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Success of Aeroplane Patrols
isconsjfl's Experiment Proves Practical Use of Flying Scouts-

Aviator Vilas Surveyed Sixty Miles at a Glance.

(Additional interest is given the followirig article by the knowledge that several Can-,ni f orest protection officiais have suggested the use of aeroplanes for patrol purposes.would bie unwise to deny the adaptabilîty of flying, machines to protective work inof the good resuits obtainied in Wisconsin.)

By F. B. Moody, of WLrcOnsin, U.S.A.

ring the ire season of 1915 Wis-
1 was fortunate in having the ser-of Mr. L. A. Vilas, who wasting a hydro-aeroplane in thety of Trouit Lake, where the
.1 station of the Forestry Field
lization is located. Mlr. Vilas
ýeered his services, and was
a deputy forest ranger by theForester without remutneration.
forest reserve region, aithougli

h altitude, is a great plain con-r rnany lakes and swamps,
h no abrupt huIs, and froni the
'ne somne 200,000 acres of land

surveyed. A fire 30 or 40
LwaY can be easily detected.
Pilot shotuld go over the couin-
is to Patrol either nn f rtn -

direction is visible to the naked eye.
It Isn't a case of finding a lire, but to
locate it correctly.is the job. Smoke
wilI show Up very plainly froni the air.
Mr. Vilas reports that during a flIglit
across Lake Michigan from St. Joe,
Mlich., to Chicago, he was completely
out of sight of land, or anything else
for thiat mnatter, for over three-quar.
ters of an hour, and at an altitude of
4,600 feet. The flrst thing lie sawwas the snioke from the South Ci-cago Rolling Mills. This was insighit over ten minuites before , anyshore line was visible at ail.1People often ask what a country
looks like f rom- the air. It's difficuitto describe it, except that it lookslike a large painted map on a smallscale, without section lines.

The efficiency of an aeroplane 11nspotting forest fires is without doubtàs practicable as any~ use to which it
- - I1A 1-- -- ,


