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Resume: Major Alan* Vernon withdraws fromi part-

nership with Sir Robert Aylward and Mr. Champers-
Haswell, pronloters of Sahara, Limited, because the
editor of "The Judge" has informed him of the coin-
pany's dishonorable xnethods. Vernon refuses to sdil
to Sir Robert a curions idol which has b)een a feature
of the office for over a year, and whîeh seems to have
a talismanie quality. Vernon spends the week-end at
"The Court," Mr. Champers-Haswell's home, and while
there Jeeki, the negro servant, tells the story of the
idol, the "Yellow God," which was brought from Africa.
Miss Barbara Champers, the niece of the liost, is the
object of Sir Robert Aylward's and also Major Ver-
non's devotion. Alan finally wins Barbara's promise
to blecome his wife but their engagement is to be kept
secret. Sir Robert becomes Alan's bitter enemy on
learnîng of the betrothal. Alan and Jeeki set out for
Af rica in searcli of treasure fromn the worshippers of
the Yellow God, "Little Bonsa." In their African
adventures, Major Vernon and Jeeki are attacked by
dwarfs, armed witb poisoncd arrows, who are driven
off by a cannibal tribe, the Ogula, wlio take Alan and
Jeeki prisoners but -treat theni kindly on accouunt of
the Yellow God. Alan faîls sick but the Ogula take
him and Jeeki up the river. They reacli the Gold
House where the Ycllow God is placed and meet tlic
wonderful priestess, Asika, who takes theni through thc
treassire house. The Gold House is a great revclatiou
of riches but Alaui and Jeeki become anxious -when they
observe Asika's determination to make the former hier
'lusband. At the fcast o-f Little Bonsa, Alan i', dis-
gusted by the sdaughter andi heailien orgies,. Alan is
given a store of gnld which lie sends to coast by Jeeki's
mother and snmc of the Ogula whose delf, Fahni, is
auxinus to bc rescuerl.

CIjAPTER XIX.
rit, TIRÉASURP lt(iUSÉ.

SLAN'S recovery xvas ral)i(,
silice, as the Asîka tuld Iim.ii

Sif a patient lived throuigh it.
the kiud of fever that lie liad
taken did tnt last luag'
enoughi to exhist lis vital
forces. Wlieni slic asked hînti
if lie needcd auythiîug t(i
make huîn well, hie answer-
ed: "Yes, air and exercise."
She replied that lie shouldhave botli, and next morning his liated mask was

put upon lis face and hie was supported by priests
to a door wlic a litter, or rather litters, were wait-
ing, one for himiself and another for Jeeki, whu,
aithongl i n robust health, was still supposed to bc
officially iii and not allowed to walk upon lis ownlegs. They entcrcd these litters and were borne
off, tilI presently they met a third litter, of par-
ticnlarly gorgeous design, carried by masked bearers,
wherein was the Asika lierself, wcaring lier coronet
and a splendid robe.

Into this litter, whidh was fitted with a second
seat, Alan was transferred. Tliey went up thc
mountaîn sîde and to the edge of the great faîl, and
watclied the waters thtinder down, thougli the crest
of them they could flot readli.

This journey was the first of many. Every day
thc litters wcre waiting, and thcy visited some ncw
place, altliough into the town itsclf they neyer went.
Moreover, if tliey passed through outlying villages,
althougli Alan was forced to wiear lis mask, their
inhabitants had been warned to absent thcmselves,
so that they saw no one. On certain days, at Alan's
request, tliey were taken to thc spots where the gold
was found, in the gravel bcd of an almost dry stream
that during the rains was a torrent.

He descended f rom the litter, and with the lielp
of the Asika and Jeeki, dug a iîttle in this gravel,not witbout reward, for in it tliey fonnd several
nuggets. Above, too, where they went afterwards.,
was a huge quartz reef denuded by water, whidh
evidently had been worked in past ages, and was stîllso ridli that in it they saw plenty of visible gold.

