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THE COAL QUEBSTIOR.
BY 5. O DALLES.

ESSRS. Horstlo Beymoue, A, G Stavens and
Bobert Hadding, a comamittes appainted st a
recent meeting of the citizons of Ruffalo to memo-
rislian Coogroa on the cor! question, havg iatsly
aubimitted & report embodying the reaults of their
enquiries and abservations on this (m?omm: subjeat,
whlch prévonts many {aots of interest and vaino that
wrn desorving of expecla) notioe  In this documont it
t4 statad that tho vorago cost of atl thocosls mined In
Greal Britsin In IR04 was &1 15 per ton st the wtogth
ofthe pit,  Tu 1000 the lowest ostimate of esst it tno
apthracitn fegion o} Pennegivanin, {oelading all ex.
ponses of machinery and repalrs, was about 5 conta
per ton, and the highest seldatn resshed $1  The
roport {urther sistes that, pp 12 1209, anthracite cosd
was never sold for moro than $4 per lou, which wan
shovae tha wibera] averngg for sovesst years. From
18543 to 1821 tho wholesala nnﬁa in Phlladalphia and
Note York wis feom 23 13 10 $4.19, apd §t ordinsrily
exrled but tittle from £3 583, When the iofiation
began, the prics of coal rose to 46 L0 In A~ zust, 1863,
aad?to 510 75 in 1884, Eince then thovaluc of anthra.
cite hae fluctusted considerably, faliiog ay Jow as
50 11 Miay leat, and agsis rivivg withia tho pastfew
weekwas hialas 810 75 Theso facts ars signideant
Under orduasry alrcgmstances, the guestion of how
to obinln &xn abundaat uugpty of cost at IRir prices,
important to 1l ¢} of the 1ty atiks, would
resolve §tself into & simplo question of Isbor and
iransporistion; in other worde, how chesply it can
to mined and distributed, This ts true £, the present
wstanse, but before e ace ifkely to tines the diffical
tics growting vat of thers tmporiaat q&\zutlous satisfag-
sorily sdfusted, 13 will bo necessary that tha existing
combiuntions botween minfeg and ocarrviog cow-
paofes b broken up. This can only be elfected
shroogh compeution, A jong ks wo sro depandent
for our fuel an ono locniity of vesy itmoiled axtent,
from which the Iarzest possible yield caunot vory
wuch oxceed the immoediste demsends of copsunmears,
co-oparation between ths variows rniorasts mvo)md
will be possibic and indeed inovitabis This fast W5
fuily clgpmcmed Gy the munsrs, as weil we 1he apera.
tare, gf the anibrschic busio, and to this dangerous
knawledge the ;sresent dsfcuity beiween the work.
men and empluyary st the mines isio & great dezres
attributable.” Tho careis emply this- Knowing that
iso Yenpsywvanin compunies oonirol ths only source
from which anchracite can be obsssned, tho miners
demand, firet, such & rhare of -tho protits 0f the bosi.
ness &3 thoy may at any tms sco ft to sk, second, the
righ to cut off the whota supply of coat and af} em-
ployroent of e capital tnveried tn miaing operstions

whonever they plesse, and until consamers are forced -

© pay such prices ax-may suit the aners  Added to

these unYoasonabls demande, thero ty also the zescrved.

priviloge of asing foreo 1o- provent the employment of
{hose wiyo may be wiiing to work on ather terms
than those prescribed by tho miners’ uulons. 1t is
evidest that oo ruch conditions sy those domanded in
the **bagls’ can be sceepied by the ocompanies
Whates ey mag be the terma of the compromise agroed
upog the winers most eventuslly abandon thew poste
uder 1In arder to bo in barmony with, the interests
ol labor mast basubseryient to, the interrsis of capital.
tab.r 1a this depasiment of industry 13 and atwaye
@ 1 be gbyndsat.” Thero ate okilied miners 1o masy
parts of the United: States besides Penpayivana, and
rogiand, Wales, France, Belgium and China cap
1uruisl) 43 many a8 may be n The proposston
. umpurt a large furco of Cooltes 18 0w ander con
mderstion, and it is probadle the scheme wild bo oar-
~ed tuto eflect bofora very lung. Maoy of the costerias
e aow standing idle tbat, if steadily operated, womid
materiai:y 1wcrvare tho c«igggly af coat aow anuually
19! upow the merked. wagid 0o dondt hava
¢« me Y. Qaence in Juweriog rhe grice of faet, bat we
* cve Wrtts reason to bellove thal the aduption of such
« murge would: prove of much permanent beuefit to
‘e grogt mass of cobsumers throughoat the coantry

