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- KEEP UP THE 600D WORK.
! ‘8t. John and the province generakly will
| hail with satisfaction the decision of the
: focal government to grant $2,000 in aid of
| the Champlain celebration. As the ter-
¢entenary i¢ a provincial matter, the gov-
it
should receive some support from the pro-
vincial {reasury. ‘The people of the prov-

)

sub-

)

; ince will heartily concur with the admin-
| fistration in this decision.: The grant will
| be repaid ten-fold in direct practical bene-

'fit to New Brunswick from the celebra-
#ion, not counting that the pride and in-
#evest of the country are engaged in this
watter and that its sentimental aspect is
quite as important as its material one.
he government’s action gives us some
#hing in the celebration purse, and when
#he Common Council has added a liberal
gontribution the absolute success of the
event will be guaranteed. The aldermen,

[ old and mew, who will decide how much

the city shall contribute, should weigh
varefully the position in which St. John
stands in relation to the coming festival.
Ju the first place this aity, if the common
" bepe be fulfilled, will witness the -most
pieturesque spectacle ever had in tiis part
of Canada. I'he material benefit of this
eftractioh, bringing, as it  will, thousands
of visitors to St John and keeping them
Bare for several days, is easy to estimate.
The provinaial government is to give
targely for en exhibition here this year,

' _and it will .contribute to the tercentenary

i oddition. Thus, altogether, & fairly
jarge amount of money from the general
Areasury is to be expended here. Im these
eircumatanees the alMermen, realizing .ue
importance of the festival and sensible of
#he common desire to make it a great-suc-
@ese, will be justified in contributing lib-
erally (o ‘the perféction of the plans now
under way.

A subscription list, it may be assumed,
will be opened later on. First, however,
when the city has chosen its new board
of aldermen, the question of the city’s
subscription should be settled without de-
loy.

There 5 mow every prospect that the

, present summer will be a memorable one
because of the number of visitors attract-
ed to St. John and the united effort made
by the citizens to earry out severul enter-
prises which will advertise not only 8t.
John but the province as a summer resort
of compelling attraction. The tide of
wisitors should -reach an unusual height
{bhis season, and those who come once will

be inclined to come again and bring others:

along. Sentiment and business alike make
for the success of the events planned, amd
the aldermen ntho will be asked for a
grant may well feel that in giving it they
are not only responding to the general
wish but are making a sound investment
® the people’s money. :

THE BLAIR MEMORANDUM.

The heated discussion between the party
ileaders at Ottawa Friday over Hon. A.
G. Blair's railway memorandum naturally
whets public curiosity in regard to that
paper. Tt was submitted by Mr. Blair to
his colleagues on December 10, 1902, and
wuas a confidential document in the sense
¢hat while it embodied the policy of the
then Minister of Railways and so deait
writh matters of vital public import, it ‘was
fntended to convert the cabinet to his
wiews and was mnot intended for pubiic
consumption.  The government assumes
that neither Mr. Blair nor any other
member of the cabinet made the paper
public. It appeared, practically in full,
in several Comservative newspapers on
Wadnesday and Thursday. How did they
get it? ds the question to which Ottawa is
now seeking a reply. It is a question
which all persouns concerned are at pres-
ent unwilling or unable to answer.

That the debate on the subject’ should
have led to some warm passages is nob
surprising. The government ap-
pointed Mr..Bair to office and while they
have apparently lbecome accustomed to
being bombarded with extracts from This
famous railway speech it is mnot, strange
that they should betray fresh annoyance
at the unearthing of a document which
shows how solidly he wwas opposed to their
swvhole railway policy in December, 1802,
end which makes his appointment to the
Railway Commission appear -more than
ever difficult to explain.

As for the adviee which Mr. Blair gave
to iz coMeagues in the document which

is now discyssed so warmly, he repeated
much of it n hir address against the G.

&, Pacific in the Flowwe, but the aemor:

have

Blair knew definitely what arrangements
vhe government proposed to make With
the company. His epeech maturally eniti-
cized those arrangementsc in detail. In
the memorandum he advocated govern-
ment ownership and devoted some columns
of argument to justifying that policy. Hav-
ing dealt with the primciple at great
length he proceeded to apply it to the
transportation situation in Canada as he
understood it. He urged the extension of
the Intercolomial to Georgian Bay, thus
securing a conmection, by water trans-
port, with the Canadan Northern. ‘Lhis
he said would place the I. C. R. on an
intereat-paying basis, give the government
some control over rates and guarantee the
carniage of freight to Canadian seaports.
e advocated the purchase of the Canada
Atlantic and its operation as part of the
government system. Later on, he thought,
there should be government railway ex-
tension into the Peace River district—-
when satisfactory surveys had been made.