Not wishing to drift int discussion on, the mat-ter of love, Alan once asked the Asika to define "lier
soul," wlience it came and whitlier shc believed it
to be going.

<"My soul is 1, Vernoon," she answered, "andalready very, vcry old. Thus it lias rnled amongst
this people for thousands of years."

"IHow is that ?" lue askcd, "scîng that the Asika
dies ?"

-' )h nuo, ci-rtîuun. sh ducs nut (lie, sIte oîtiy
c hantge,-,. 'llie n ld blly ( ieus, the spirlit c ate rs itt
anutlier boîdy xxhich is w aitiug. l'luis, mil 1 xvas
fo u rten 1 x a: b ut a conni >u girl, t he daughî ci of
a headutan otf i lia t v illa'ge yui nde r, a t last su tlhey
tell I ic, fo r uf tIi s tin e I hiave uno nieinory. Iiet
thie \,ika <lietl. and as J had thîe secret inarks andi
thie licatit tuit i s licrs, the litsts huirtit lier bondy
hefure Big liun-a, anid suffocatel nue, the cltild, in
the sint ke of thue lîurting. But 1 axx uke agailn, andI
wlhett 1 axx ke the past \vas gune and thie soul nf
the A\sika tilled lie, bringing xxith it its awsfnl nienta
un es, il s gatle reil vi sduu, i ts pîassioîn o>f luove anid
hate, and its pnwýer to iook h.îckxard anid hefure.'

"Do yott exer (Io these tliings ?" asked Alati.
"Backward, ycs; hefore, very little; since yout

corne, not at ail, hecause iny heart is a coward and
I fear what 1 niight sec. Oh! Vernoon, Vernoon,
1 kniow you and yur thoughts. You think me tlie
heautiftul beast \vho loves like a beast, who loves
yutt hecatîse y nu arc wvhite anid (lifferclit frota our
mietn. Weil, what bliere is of the bcast lîî nie the
guils of îîîy peuple gave, for they are devils and 1
aut their servanît. But Iliere is monre than that, there
is goint also wh'li I have won for învself. 1 ktiex
>,o uiwxonld coule, 1 kuexv you xvnuld cole,'' sle xvct
on passintîately. 'Yoti (lu tnt lîlieve tue, Vertnuon.
Vcry xvell, this niglit you shaîl sec, ynu and thai
lîlack dog uif otirs, that you tuuay kîînv 1 (lu tint
trick ynu, and lie sîtaîl tell me what yut sec. for lie,
lieing lut a lnw-borti beast, will spcak the trtîth."

Nuxv Alan xvas molre frightcncd bluat hie had heeti
silice lie set foot ini Asiki-latîd, for of a sutîden this
wvnnan becanie terrible ho lin. 1lc felt that she
knew things which xvere hiddeu frnm hit. For tIe
first tiîîîe lie lîclievetl ini lier, believeil Ilat shc xvas
itore thati a lucre passinate savage set îîy chance to
ride over a liltthirsty triie ; bliat she was orie whn
liai a part ini lus destiny.

"elt tlie huuk ?" lie îîîîîttcred. 'Il du tnot tînîle
stan(ul.

"Vou are very forget fil," she ansxvere(l. "Ver-
nion, we have lived atîd lovecl hefnre. wlun were
twin seuls frouthbe first. That mati tînw, whiî I
told yoti lived once on the great river calcîl thie
Nile, have yonu nu tncnunry nf him ? Weil, wcll, let
it lie. 1 wîll tell yotu afterwarls. Here we are at
the Gold Ilouse again; to-niglit, xvlien I amn ready,
I xvill send for you, and bhis 1 promise, yout shall
Icave nie wiscr tlian yun were."

Wlien tliey werc alone ini their prix'ate rnnmi, Alati
told Jeeki of the expecteil eturtainuett of crystal
ga7ing, or wliabever it îuiglit be, anid the part that
lie was to play in it.

