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" latures :—and it cannot be questioned that little more

exacerbation of the public mind in Upper Canada,
would have caused such a desire for reprisal and
retaliation, as would have placed any local responsible
cabinet, desirous to maintain peace on the border, in
direct collision with the popular voice.

A stronger instance of the necessity for interference
in local affairs than the recommendation of the British

Government for a merciful course towards the pri-.

soners presented, could scarcely have occurred, for it
has justly been observed, that the honour of England
would suffer, if life were taken unnecessanly. But to
prevent its being taken to a much greater extent than
has been permitted, required much firmness in the

advisers of the government, and much reliance on.

their part on the Imperial authorities for support in
the humane course recommended by tliem.
“To conclude this subject, your Committee would

observe, that so long as England holds sway in the

colonies, there will be a majority seeking for power in
the Provinces; and a minority for justice and protec-
tion, and impartial government. The moment the
provincial magnates are made supreme by the pro-
posed system, interference to do justice will be a
breach of faith; and let it be recollected, that if
England refuse the umpirage between contending

. parties, there is a power at hand, ready and anxious

to join with either, and Wa,tching for the favourable
opportumty :

From these reasonings, it appears evident, thafthe
expenses of military defence in Canada are not to be
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