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the eightcenth céntury. A&ive and indefatigable in the difcharge of his

peculiar duties, he has been accuied of having introduced floth{uinels and

inability into other departments of the ftate. In orderto wipe off the lutter
imputation, we would advile him to awaken the firft lord of the admiralty;
and the [ecretary at war, from the {lumber in which theyare indulging ; and
if we are engaged in a conteft for our laws, our liberties, and our religion,
lat it be conduttcd with a zeal proportioned to the magnitude of the objefts
in difpute, and an alacrity wlich alone will bring it to a fpeedy and ho-
nourable termination. . ; :

PROGRESS OF THE WAR.

- SINCE the altion of the 8th of May, in which the French arc fid to
have loft 4000 men, and the allied armies about half thiat number, we
have not had certain intelligence of any thing of importence having taken
place, in the Netherlands. Reports have beén circulated of anoilier en-
gagement having happened on the 18th of the fame mouth; but we muft
wait for farther information before we can fayany thing of it with certain-
ty. There is hardly a doubt but that the French, in that Cuarter, have
been obliged to take refuge in their fortified towns on the fronriers, which
it will now be the objeét of the allied Powers to reduce.

The following is a lift of the fortified towns on the Freach Jrontier towards
the Auftrian Netherlands, againft which the firength of the allied. Ay-
mies will probably be dirvelied. _ .

Lifle. Never taken but once, by Marlborough and Lugene ; to them it
. cofta fiege of more than three months. ‘

Conde. A very {trong place in French Iainault, and among the few not
taken in that war by Marlborough. '

Maubeuge. Another fortrefs of French Hainault, conftruéted by Vauban
:and capable of a2 good defence. '

-+ Valenciennes. A place of firength and importance, little inferior to Lifle,

and which allo hasa firong citadel. The country round it can be over-

flowed by fluices from the Scheldt. -

Quéfnoy. A {mall fortified town in the diftri® of Valenciennes, taken
by the Alliesin 1712, and the next year retaken by the French under
Villars. . ‘ -

Cambray. A large town' well fortified with a citadel. The garrifon
has, like that of Valencienncs; the advantage of being zble to overflow
the country. : . S ' o

Landrecy. Befieged to po-purpofe,in 1712, by Prince Eugene. |

Bouchain! A place fortified by nature and art,. the marfhes and inundations
‘rendering it difficult of -accefs. f : :

Donay. A largétown of no inconfiderable firengthin French Flanders.

Bethune, A place fortified by Vauban, with a citadel, and advantagcouf-
Iy fituated upona yock. -~ - : ‘ ' o

~dire, A firong townin Artois ; it coft the Alliesin 1710, a ficge of two -
months, o : e : _

+St." Venant. A place not fo well fortified ; but it'can be laid under water.

* - Arras. The capital of Artois, and fortified in part by Vaubzn, Thisis’

the lalt garrifén town on the 'Northern Frontier. S

s 5 Infurrettion in Frasce. o

- » Formidable as the-combination againft the French is yet confidering the

- ' . : : firength

-