White the iromediate canes of the presens kigh price

Y coal ta the stnke op tha part of the minars, it s
augily teeo funt the queston of isbor is of gecondury
mportance, aund that tho tomporary rdjustment of the
Bicarty which gssusxted s new phese each yeor, would
oot tring down the price of snthreciie to the Jowest
figure at whick it conid. be protisably 2olg to the catte

sompanies aro to closo and ntimato that the resnits
sro praclically tho eame. As the leading {raasports
ton enmpanies ganerally represont the entive capitas
javested fo coal mining operatione, tto ona but the
consumer bys reason to completn at & charga of two
«nd ahalf or thres cants & talls per ton for carrylog
onal to market whent © s an sdmitied fact that it
could bo carried profitably far ono and s.haif cents
A tlngle exception to this s found in the casg of the
Resdiog Hafiroad, which iv eomplained of the
operators as chnrging 8 tan of prices t <t absorbs
ossrly the whole profita of tha srade of the Sehuyikifl
raglon  Thess fow {aols are asl 1that sre needed to
thow that although thero exists & rivatry brtwean the
carrving fan, tho petition {3 not of & kiod
to result ia benofit to the consumer.

A correspondent of the Evening Post whosalolters
from tho sathracite reglen ovines a thorough know.
fedgp 0t tha sabiect of which he froats, estimates tho
carrying capacity of the Avo compantos suppiying the
New York msrket from the Wrommx and Lebigh
Valioye, at 10,000,000 tons sunuaily. it fylly and con.
stautly emoployed. Th's amount 1a greater than gould
bo Sold at & wholssale prico of five dollsrs per ton.
Tho rsmao suthority states that the Sehnelkill Canad
coald bring Mx mitops moro o Philsdelphin: and
thst tha varlous saflronds and canals to the interior
ocould distributs threo millions more: sa that with
existing faoilitics, nearly 15.000.000 tone could bo dis-
tributed annosily. (¥ith shis abavdant enpply, which
would not boin excors of tho produciag capreity of
tha mines, cost coald ba sold by ths cargoat 84 Edper
ton and then yield & bandsomo Yroﬂt to &Y who ware
interestod in miping or handling it Uioder theco
circumstances tho highiest rotast prico wonld nn* ex-
ceed six dolints per ton  The disproportion tetwesn
these fgures and the prices now charged shows thst
ihere is & wrong. eotuawhare and it 18 meaorable to
infer that it 12 not to thointorest of tho producing and
carrylog companios ta right it

1t ts probabla, howarver. tht the tege solution of the
cosl queation will saon be lound tn ihe establishment
of an aoliva gompeatition with the suthrecits toterests
of Pounsyivanin. Foriaguslely we are got dependent
on 8By one oeasily for oursupplv of avallnble minprad
fuet. An 2 oaof more than twn hundred thayssud
SYUATD INh .9 OF QUr CFFHOrY 13 Known 10 bo cavared
«lth bisamiaous coal, and 83 this 19 pearly forty tmes
as great as the entirs cost depomta of Great Britafo,
e suppiy may be conztdored pranticaliv {nevhanst(
bte. Thess qpposits ars found in Marviand Virginis
% osterm Fendayivania,uobio Alssourt. 294 mapvothar
seciions of ¢ha-country snd oved the least of them
e considered suffeently largo to supply sny local
demand that (s kel sriso Of theso fimast.
boundiess cost flelds tha most conveniant to New
York and the Esstern markets ara the « ymbartgnd
Qeposits of Maryingd aud Vrginia. where minas are:
now gollvely workaa by the Battimoro and Ohio Nom.
paoy  The retsil arice of this o 21 1p the New York
market 13 about §2.50 per ton, aud aithongh leay con-
vontent far. ponersl nsa than antliracite, ¢an beburved
in mosc raoges, furnsces aud stoves, ss well as in
grater, The trade in this coai liss fmiriy donbied
within the past Hyo years, Kud 10 1863 over 1.5060,000
tons wete seat to marken. If the guoc ot athracito
does not 121l be'ors cold weather, it is prohsble that
the demand for bituminous coal will be inrzaly to.
creased, apd a3 11 c9n De mined cheapar that anthrs.
} Gite, SBAp at No distenl gy Aupereeda 1t tor ganersl |