The Grand Trunk Pacific scheme was
then in preparation. Mr. Blair objected
to any plan which would give lavish as-
sistance and control of transportation fa-
vilities to a private corporation. He said,
on the other hand:

“The ideal policy, as it appears to the
undersigned, for the Government to aaopt,
so soon as it shall be deemed necessary to
take up the subject of a third transeon-
tinental railway, would be to insure, first,
that the railway shall be wholly Cana-
dian. That it shall not promote the car-
riage of our export products or our im-
ports southerly by way of United States
lines of railway; but to and from the St.
Lawrence i summer and the ports of Hal-
ifax and St. John in winter. That the
Quebec Bridge be utilized as a part of said
line, and that the railway be pushed west-
erly from that point by degrees to the
Peace River District, through the Rockies
to the Pucific coast. In the meantime, it
would be well to decline all assistance to
railways to which Government is not al-
ready committed ,and propose to Parlias
ment that railway charters covering this
territory be withheld.

“Such a policy as that above outlined,
the undersigned believes would meet the
hearty support of the Canadian people,
would materially strengthen the govern-
ment and would be regarded as both boid
and progressive. The country is prepared
today, as it has never been before, to as-
sume large responsibilities in order to in-
sure its fuller development, and (overn-
ment, if it fails to act, will lose a splendid
opportunity of proving its capacity an’l
courage bo cope with and solve large
probiems in a manmer commensurate with
Canada’s marvelows progross.”

The other ministers would not listen to
public ownership. They went their way.
What they want to know now is: “Who
unearthed the hidden Blair document of
December, 1902, and gave it to the coun-
try whén the final vate on the G. T. Pa-
cific scheme is only a few days off?

A STRONG LOBBY
AND A WEAK COUNCIL.

For another year the taxpayers of *St.
John will continue to pay into the city
treasury a considerable sum which should
be paid by the banks and {oan companies
and ‘those St. John corporations whose
annual meelings are held beyond city
limits to evade taxes. The banks secured
a compromise agreement at [Fredericton
iwhich defeats the whale purpose of those
citizens who demanded an equitable as-
sessment law which would reach with an
equal hand every business and every citi-
zen who should contribute to St. John’s
pubiic expenditure. As the banks and
similar institutions escape, and no action
has been taken in respect of those com-
panies whose capital is here but whose
headquarters 'is in another county, the
vesult will be that the average citizen,who
has no pull, must go just so much deeper
into his pocket. The taxes of every man
with few exceptions, will be in-
creased unjustly by the Frederic-
ton compromise. The more entenprising he
has been, (the more he has contributed to
the building up of St. John, the greater
will be his share of the taxes which the
banks have succeeded in shifting from
their own shoulders to the shouldenrs of
the ratepayers.

What was needed and what should have
been demanded at Yredericton,
equitable assessment law. What was re-
quired was not a law especially satisfac-
tory to the banks, or to any particular
dlass of taxpayers. Yet the best that can
be said in regavd to the measure decided
upon 1s that the bank managers are pleas-
ed with it. The people do not elect alder-
men and members of the legislature to
please the banks, or to oppress the
banks, or to be intluenced by the banks.

The unsatisfactory outcome of this as-
sessment struggle is due primarily to a
wabbly common council. It is due in no
amall measure, also, to the strong lobby
which worked for ‘the banks as against ali
other taxpayers. No one is surprised that
the bankers sought every possible ad-
vaatage, but not a few are surprised—
not to use a stronger wonrd—that they sue-
ceeded in nullifying for the present at
least, the very proper desire of this com-
munity for the enactment of legislation
which would thig city to justly
apportion the increased taxes necessary

was an

enable

to carry out the work of its various de-
partments.

The council has been
position throughout. 1t has'been said, with
justige, at Fredericton, that members oi
the legislature could not tell what the
aldermen as a body desired, and whether
or not what they proposed at one time or
another, was sabisfactory to the people
they represented. The aldermen, starting
with an inadequate measure, proceeded to
hesitate, contradict themselves, reverse
their own action, and encourage the im-
pression here, and at the eapital, that
they did not know what they wanted and
had a still more vague idea of the proper
remady for the amsessment tangle.

