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acres of waste land, two thirds 10 £15,000,000 will have to be invested

be planted within the first forty in the proict over a forty year period.
years. It is estimated that prohably

Farming Muck Lands
Some Practical Suggestions Applicable to Clay-
beit Development in Ontario and Quebec.

By DR. B. E. FîEaNOW

in these days of moyements 10
make the extensive peat bogs of the
Dominion useful for fuel and to pro-
vide for the setlement on farrns of
returned soldiers, il is' of interesi to
inquire also int the agricultu rai
possibilities of these rnuek lands.

The first thing bo realize is that
such lands are a specialty and a
speeialized stiidy of their nature and
their requirements must precede the
attempt at farming them. Thcy are
a rich resource if 1properly treated, but
without tliis proper, special know-
l edge enormous waste of human

Wenergy may be experienccd in futile'
attempts 10 farm them. Attempts
at settlement on these lands without
that knowledge may prove a disaster.

The United States 1)cpartment of
Agriculture bas îolately h rought to-
gether information on this sub;ject in
a bulletin* The information
is simply a record of actual happen-
ings, not of theories or scientîic in-
vestigations. While the experiences
may perhaps not be immediately
translated for use in the Clay beit, for
instance, they are suggestive as to
the difficulties andthe possibilities
of such farming.

.An analysis of the resuits of 140,
muck-land farms in Southern Michi-
gan and Northern Indiana leads to
the following summary:

1. The muck soul of this region is
*il well suited 10 the growing of ery

S ornons, peppermint, cabbage, corn,
and hay, and, when properly fer-

*Farmers' Bulletin No. 761, U. S.
Dept. Agr., 1916, pp. 26. Manage-
ment of Miuck-Land Farms in North-
ern Indiana and Southern Michigan,
by Hl. B. Smalley.

tilized or manured, is f airly well
adapted 10 oats, wheat, and rye.

2. The use of fertîlizer, especially
potash, on muck soîls is very pro-
fitable, the yields being increased in
Most cases from 50 to 200 per cent.
Manure also gives excellent resuits.

3. Celcry and onions require an
enormous amount of man labor as
compared with corn, oats, and hiay.
PeppeCrminft, cabbage, and potatoes
occupy an intermediate position wibh
regard 10 man labor.

4. The gross acre value of inten-
sive crops is high, but the value of
these crops per day of man labor is not
as high as in thxe case of extensive
crops.

5. The average labor incorne for 28
celery farms was $394; for 23 onion
farms, $1,732: for 10 peppermint
faims, $1,519; for 39 grain and stock
farms, $1,056; and for 7 of the more
successfui grain -and -stock farms,
$1,994.

6. Grain and stock f ;,rming is a
mucli safer type of far'2ing than any
intensive type, ,although thxe profits
per acre may be much less.

7. A s mail muck f arm, even
though operated intensively will us-
ually return only a moderate labor
income.

8. Tule drains were used on most of
bhe muck farms studied. The best
resulis have been obbained with 5 or
6 inch laterals laid 5 10 12 rods apart
and ai a depth of 31/2 10 4 feet, al-
bhough smail open ditches are very
sabisfactory ini some cases, especially
on the celery farms.

9. The growing season on mueck
land is considerably shorter than on
other land in the saine region, on
account of later frosts in the spring
and earlier frosîs in the f ail.


