn W'înnip'g . ... 26.80)
]lIiii',i IIî, Falt' lii $2.3.30

- i;11l tl m lu h (loi 19x''1 inehes)

t'îî, fi, i, W iiiiiî,, g ., 5. 10.40
Pro u 1 lini i lai Ior. . . $ 8.40

Catalogue "S" shows other Dres-
sers at pnices upwards from $8.85,
and Stands at prices upwards from-
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