Address communications to Agronomist, 73 Adelalde St. West, Toronto

Shearing the Farm Flock.

Too many farmers neglect the)
shearing of their sheep until late in
the summer. The result is that the
wool begins to fall out and becomes
matted and tangled and full of dirt,
and its market value is low . As|
to the sheep themselves, the ewes are
carrying their heavy winter coats
which make them uncomfortable. They
become thin in flesh, and conzequently
the milk flow is lessened, resulting in
a stunting in the growth of the lambs. |
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If you are interested in getting better
yields from your crops, I believe it
will pay you to give sonie thought to
this matter. |

It was not so very many years ago
that the popular seed bed wus one that
was extremely loose. This seed bed
was mellow and full of air sp , and
dried out rapidly, but becs
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Get rid of mites by rubbing on the |
roosts and in the nest-boxes the resi- |
due found in the kettle after making |
home-made soap.

A layer requires about three or four
ounces of feed a day, including mash.}
. ., | However, the quantity of- grain fed |
the that it} o1ould depend on the conditi
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and requires an |, . 4. 04 their activity.
| Marketing is the big secret of suc-
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A cement feeding floor is worth its
weight in gold for feeding hogs. In
muddy times there is no throwing ()f|
feed into the mire—a practice that is
accompanied by much . waste, to say
nothing of the likelihood of hogs ac-
quiring disease from eating so much
flith. Besides, a cement floor is easy
to clean. It is but a few moments’
task to scoop up the cobs and drop-
pings. If water is handy, the floor
may be washed off from time to time.
This gives the hogs a refreshingly
clean place to eat,

The cement floors should be on the

south side of the hog-house. The sur-
face should be perfectly smooth;
otherwise water and dirt collect in the
pockets- and are hard to remove. The
floor should slant a trifle away from
the hog-house in order that rains may
not flow towards the house. In this
way the rains assist in keeping the
floor clean.
Every hog feeder not provided with
good cement feeding floor should
provide one without delay. The sav-
ing in feed and the gain in weight will
pay the cost many times over.

Grow Your Own Cows.

The system which prevails of kill-
ing- nearly all the calves and filling
up the herd with cows picked up here
and there is an expensive one. By
raising the heifer calves from the
best cows and using bulls from milk-
ing strains of pure-bred cattle, the
quality of our herds can be greatly
improved and profit may be found
where now there is none in the dairy
business. The idea that it does not
pay to raise your own cows mests
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G. I feeding trials soybean hay is| 1
equal to alfalfa
7. Soybeans take no more moisture

| 8. Properly cured, the ctop is rel-

9. Soybeans are easy to grow, as
i fov they are not attacked by any serious
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{ When in the mire my wagon’s stuck,
| An’ start to rave and curse my luck;
' An' when I've wanted weather fair,

But skies are grey instead o’ blue,
and

[ You always know the right road with.

APPLETONS ROAD

Wherever there are roads
these new guides will unerringly
show you every mile of the way.
It is impossible to make a wrong
turn, because unlike other maps,
THEY SHOW EVERY ROAD;

with all main motoring roads
Every rallway,

indicated in color.
electric line, city,
town, village lake and river {l
accurately indicated Each gulde
includes through route maps of
all prineipa , license regu-
lations, Int atlonal regulations
and a complete
The Guldes ars published
four separate volumes, one for
each section of the country, in-
cluding three for Ontario and ope
for Quebeo Each section covers
an area of 40,000
miles

CENTS PER COPY), /
AY ALL POOKSELLERS
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again a firm seed bed is superior to
loose soil because it supplies the mois-

| producing character to the pullets.| with the most favor among those
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The fleece should always be kept,
togather and in one piece. It will be,
noted that we have shorn around the
sheen to left. The fleece!
s th iway from the sheep;
at all time ind never comes near the

the sheep to be kicked and
All fleeces should be tied
3 First (urn the fleece
th the skin side next to the
Remove any dirty tags. Place
centre of fleece and turn
in the sides. Start to roll the fleece
from the tail end to head end. This
gives clean white-appearing |
flecce with the best wool from the
shoulder on the outside. {

The fleece should be tied with at,
feast two strings; four are better.|
Bmooth, glazed paper twine should be
used in tying the fleece. Never use |
sisal or binder twine for this purpose. |
Whe small fibres from such twine get
fnto the wool and have to be pickedE
out by hand. Some are bound to be,
left in the fleece. When such wool is|
woven into cloth and dyed, light spots
will show up in the cloth because these
sisal fibres do not take the dye. Wool
tled with binder twine or sisal will be
docked on the market.

It pays to take a little time and put
up an honest fleece that is neatly tied
with paper twine, It means more
money in the pocket of the man who
does it
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Importance of a Firm Seed Bed.