"You say that again. Major," said Jeeki.
balAlan reîîeated thc informnatin, giving every (le-
talthat lie could renuember.
"Oh !" said Jeeki, 'I sec. Asika showv us thinzs,'cause sIc afraid te look at them herself or take

uatli, or can't, or somebhing. She nu ask you bell
lier what she sec, because you ton kind hurt lier
feeling, if liappen to le somiething beastly. But
Jeeki îsiust tell lier liecanse lie so trubliful antd not
care curse abouit lier feeling. Weil, tliat aIl right,
Jeeki tell lier sure enougî. Only, Major, don't ynu
interrupb. Quibe possible, bliese magie things, I sec
one show you see another. So don't you go say
'Jeeki, tliat a lie,' and give me away to Asîka just
becanse you think you -se different, 'cause if s0
you put me into dirty hole, and of course I catch it
afterwards. You promise, Major?"

"Oh, ycs, I promise. But, Jeeki, do you reallv
think we are going to sec anything?"

"Can't say, Major," and lie sliook his leati
gioomily. "P'raps ail put-up job. But lots of rm
things in world, Major,' specially among beastly
African savage, wlio very curions, and always ready
bo pay blood to lad spirit. Hope Asika not get
this into lier liead, because no one krîow what han-
pen. P'r'aps we sec too, mudli and scared aIl our
lives; but p'r'aps ail tommy rot."

"TIat's it-tommy rot," answered Alan. wîo was
not superstitious. "Weil, I suppose that we must
go tlirougli wîtî it. But, oh! Jeeki, I wisli you
would bell me how to get ont of bhis."

"Don't know, Major; p'r'aps neyer get out;
p'r 'aps learn something to-night. Have to do somte-
thing soon if wanb to go. The Mungana's bime
neanly np, and then-oh, my eye !"

It was niglit, about ten o'clock indee(l. thue lour
at whicî Alan generally went to bcd. No message
lîad come, and lie began bo hope tliat blie Asika lad

forgtteîî, or eluangeti lier iltîti, alid x asrj ustlglniig
oi say su tî J ceki \vlieui a lighit cotuitugfrIiîleut
h it attra h cl li, a t t itiout antd lie tuirîudl tu sec lier
statud inig ini a co rnier of thle g rea t nitn h lintg a
latip uin lier luatui anîd lookitîg tuxvarts hiti lier
gultl lreastîuiatc andt eruîxx tu x're g wixitlî every
thle r nuailt'lt, anud sIte wxa s clad o1.tr ratllier itn ilfe(l

itu robes of utre xwuîhite tl xvtli a ktind of îutîîu's
liont, wvlicli lay hack tipoti lier sîlotlers .Also tit
lier artît slie carrieti a sliawvl or x'etl. Stantdinug tluus,
aIl utiîcketi, xvithliher lonîg hair fastetiet in a siti
pIe kuot, slîe still Inoketi very beatiiful, more s0 tItan
shle lîad t'x'ir betil, tiintight \lau, for thie cruelty of
lier face luati fatîcî anid xxas relilae( îîy a iiiystery
x'ery stralîge to sec. Suc ulit tnot ltook quite like a
xvomati, and( that xvas tue reason, perlias. that Alan,
for thec first tinte, 1dbt attracted by lier. Hitherbo
she hati always repellcd liiiî, luit this niglit it was
otherwise.

''i I ow diil von coii' lucre ?' lie aslked ini a miore
getutle x nice bliati lie getieral lx .tiscd tnxvards lier.

Nul iîg bte chiange itu lits toile, slîe stuuiletl slîyly
-titl eveti cohîîtred a lîttle. tiîcu answered:

h'luslîtse lias ttîaiy secrets, Verin. \Vlîei
von~ arc Ior of n i t von s,;hall lea ru thlîî aIl, ti il thieti
I tîîay tnot tell thletii tii von. litit, coutle. tiiere are
otlier secrets xxhici I hope xuttt shahl sec ttî-iglît,
andt Jeeki, coue you aisti, for vout sliall lit the iiouîbl
tif vomir lord, su iliat ytt inav tell lie wlîat îîerliaps
lie wouii hIluiiîle.''

