
PROCEEDI N('. 0F 'I'E CANADI AN INSTIITUTE.

inust have becai thus created !i the developineait of' the literatuire and custoîns of
the Irish aîîd Scottislî Gacîls.

"lUltonian liero Balladls, eolleced in the H-iffhlands and Western lIîles of
Scotlaîîd froni the year 1510 and at successive periods tiii 1870''; sucli is the desig-
nation of a book %whielî wvas puiblisiieci soinc tnie ago by H-ector ilacLean, tîtîder

nesz; and liberality to hionour ai.,[ befrieud anly nlative ot' thiir islaiid Who siueeeds,
inii naking a nîaine li Iiiînseli' iii the doîin of' Gacelie leariiîîg. To tliat niunîher
belongcd the late Hector'iIcLaî who arranged ai traiîîslatcd Mie lt ltoffian
Hero Ballnds. He lias rendered iii othie' respects important services to the cause
of Gaclie literature. He was an able coadjutor of the late Mr. Camîpbell, wvho
compiled 11Leabliar Feinnie." "11The large ainounit,"I Mr. MacLean %vrites, "9of
Ir'ishî Saga literatuire belongiiîg to the Ultoniaiî cycle dates iii its foi-in back to the
teîîth century, and there is MNS. tradition of part of*it extending back to the seventh
century. Dîfferent foî'îns of the saine Sagai eau bc discrimniniiated as fitr baek as th ere
are mneans of research, and these, Sagas have tinidergonie the saine lîarinoinisiîîg
proeess, but niot the saine euhecnîerisingr 1)iocess as the earliest aniîals. The saina
inedilleval selîool ivas Conspienlous iii thîis onîe case -as in the other. Tiiese hallads
]lave foi nany cenîturies l)eeni sugelleearsed iii tie I [izghlands.'' Mli'.1 MacIeani
lins mnade an impor'tant begfint,îg i invetgtn a depai'tinent of litei'attî'e wvhicli
concerais Iirishî and Scottisli Gaeîs alike, and vhîiclî dleinaiîds anucli more extensive
study tlîan it lias yet î'eeeived.

Iîiî Loin MacDonîal is one of the most talentcd anid sat'irical poets ini the
entire, ratîge of Gaclie poetry. 'Tue hiî'gest aind best collectioni of the uîoeîns of
Luid fainous bard was publîslied soîne titue aigu iii Aîtigoîisli, Nova Scotia. TIhe
11ev. A Mý-acLeani Sinclaii', vhio prepai'ed the collectionî iii question, liaLs ahî'eady
gained for lîiiself agî'eat repuitation foi' his iuurecmittiîîg devotioii to Gaelic, lite-ra-
ture, and to thie l)erpettatioii of Gaehie poetry. Ifle take-s an al'ectinig leave of lus
laboui's iii beiaif of laixi Loin iii thiese words :'I Beaiiachl lent Iaini Iiuiin, cliînir
mise d'oraiîi a miachi cho inaith 's elio ceaî't 's a b' uiri'aîîn mi. '1ha inianl docb
as gu tig aon eîginui aui dleigh. a ni îîa's fhcaî'r.''

IlLy'a. Celtica"I is thie niaine of an ithtlologý,y of representative Celtice poetry,
whicli is cdIted by Eli',abeth A. Shar'p, with i aitroduction and noctes by William
Sharp. Thie Il Lyra CeltiC!'' ivas publislie< dîuing)rr 1896. It is a lar'ge, vaiid aiid
iiîteresting collectionî of Celtie poetry, conltainingc, ias it (1(c5, aîc ient Irish anîd
Scottisli poeîns, :uîcieiit Cor'îislî anîd enrly Aiîoricaîî î)oeius, eaî'ly (Jymric aîîd
mediaeval. Welsh ; Irish moden aîîd coiuteînpoiiiî'y Scoto-Celtic, (iniddle peî'iod),
modemn aud coitcinporary Scoto-Celtie, coîiteinporary Anglo-Celtie poets (Wales),
eontemporar37 Aîîglo-Celtie I)oets (Manx), eoîîteinpoî'ary Aiîglo-Celtie poets
(Cornishi), modern contcinporary Breton, the Celtie Fi'inge. Miss Sharp lins
accordingly travelled over a very extenisive field iii lier desire to gathci poctical
flowers for lier Celtie anthology. It is reînarked iii the pref'aee, that the volume
Ilis no more tlîan a.n early, and in a seîîse nîerely arb'itrary, glean'iîîg froîn an
abundant harvest."1

0f recent years, we have lîad maiiy ivorks of the greatest value in Celtic
ethnology, philoiogy, hîstory, arehîaeology, art, legendal.ry ballads aîîd romance,
folk-lore and litei'ature. In the nîationîal libraries of Great Britain alone it is esti-
mated that if all the unedited MSS. were priîîted thiey would fill at leils't 1,200 or
1,400 octavo volumes. Thougli the soiîgs aîîd poonis aîîd ballads thiat the "lLyra
Celtica"l contains appear in an Enghisli dress, it is possible, hiowever, for the
student to discern thie peculianities of thie mind and lîcart, of the thSuglits and
feelings, customis and manners of thie various Celtie races. There are to, be found
side by side*iii thie "lLyra Celtica"l translatioiis of the soîîgs anîd poemis that were
wvont to be sung and to be admired ini distant days of Celtie warfure and exploits
by '%Velsh and Cornisli aîîd Arnîoricaîî Ceits, and by Irish aîîd Scottislh Gaels
and Mauxinen. There must be those îvho, elated by the strong vitahity wvhich is
pulsating now tlhrough, the arteries and veins of the Celtie races, wvil1 caîl in question