aso  Bhouwd the demand exceed ke supply obtain. {
abje from the Cumberiand repign, the hitowminoos
¢ depostts of Western Penus ivanis could assily mgke
} up the defioeno fhere 18 another sourco bestdes !
4080 epumersied (o woich the peopie ol the Nartherp t
aod Eastarn &tates ard oow turimng thewr atieation. t
snd Ahore 1t 1» fioped oot oDy 10 obiaan an.abundant !
spply 01 cieap fuel, Got 2isa to God tho only verma.
nent remedy for the pressnt apd prospeotive dis
§ orders of our QUUIDE BLerestas 10 mines of Britad
; Norta Amerses, and especsaily of the frovinea of t
‘Nava 8 Tuo g q 1ately given to.1hesa !

cuasl fletds by the statements padlishod concerning
§ tham in most of the loading journels of the TToited !
| dtates, and the efort now being made to fores the !
repeat of tue tanfl en foreign coat, 10 order 10 securo
'ila iotroducticn o the American marketm competds
tiop Peonsylvanis anthraciio, shows that the axtant
-aud quality of 1he.u deposits are not generslly sndar-
8 . god & taw‘factx respectiog them may bo of
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sumer The ctal businers is st pregent pr »
coutratled Ly lour ar ivg great tranaporiation com-
pantes, who own-2nd operatd waD;
iwsides possessing the only wvenues of communication
®ih e marlets; which ensbiss thet to manage
Lose ownoed by fadividusls and ecorporitions other
%0 indepondent. The greatest of tho earrying com-
ixuies 18 the Reading Raflroed, which basslmost 8
@mopupoly of the coal trauaporiarion from the Sebuyl
L3 reion 10 Fhugdelphis, aud carvied to 1863 about
vt XK tous, Desiled tho smount «hipped by the
Subuy iRl Lanal, which iy controlied oy tho rallrosd
*-DpINY, DMOBRUDG Lo sbour ono milion tons duriug
‘e ame partod.  From tho Lebigh-distrior thare e
1wy £tvR) carriers—tae fanigh Can) and Wavigation
Luspany, and the Leliiph Villoy Rsbirosd the {armer
compg the Ledigh Uaonw to Eastow aud-lexsing the
Delgware Diviglon Canal from thay polnt. to Philae
deiphia: wnd the tstter having » road irom the Wyo.
meg Valicy to Esaton, with branches to otbel tmpor
o pante,  From the Wyoming suines therg sro
threo corl roptes: the Delawarp and tadson Csoal,
weh last vear darried soope 1,849,000 tous of anthra
chay the Lolawsse, Lackawans and ¥estorn Bal
oz, ing 1,900,000 tons {21963, aud the Pannsyl
vani3 Cogi Company a Now York corporaticp, own:
iug . road from Pittsen Lo 1 Delswsre and Hupdron
&w::;sxat Bawley apd oconnecting with ¢he Erls Ball
(s the Sow Yory marker, ~ It caunaet bo claimed that
Loers i3 any combinarion betwesn carrying eom:
penics azainst ths ‘deresta oI copsumers: but the
fCiatlons gRIsiing belwout tho mining and carrying

i 2L IO ORrr -
The cnlz cont deposits of Novs’Ssotia sre bitumin-
of the wives, { gus,sud the ¢ yield of the veinsalready openad

in 1353 wiis company earried wbout 560.053 tons !

