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ANGLICANISM AT
WAR FRONT
fneaibatey
One of the many good points of the
British army is the recognition of
the fact that a man's religion is a
matter of real importance., When
the soldier enlists one of the questions
asked him is, "What is your religion?
This is followed by an entry on the
paper on which registered his
record in the The church
parade on Sunday is a military duty,
chaplains are provided only in
the time, but also
in generous numbers when the troops
g0 to war. Since the Crimean War
Catholic chaplains have been regular
ly attached to the forces in the field.
In earl the only provision
made consisted of Anglican chaplains
for most regiments and Presbyterian
chaplains for Scotch 1
Until very lately
officially that a sol
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in the present
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mense number of
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state that they were either Catholics
or Presbyterians, they were almost
invariably entered as Church of Eng
land. Catholic even if they
were men who were negligent in the
practice of their religion were us
ly keen about being entered as Cath
olice. But the (I h of England
figures in ¢ included a
large ¢ had
never thought until
they joined the
The raising of the new
by voluntary enlistment
conscription has swept millions into
the ranks during the War. There
have been some very intere ting dis
cussions
a8 to the religion
These are all the
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they throw so much light
religion of the
general, for the army includes
the manhood of the country from the
age of eighteen to forty-one, which
san be set free from civil occupa

tions. Much of the evidence is sup

plied by the letters and reports of
Church of England clergymen, who
are acting as (‘h\.)‘ul]]h ahd the net
result of them is to show that for
immense numbers of the English
people religion is something of a very
vague and rudimentary character.
Disappointing as this is, there is no
reason to be surprised at it. The
statistics of church attendance in
London' and the other great centers
before the War showed that vast
numbers of the people never went to
a church of any kind, except perhaps
on the occasion of a wedding or a
funeral, and in the English primary
gchoc with the exception of those
of the Catholic Church, the Church of
England and a small number belong
ing to the Wesleyan body, there has
for more than forty years been no
definite religious instruction. It is
no wonder then that one finds Angli-
can chaplaing expressing their deep
digappointment at finding the tens
of thousands of men, nominally be
longing to the Church England,
are utterly without instruction and
have never brought into con
tact with any religious practice be
yond taking their place in the ranks
at the weekly Church parade,
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come unpleasant reading for the keen !

Chrjgtian ; and it must be admitted
at once that organized religion
makes little appeal to many of the
men, and that there is no universal
desire to worship God and hold com
munion and intercourse with Him |
through the recognized channels, |
which only shows how sadly Lhu"
Christian Church has failed in the
past.’

On the other hand the chaplain
notes that there is a marked revival ’
of faith in God’s existence, goodness
and power. One doee not come |
acrosg atheism, but on the nilmr‘
hand, " This revival of faith in God ‘
does not manifest itself'in any great |
unm\.d of the desire to worship |
Him.” There is some revival of |
faith in prayer, as the result of men ‘
finding themselves under the stress
of danger and suffering. There ig a
revival also of " faith in human im.
mortality,” but with this very vague
ideas as to what the future life is.
Thus, " The connection between the
forgiveness of 8in and the state of |
the departed is not universally recog-
nized.” There is a very general idea
that death in action justifies a man
in the sight of God. At the same
time there is a more friendly attitude
towards organized religion.

This is a fair summary of the chap

n's evidence, and the net result is !
l#slm\\ that even such revival as he
is the acceptance of a kind of
natural religion without any really
marked Christian character. The
plain fact is that vast numbers of the
men now in the ]l‘.l\!' never
ceived kind instruction
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he had been giving some
an instruction, of
said: "You're telling the
things we ought to have learned
when we were children.” Another
chaplain sums up the situation by
saying that the majority of the men
have no idea of the supernatural
and only an elementary code of
ethics. Last autumn the Archbishop
of York, summing up the impression
he had derived from the
reports, wrote that:

"One cannot suppose that the mul
titudes of men at the front have gone
through religious awakening I'he
chaplaing’ reports show appalling
ignorance of the Church’s
ments and faith on the part of great
numbers of men, who desc them
selves members of the Church of
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There has been much
as to the way in which
should be approached
Church chaplains
largely based Catholic teaching,
i t on some doctrine of efli
cacy of the sacraments as a necessity
But the Chaplain -General has not
appointed many of them. Low
churchmen and I..(\nl churchmen
abound among the and
one hears from some them state
ments that dogmatic
necessary, and
the men. The
is that most of the
the elementary ideas or the pre-
liminary training that makes the
chaplain’'s appeal to them effective.
One of the Anglican chaplains, the
Rev. B. H. Berlyn, served first in a
large garrison at home, and then at |
the front. He has given an interest
ing account of his experiences. Of
the 18,000 Church of England men in
the garrison he found that only 60 |
took any interest in religious mat-
ters. At the front, in dealing with
the sick and wounded he found them |
most utterly wuninstructed, and he
was startled at the contrast between |
his own men and the Catholics. He |
found these crowding round their |
priests, eager to receive the sacra- |
ments of the Church, and as he puts |
it, " knowing exactly what to do,
and what they expected their chap
He was struck
too, by seeing ‘' the real Catholic
spirit of the Church, the French, the
English, Belgians and even German
prisoners all receiving the same
sacraments from the same English
priests.” He realized the living
reality of the Catholic system, and
its effectiveness. He now him
self a Catholic serving as a combat
ant officer at the front,
Another tells of his
from the ignorance of the
talks to a wounded man and finds he
knows nothing. He supposes he has
been baptized, and has a vague idea
that there is a mysterious God some
where, and that about all., This
unfortunate condition of affairs
naturally results from the fact that a
whole generation has grown up
gely without any definite religious
hing., As to the talk that dogma |
3 not the thing for the soldier
is the striking fact that definite
teaching makes religion a reality for
the Catholic soldier, both in the |
British and in the French armies, and
it has an attraction for the It
is something practical which they
There is proof of it
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Men of all creeds have been im
pressed by what they have seen
Outholicism as a living force for good
in France., Thus, we find a