My experience as & farmer and a8
a county representative working with
other farmers has impreased me with
the importance of the right kind of

a seed bed. I am convi that ma
crop fallures are due to the M
of this very important item, also

that the average yleld of crops iIn this
country could be very greatly increas-
ed if every farmer understood and

| pulverizers. He has seen a great de-| quirements, size of machine, etc. The
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‘ompact ;m«‘i .l‘)rm :xt‘:hlu *ur‘; u*:iu two-pow: cultivator ).'eslerday. Ha\:e‘
Ak BvAporALion \\:nul1'l be | YOU changed your mind about thm.r,
: : g | being more useful than the old style?”|
vely high and the danger from * S |
ing and backing too great. The| “I'm not going to spite my face’ nnyi
» inches should be n\u!vhed;longer hy pulling my nose. FD?M
loose. It will then dry out, and|Brown kid took care of nearly twice|
‘crease the surface evaporation,! 38 much corn as 1 did last Baoner |
or from the lower area will not | Just because he had a two-row cultl-‘
s beyond the mulch, and hence will | vator. You cannot convince me but
lost The ideal! What I have been a fool for not buy-
r in structure, and is|ing one sooner.”
not a dust mulch. It should also be|] And it is by comparison that we
ridged .and rough, so as to absorb|learn the best methods of doing things
all readily without puddling or|and the best way to live. A recent
without an excessive run-6ff, and also| study of the practices of six hundred
to hinder soil blowing. You can preA! farms brings out many very practical
pare this ideal seed bed if you only | lessons, and telling them here will at
the right implements at the right | least suggest some of the places|
time. !where we might look for leaks in the
Now that we know the essentials of; cost of producing farm products.
a good seed bed we can consider how| Just read these facts:
to go about to get it. It means not| These farmers find that the use of
only the right distribution of organic|a corn binder increases the efficiency
matter and fertilizers, good plowing, | of man labor fifty per cent. over that
the right kind of harrowing and disk-|achieved when cutting and shocking
ing, but also the right kind of pulver-|by hand.
izing and packing. The farmer who| Eighty bushels was an average
follows the one-crop system of farm- | day’s work on these farms for one
ing, and thus depletes the amount of | man when husking corn from the
organic matter in his soil, making it|standing stock by hand.
a hard one to handle, the man who will The use of a hay-loader reduces by
insist in plowing his ground when it‘ubout twenty-five per cent. the time
is too wet, the man who does not have| required to, put on a load of hay. The
power enough, and so is afraid to set| amount of labor required for unload-
the disks of his harrow at a shnrpf ing into the mow is only a little more
angle, and the man who says that althan half as great when a hay-fork
combination pulverizer and packer is!is used as when the work is done by
not essential are all making mistakes. | hand.
The perfect seed bed will come on]y! The men in this territory who usef
from doing the right thing at the manure spreaders haul and spread a
right time, all the time. In othor: given amount of manure in less than|
words, follow a good system of farm-| half the time required by men who
ing, rotate your crops, make economi-| haul in wagons and spread by hand.
cal use of farm manure, make use of| A large majority of the men report-
the right type of moldboard plow, the| ing, broadcast their small grain, using
right harrow, and then the pulverizer| endgate seeders attached to the box
or corrugated roller. No one imple-| of an ordinary wagon. Only about
ment will do the job. The writer has twenty-five per cent. of the farmers
prepared many a seed bed, and has|reporting own grain drills.
used a large variety of implements in The bulletin analyzes each field op-
this work, ranging from an old brush| eration from the standpoint of man-
or stone drag to the tractor plows and | labor requirements, horse-labor re-
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;eldopma;thin the art of making seeq' manner in which the data on plowing
eds, and” has become firmly convinced  have been summarized is typical of
that the right combination is at first| the way in which several subjects are
the plow, ucom{ the disk harrow, and | treated. About eighty per cent. of
third the pulverizer. | the farmers reported the use of sulky
If you are a power farmer you can| plows, about eighty per cent. stated
make .thh perfect seed bed in two| that they use horse-drawn gang plows,
operations, pulltng.ﬂnt the plow and; and fourteen per cent. reported the use
gecond thg disk harrow, followed bylof tractors for plowing.
the puiverizer. | Sixteen-Inch Sulky Plows Popular.
If you are a horse farmer you can| AY sority of the £
do Just as good o fob, but you will| A 1a7ge majority of the farmers use
have to go over your ground three | SX‘¢en-inch sulky plows, nearly all o

thmes to get & perfect seed bed | them with three horses in the spring.
it a 2 Three acres is an average day's work

for this outfit. For the comparatively

The person who said that the up-|few farmers using fourteen-inch sulky
bringing of children demands more | plows with three horses in spring,
study than the raising of poultry pro- | plowing about three acres is an aver-
bably didn’t like poultry any less, but | age day's work. While theoretically

practiced correct seed-bed preparation.

children more. "the sixteen-inch plow should cover

e e

rm Efficiency

about fifteen per cent. more ground
in the same length of time, this ap-
parently has not been found true in
practice.