avers
‘18 40 bettor than lﬁn now siined {a ths Cumberland.
Tuoers sro but three lmportant soal fivlds {a ths Pro.
vinco, those of GGlaco Bey Sidoey and Picton 1bs
wives of Glace Bag and e lmmeglate astghborhgod
yield an excallent quality of ges cosl, copgsiderable
usntitios of which aro sow used io the gas works of
,g}oeton and Now York, mixed with Pannsylvacia gns
conls The mines of Bivno-- and Pictau are of Jess
value yieldtog only a limited quantity sad of A mucly
poorer qortity 1p po senee sdaptid to domestis uga
A {ow vplps sre opened arad oomhpsmtively fitdds
capital ia ipvested ir MIDINR opeYRiigns. Sbowid a
now demsng arigo it {s vy bable that sbandant capital
oould be obizined 1» the United States for the openlng
of oow volns, but ander the cirssmstancer we do not
soo that snch 8 Gersand is sikely 10 8rise, aveD in caxo
tho tari{f shonld be repealod at the pext sorsion of
Congresa, as it pr- bably wili'be. Tho Jowest price at
which Nova Scotia can pow. bo sold by the cargo
at New York Is 83 per ton, inoiadiog the doty of $125
in gold  Ifthis daty wese reprafed, Sova gcotia coal
wonld still bo worth mure thin Cowberiand coal.
Tha getpal cost of mining o that Provinen s £2
ton, sud of fretent to New York §3  This wenid
equal 1D vatuo the |, resant whalgads prios of bitamin.
pus conl, silowing no wmargin for prolts ¢ the pro.
dgesr sud deaier or the .ocidental expensss of
handliny. Comberiznd cosl i1 now-gelling at Al

‘producing <25 38 por quariey is T mord Ter

audria for & 7 and st New York far $5.75, ohespor
B ova Bratia cosl aowmd bo imporied daty Froo.

Considered practioally, thrzefeve, snd without dny
referonon to the princi‘sslm Invalved wa cannot sed
how the repeatof the tarlit would boprodugtivaot any
grest benefit {0 tha commuvplty | Evidently tha
marentent fn feror of abolishing of tha-tact Keison
{eom & populsy over-oatimsts of thn ndrantagesto ba
aerived from the competition thus opened with Pena-
syivaniaanthracits. “In fact, {8 would seam s if tho
om{ immedistn koJutlon of tha coal quation wae to
bo found fa tha mom genora] uso of o8 ewa tLilnmin.
ony cosl whaths §2 Is poesible to subatitutd 1t for
anthrachts, Itis not Hkely that the prosent prices of
tho Iatiar will sang Lo sustafned, bot we have no
roason to tope that as tong as tho presont dematid
for it coutinues, L will xgrfn 18ft to tho somparatively
iow price at which 1! was eold in former years.—
Lluni'a Merchans's Magazne

SETTLEMENT OF THE HODSOR BAY COX-

PANY'S CLAIMS.

HE Commissioners aader the treaty botween tho
Talted States and Great Britain of July, 1853,
for 1he sstilemant of tha clafms srislag cut of the
Oregon troaty, kave becn In «ctsdon somo tHome de-
liborating on the claims preegated to them, which
clatms, §t is to ha poted amoaniad to tha sum of
€423 T2 1o gotd L tho Hudsen Bay Compaoy, sgd
£1153.000 in gold sor the I‘u{wt Bound Company.
Thoy have prononsesd avwards in favor of the Hodson
Bay Companwsf £470,000, and of the Puget Sound
Company of $203.038.  A. 8. Jolnson, Cotamissioner
oo the part of the Uonited Staice, read ac clatomte
opiolon 1o sopport of his views, aad the.Hon. John
, Commidaioner on the part of Gireat Britaln, did
tha eame, fo tho presence of Caleb Coshing.and €..D.
Dav, counsel 1or ths two Governmonta respectively.
Ttis g;omh!e that the Jadgment of the commissloners
wiit pablfshed at tull loogih. 1hep appearsd to
10 bave Qiffored somowhat In thelr sppreciation of the
testimony as to valus, and to have modided their res.
Fccuvc vigws o2 10 the amount 4o be awarded rather
han fuone tha hazard of further seferesce. Bv the
decision a very lung controvemy, which op saveral
oceasions threatensd Lo dntub tho amicabie reifuons
of thp two couantries, Is hrought to & olose, The ovi-
donca snd arguments are very-voluminens—~upawards
of sno bundred and seyenty witnesies, tedding (o afl
parts of thid cohalry 20d Earapo, beeing Heen
examined - 104 .0 proccedings embraes thres thovs
sand fve GQundred p‘;ges of psinted mattar It 18 gup-
siderod satistactary.1o find that in o complicated aitd
g0 long continged & uallons! dispyte, the Commirs
stagers of tho two Goverpments hava been abie-to
secord an opluion  The 8u finy Comgmy FLY.d
the Puget Busod Company sre required by the awards
to reléase to the United Blates all the nofsamary sights
balopgiog to thew in Oregon and Washinglon terrd-
tory which were the eubject mattar of thelr sespective

