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v he memorial of the dmt'ér;c'z"gizé'd Ve réguoiis and A lgb;zyuz'iz ] ndians. residing in the

To HlS Exce]lency fhe R1ght Honorable the Earl of Duﬂ"erm K. P., K C. B., &c., &c
R ﬁﬁvemor General of the Domlmon of Canada m Coundl

Village of Oka. in the Seigniory of the Lake of Two Mountains, and others:
 citizens of the City of Montreal and elsewhere, in the Provincc of Quebec

. RESPECTFULLY REPRESENTS: .

‘ That for a.number of years past, difficultics ‘of a very painful and dangcrous nature have existed
at the said. Village of Oka, between the Indians: there located, and the Seminary of St bulpue of
Montreal, as.to the: respective rights, of the said Indmns angd bcmmar\, in the enjoyment of cu'tam
lands and forests in said Scigniory. -

That a large majonty of said Indlans haung mthdr'mn from the Church of }\omc a buxldm-r was -

- erected to serve themas a (,hapd and School-house, for the purposc of religious w ()rshlp and tdu(atwn

That this building was dt.sfl'())(,d by the said Semmarv on thc 7th of ])uc,m}nr 18,,, under
circunistances which will be hereinafter: menuon-.d and since that umc the said hdmns have been -
dcpnved of a suxmble buxldmb for religious w or:,lnp, or {or the education ofthur (hxldren. '

_That on or ahout. the 15th of Juné 1877, the Roman Catholic ( hlm h and p'lr-:onavc which h'xd )
existed at- Oka for a' great many years, were destroyed by fire and accusations of mcendnnsm have

. since been ‘made, respectmg dlﬂ'erent and .opposing classes and pamu;a _ R

That the said fire occurred while the “hole village: was'in a staté of great cxcxtunr.nt, over the’
arrest and’ convéyance to }"aﬂ under c1rx_umstances of éxcessive aggravation and cruelty of eight of -
these Protestant Indians, and the news that. nearly forty. others were to be arrested, and driven- from ,
their homes for acts which were done in the exercise of a legal right in the oplmon of the s:ud Indnns: .
‘and of the undersigned as will héreinafter be shewn. : - h

That these - arrests were” made by the employees of the Scmm:m aided by a body of the } o

Provincial Police ‘who had hecn brought to Oka with arms and ammunition as for a-bloody contlict;
seeing  which a large number of the Indians took up arms, and prepared’ nolentl) to resist the e\eru-
tion of these warrants which they believed to have issued in -abuse of the process of law. That
there consequently emst«,d for a number of da\s, two camps of '1rmcd men w ho ‘might at an) moment
have ‘come to collision.

That the facts abme disc losed in the opmxon of )our memormhsts m1ke 1t the duty of your
Excdlcncy s Government on whom devolves the care of these Indians, to adopt immediate and

* effective méasures to'settle finally, and in conformity with Jaw and. justice these troubles which from

their religious “aspect “threaten to spread among Her ’\Ia;gsty s sub)wts all over the I)omlmon, the

. -most dang,erous elements of discord and even bloodshed

’l hat in order to enable your E\cellenq s Gow ernment fully to understand thc facts bearing upon
these dlsputes, your M(.monahsts beg to state the rcq)ecme contentions of the Scmmary and the’
Indians.: = : _ : S .
. The Eccleslasncs of the Semm'n'), contend that’ thc) are absolute propnctors of the Selgmon of

the Lake of Two Mountains, and in a dccument wrmd by their legal representatives and produced
on the 24th of August 1876, in a suit now pending in the Superior Court, Montreal under the num-

' ber 1310, they base thur n{,hts upon the following averments : —

Que par brevét de conce:snon octroyé a Quebec, le 17. Octobrc 1717, par Philippe de ngaud
Marquis de Vaudreuil, ators (;ouverneur de la Nouvelle France et Michel Begon, Intendant de Justice
Police’ et I'mancea, en la dite Nouvelle France, en vertu du pouvoir a eux -conjointement donné p:fr
sa \Ia)este le Roi de France, les dits Gouverneur et Intendant ont donn€ et concédé aux dits 'Ecclé-

* .siastiques un terrain formant partie de la dite @exbneum des Deux Montagnes pour y transporter la o

Mission des Sauvages qui existait alors au Sault-au-Recollet et qui était désservi ie par-les dits Ecclésias
‘tiques, pour par ces derniers en jouir 3 perpetuité, quand méme la dlte Mission en serait otée, en pleine .

) propnetc 21 ntre de Flef et Selgneune, avec droit de-haute;. moyenne ct basse Justxce, droit de cbasse: )