Four-Horse Teams Preferred.

As in the case in spring plowing,
the fourteen-inch plow seems to cover
practically as much ground per day
as the sixteen-inch size, provided both
are drawn by the same number of
horses. The addition of the fourth
horse increases the efficiency of the
unit by about ten per cent. and the
addition of the fifth horse to the six-
teen-inch plow results in a similar
increase. Excepting under favorable
conditions, a sulky plow seems to be
somewhat of an overload for three
horses of the size and type used on
these farms.

Many Gang-Plows Used.

Over four hundred and fifty men re-
ported using horse-drawn gang-plows
on their farms. About eighty per cent.
of these plows have fourteen-inch bot-

toms. Most of the remaining plows|
have twelve-inch bottoms. Some;
plows with thirteen-inch bottoms were
reported, but the number was so small
that no figures on their performance
are given. Over three-fourths of the!
men who use gang-plows also reported!
the use of sulky plows: |

A comparison of an average day's|
work for sixteen-inch sulky plows and|
twenty-eight-inch gang-plows shows|
that so far as horse labor is ('oncerned‘
the'gang-plow drawn by four horses is/
the most efficient unit in both spring
and fall. In the spring this outfit cov-
ers one and a quarter acres per day|
per horse, while both the sulky plow
drawn by three horses, and the gang-
plow drawn by flve horses cover one
acre per day per horse. The gang-
plow drawn by six horses covers but
nine-tenths of an acre per horse.

In the fall four horses with the
gang-plow cover 1.02 acres per horse,
while three horses on the sulky plow
and five horses on the gang-plow cover
0.86 acre and 0.91 acre per horse,
respectively. Four horses on the sulky
plow and six horses on the gang-plow
cover 0.72 and 0.78 acre per horse,
respectively. However, the gang-plow
is evidently a heavy load for four
horses in the fall, excepting under
favorable conditions. The twenty-
eight-inch gang-plow is a somewhat
heavier load for six horses, the most
popular sized team uscd in the fall,
than is the sixteen-inch sulky for fon#
horses, but is a lighter load than the
sixteen-inch sulky for three horses.

As far as man labor is concerned,
the gang-plow drawn by six horses is,
of course, the most efficient unit, both
in the spring and fall, but when horse
labor as well as man labor is com-
gidered, it is seen that the advantage
of this largest unit is somewhat les-
sened.

Cord or
Fabric.
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Good company on a journey
makes the way seem shorter.

Dependable Partridge Tires
should be your companions on
all your motor trips. They shor-
ten the journey by allowing you
to travel in comfort—free from
the annoyances, delays and
expenses, caused by tire

troubles.

Partridge Tires, like loyal
servants, scrve you faithfully

IDGE
TIRES

Game as Their /Vame
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Sealin all the ﬁdvor

MPERIAL Parowax—seals in all the natural favors of fresh
fruit into your preserves. e safe and sanitary way to
preserve frults, jams, pickles or vegetables. Saves time, labor
and money.
The Parowax way is the easy way. Just pour the melted wax
over your cooled preserves and it solidifies into a clean, air-tight
seal—dust-proof and moisture-proof

—a pure refined whijte yax, odorlggs, tasteless colorless, abso-
lutely 222 {Tary—no chemicals or acids. :

Placed in your wash-boiler, Imperial Parowax loosens t} dirt,
bleaches the clothes and removes the greasy spots that ollljeelwilac
mgunre 80 much rubbing, Ruzbot over your iron, and mixed
with your starch, ii gives that finished lustre to ironing that Is
50 much desired. Imperial Parowax, a household necessity.

For sale by good deaters rverywherc.
"MADE IN CANADA"
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THE DWARF AND
THE GIANT BOY

Once upon a time there was a family
of Giants who llved in the land of
Let's Pretend, and they had a young
son who was not afrald of

He was so strong that mi
play marbles with and he'
was so plucky that he did not mind
in the least when the other people
laughed at him because he had s
dwarf for his very best friend.

No one could understand why the
giant-boy loved the dwarf who lived
in the woods, for he was rather s
grasping, disagreeable little fellow.
But the giant-boy used to look for the
dwarf almost every day, creeping
carefully through the woods on his
hands and knees, hunting for him.

When he found the dwarf, the giant-
boy would set him on the tip of his
little finger and run with him over
the hills and back again. It was like
the steeple-chase for the dwarf. Or
the giant-boy would put him on =
leaf and blow him way up in the air,
catching him safely when he drifted
down. It was like a ride in an air-
ship for the dwarf

When the giant-boy was ten years
old, it was the time, according to the
custom of the country, for him to go
out and test his courage, and if he
eame home as brave as he started,
his giant-father would give him a
beautiful wooded mountain to be his
“inheri!:xnce. His giant-mother gave
‘him several bushels of apples and five
| hundred sandw and a barrel of
{ milk to carry wit and she told
{ him that when t the
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| to give him food a shel
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