alzirng agalnst the United dtates.
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~ATEST ENGLISH COMMERCJAL REWS,
{Cor, of the N. Y. Financu Chronscle.y
Lowpox, Bopt. &, 1850,

Wabsvanow sencked the-close of » prowraoied snd
remarkable whbat ssazon, sad-a brigt setrospect may
7t be uuapprepriate or usinteresting. The season
commoenced gt an unnanally early perfod, owing totha
forwsrd 8tsts of the crops in 1553, Io the eariv parg
3¢ May, 1nat geas, bo avarsge privo of Englian whest
was as high a3 T4s 74 per yawrter, Latthe prospocs of
wn car'y avd abundanl orup, greduced, {tom that
period to the tims when the Larvest had ¢ommanced,
w etoady downward moyerment o prices. The vesult
was that by .the 17th of Jaly, there had boen & deciinn
of 31 4d, o7 ti: £5s pet.quarter. YWhen the unexsmpied
sbundance of the harvest of 1863 had, howevet, 0o
come & matter of ﬁeneni kaowledge, the [aslin prices
bocame more rapid, 20d thore was kn almust.aoater

feuptad decline untll 1be 19th of Decomber, when 438

B2 waa tha aversgs quotasun, Hrom ihat paiot,
-thora was & recovery of St 2 ta 2o per quslier; bug
in April May and Juno there was much heavipess in
the trade, &84 op tho Bth of Mav ihs. avorszo price
of English wheat was only $4s4d pex quartor, Towands
tha close of the eetson, Rrisiog from cavaes winsh are
toa recentta regqul o recapitulution, ;hege FEIANLOTO
§iy 24, which 13 tba closing price of tho season, and
which $s 2394 tower than {he termination ot 3847-8,
The tab)s which follows thows the gversge prive of
English wheat in Esgland and YZeles cach week sluco
tho commencemeonts of tho eerdn 157248 From this
it will bo sei:n that nutmithiclandiapibe sbandant:
of tast year, ths %ﬂcu WaS $e¥er &t go-Jow a pointas
in 15345, This, howover, iz easily e#xplainec. Ths
orops of mﬂmmdnw 1n I852 woro vary iarge, sud
‘had becn precoded by an abundapy carveet in 1863,
The resull woa that at tha commencemeny o3 15655
thero was & large supply of old wheat io mock, shlie,
at (the ¢gme time now fr-;nuw came frecly 1o markst.
Even trom-ihe tow dverage of 42x 24, there wes an
aunust srintessapted il goth tie olosn 0f the vear
wben tho averago JROIaMOnL 198y om’{‘m ing; ang
sithoaghn wheat beis o little déasar duriny the
atier part of the degean, the aversgd price for 1346
was only 408 8 ger quurter  The abaudsnos of the
crop ot has bad 4 fmportant ¢fiedt upon prices;
but it hes not forced them down toso low 3 point,
The lowsst ofichil &reraga was 244 4, which by a2l
sbove that of IESHE.  Bur 8% the cleis of 19578, the
supplies of 0ld Wheat wenq ushgasied, ang tho-tow
crop -came rapidiy tuto consuipptdn &t en darly
od A very important fail, howerer, took plics,
nud toe eatisiaciory reanlt 4 sacertaiped that Enplieh
witext wos jow &0 fo1 quarter chesper than fn ($37 8,
That resuil oot only bencittsd the dome@ingy, but tha
srower gigo, for it 13 evident that &n sbugd ngmp
£ TAUVR
than a ecanty orop yleldmg 633 L4 por quarier.  YWith
vezend 10 the Jature, 13 does not appesr probable tha