"I xvii] tel] yvon excrytliag., ecerytuing, O Asikai."
aasxvered J ceki, strctcliîig otît lus lîatids andt lîîxx in
alîuost t) thte groutild.

Tîtet tlîey starteil andu fnllonxg lîiaîîx long pas-
sages as lîclore, alblînugli xvlier tiuey xvere thc
sanie tir oth ers Alai enitili luit tell, catie at last to
a lour tliat lie recogtiisetl, that of the Treasure
flotuse. As tliey aliproachll t lus dutîr it onîeî,
auiîî tIiritugl it, I i ke a hiii ited tiîîg, trait thle lied îii-î
cil M ulnganta, huisiiaii tif thîe As ik a, tcrmur, oir tuiad -
tîess, slîining iii lus eyes. Catclîiig siglit oif lus wifc,
xvho bure bte latîtî, lue tiîrew liii îsel f iiponîiis kîîees,
anid stiutcluing at lier robîe, ailtresseti soînie îîctitiîîî
lu lier, speaking st> raîîidly titat Alan cîtulîl tînt
fiillow his worîis.

For a momîuenît site listetîcî. then dragged lier
îlress frotu his nut andi spîîrtîeî hit wibli lier foot.

Witli a groan or a sol), it was diffucuit tii say
whîicl, thue poor mari rose and perceiveti Alau, wliose
face lie îîuw bclield for bte first tinte, since the Asika
Iiad bol luin not tn iîuask Iiîîîself, as tlîey wouid
nucet no une. 'ie siglit of it sceîtedti b fill him
with jealous ftîry; at any rate lic leapt at lis rival,
intendiug, apparetttly, bu catch hit iîy the bliroat.
Alan, wlio was watchiîîg litan, steppeci asitie, su tlîat
lue cane inito violentt contact witu the w'all of the
passage, antI, hialf stîinned lw tîte.shock, reeleti on-
wards lntiebthe darkness.

Alan, wlio wislied for tun confidences, askctl wliab
thc Mungatia was (ioing iii thue Treasure Honse; bu
whicl sIc aiusweredtl bat bhe spirits wlo dwcit blicre
were cabing up lis sotîl, anid wlten tiucy luad de-
voircu il ail, lue wotild go nuail anud kilI hinuscîf.

Tlit she led thue way ituto the hall and up it,
passing iîebween the lieaps tif goid.

On te table wliere lay tuhe nucekiaces of getîts
sitc set down lier laîîp, wluereof the ligît, ail blucre
was in that great place, Rliekereil feelîly tipon the
uuask of Little Bonsa, whicl liati beeti moved tîcre.
appareîutly for sonue ceretiionial purpuse; anti still
nmore feebly upon thîe hideous, golden coututenances
and winding sheets of the alucient, yeilow dead.

"Sit here in front of me,'" bte Asika said bu Alan.
"andi you. Jeeki, sit at your lord's side, anud le silent

bihi 1 bti yen speak."
Then she croucdli down iii a heap behuul bleui.

thmew the clobli or vieil sIc carried uver lier Icati.
and in some way thnt they did not sec, suddcnlv
extinguisîed tIe lamup.

Now tîey were in deep darkness, bIc darkness
of deatî, and in ubter silence, the silence of bhc deati.
No glimmer of ligît. andi yet to, Alan it seeîuîed as
thougli lie could feed tIc flash of thc crystal eves of
Little Bonsa, and of ail btue ubler eves set in thc
masks of blose deparbeti men wlio lad once leen tIe
lusbantis of bhc buoodsbained priesbess of tIc Asîki,
tilI one by one, as sIc wearied of bliem, tley were
bewitcled to madness andti b duotu. In tînt ubter
quiet lic blougît even bliat lie couit lucar then stir
within blicir winding sheets, or it may lave heen
that the Asika lad risen and moved among bhem

(Continued on Page 2.r)