into
both
front,

House of Commons, Mr., Ian Malcolm

giving this account of his experiences |

on the French front:

“Lhave seen regiments and battal
ions bowed in worship, silent congre
gations at all hours, prostrate in
prayer and intercession. They were
not moved to such devotion by any
indeterminate, undenominational,

new-fangled theories of a higher life, |

No, they were just practising the
religion taught them by their
mothers, or their village priests in

of |
| staple
Scotch | T
Presbyterian, a member of the British |

day, that they reduce their consump-
tion of whent bread by one quarter
and that they use perishable and non-
exportable products to the greatest
poesible extent as sybstitutes for the
foods required for export,
I'he appeal to the housewives is con
tained in the one word substitute,

| When they realize the great need of

food

the fighting forces and our Allies
they will also save every ounce of
possible in order to release
more for export. To do this means
the complete conservation of our

|
| food supplies and the elimination of |

| workers I

waste,
To
your

yourself, to
Committee
wish

the members of
and to your co
to express my great

| appreciation of the services you are

their childhood, a religion based upon |

the most definite, the most
principles of the Incarnation and the
Atonement. That was what they
wanted in time of trouble. No
shadowy substitutes, no compromises
would give them the courage they
needed in the trenches. Under the
shadow of the guns, or stunned with
grief, they turned again like children
to their mother’s knee, and clasped in
faith the outstretched hands of the
Man of Sorrows

These are all striking testimonies
to the need of definite religious
teaching, and of such teaching in
early life. There is a mass of evi
dence to that the Catholic
system this effectively
Once a man has had his training, he
may far astray and neglect the
religion he has learned, but face to
face with death he is eager to return
to it, and the way back is a simple
straight path that is well known to
him, It remarkable fact thiat
among the Church of England chap
lains the men who have most influ
ence are precisely those who have
adopted a large part of the Catholic
system of belief and practice.—E, L.
Millard in America.
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The Organization of
Committee desire to bring - this
appeal of the Food Controller before
every housewife in Canada :

Office of the Food Controller,
Ottawa.

September 14th, 1917,

To Lady Hendrie, the Members

the Women's Auxiliary of the

Organization of Resources Com-

mittee and their co-workers
throughout Ontario :

Great Britain and her European
Allies look to Canada for food. The
King has notified the Canadian Gov-
ernment that " Increased supplies
are absolutely essential to the defeat
of the enemy's devices and to a
speedy and successful termination of
the War.”

Lord Rhonda, the
Controller, has told the
that Great Britain looks to “ the
resources of Canada and to. the
of Canadians for
answer that will shatter Ger
many’s threat of starvation.’

There is a world famine of wheat
and a world shortage of beef and
bacon. These are the commodities
most required for overseas. It
ensure supplies of these foods
other non-perishable and
storable ydities that every
housewife being asked to sign the
Food Pledge. Canada has
dance of other foodstuffs. By
ducing dome 1sumption
wheat, beef and bacon and by u
substitutes the housewives
Dominion can give vital war service
They will give it they realize
the necessity. All that asked at
present is that they do not use
and bacon on two days a week or
than one meal on any
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giving in circulating the Food Sery
ice Pledges by a house-to-house can
vass and thus bringing home
ectly to the people the
need for substituting other foods for
those required for export.
is an arduous one,
that the housewives
will respond
appeal,

Your task
but I am confident
of Ontario
splendidly to your war

Very truly yours,
W. J. HANNA
Food Controller,

(Signed
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THE CHRISTIAN
BROTHERS

LA SALLE
AURORA,

DE COLLEGE
ONT.

The Christian Brothers are
grateful to the Reverend Clergy and
the Separate School teachers of the
Province for their deep interest and
their hearty cooperation in sending
the De La Salle Training
College, Aurora. In thus fostering
vocations they are furthering the
great cause of Catholic education.
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CHAPLAIN'S HEROISM

In his vm'm::lut- from the front, pub-
lished in the London Daily Dispatch,
Percival Phillips speaks in terms of
the highest praise of the part played
by the Irish battalione in the
attack northeast of Ypres.

“For simple heroism,”

and dogged fighting
whelming odds, there
finer effort by any
since the War began. Heroes they
are, every man of them. They died
together, men of Antrim and men of
Clare. They died to help each
other.
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