This aldermanic confusion played nto

in a ridiculous

anfumn, of eousse, wis Sremsed Wefere DMr.

the hantls of the lobby. The saxpayers of
this city get the worst of it, figure it as
you will. The taxes derived from the
banks will fall thousands of dollars below
the proper figure this year. No remedy
for the inequalities of the assessment law
has been reached. No method of reaching
those concerms and individuals who have
been permitted and encouraged to evade
their taxes has been armived at. The city
will have the pleasure of paying some ex-
tra expense in comnection with this mat-
ter, knowing that this year, as in previous
years, certain favored institutions and in-
dividuals have again profited by the in
competency of the aldermen as a body.
Had the Common Council prepared 2
just and adequate measure, completed the
details before thel House mat and consult-
ed with fthe St. John represntatives, a
bill such as twould have obviated the pres-
ent highly uneatisfactory eituation could
have been put through. Such a bill would
have appealed to the Legislature as essen-
tially & St. John matter and a strong ma-
jority of the aldermen, working intelli-
gently with the St. John representatives
in the House, would have carried it mo
matter. how strong a lobby might have
been organized by those upon whom the

‘law mould have imposed the taxes they

should pay.

THE BANK TAX COMPROMISE.

All of the bankers may be eatisfied with
the compromise reached at Fredericton
Friday in regard to bank taxation, but
the arrangement will not be satisfactory
to other taxpayere. In a senee the agree-
ment reached is more equitable than
the passage of the amended  bill
would have been, but as it mow etands
most of the banks will not be paying a8
much as they should into the city trea-
sury. It is mot clear how Mr. Hazen
reachcs. the conclusion that under - the
compromise agrcement the city will derive
$3,000 more from -bauk taxes than it did
last year. TFor that matter the amount
received from the banlks last year was
wholly unsatisfactory and avas mach less
than during the five yeurs previous, dur-
ing which years ithe tax was admittedly
insufficient.

The latest estimate, rexched in the legis-
lature yesterday, ie that if the proposal
to put license fees on branch banke be
dropped, and if all the banks pay ome-
twelfth of cme per cent. on their business,
and the Bank of New Brunswick an ad-
ditional $2,000, the city will receive $13,450
of which the Bank of New Brunewick will
contribute $6,166, the Bank of Montreal
$2,160, the Bank of Briti¢h North Amer-
jca and the Bank of Nova Scotia $1,730
each, and the Bank of Commerce and the
Royal Bank $500 and $300 respectively.

As was pointed out in these columne
@ome daye ago, if the branch banke paid
a fair assasmment and an additional 1'cense
fee of $500, and the Bank of New Brune-
wick received no special conaideration, the
amount the city would receive in bank
taxos would be $17,391 of which the Bank
of New Brunwwick would pay $7,419, and
the Bank of Montreal $3,720.

An aese-sment law wvhich will not
lighten the amsessment of the banks and
increase that of the general taxpayer in
their interest is what is needed. The city
of St. John will not be content until it
has such a law, and one which will reach
the private banks, loan assoc'ations and
steam:hiip companiea (with offices outeide
the city limits), which will escape alto-
gether as the matter stands at present.

THE CRAFTY VICTORS.

In his own good time Admiral Togo gv-&

a etraightforward narrative of the recent
operatiors at Port Arthur, and the world
now hesars what it euspected from the first,
that Admiral Makaroff was tricked to his
death, and that the loss of his battleship,
the destruction of a torpedo-boat dostroy-
er and the crippling of a cru'ser, were
all the result of a Japanere plot which has
no parallel in the history of modern naval
warfare. The Japanese played upon the
daring of the Russian Nelson. The man
who infused new epirit into t}e who'e
Russian nation by his boldneas and ae-
tivity after he relicved Admiral Stark at
Port Arthur, is apparently to go down to
posterity as a commander who lost life,
ship and reputation because he could not
match wits with the yellow man woo wae
pitted against him.

Makaroff's diminished feet was
valuab'e if there was always a chauce that
it might leave the harbor and menace Jap-
anese transports passing into the Guli v
Pechili or the Gulf of Liaotung. Ouce ‘t
was safely bottled up, Japan's freedom
of the scas would be complete. It
necessary that the Russian commander
show activity, therefore, but avoid battle
with a euperior force. The Japanese knew
that it would be difficult, if not imporsible,
tr get Makaroff into ®r posstion where
they coald overwheln him with their
heaviest ships, but they did not despair
of hitting him after they had »tudied him

st

Was

a while.
Togo's report makes the vari:ue steps of
their time the

Ruesian shipe came out of and went back

plan fairly: clear. Fach
into the harbor they followed a certain
course- ohviously to avoid the wmines which
By

Japanese torpedo boat flotilla laid down

they themeelves had placed. night a
other mines. Thes: wers #o pliced that they
would be encountered i the Russian ships
chould be returning to the harbor at un-
usual speed and in some confusion. The
teap having been laid it awvas necessary 1o
baif it. Makaroft for action,
and would los¢ no opportunity to damage
his enemy when the odde did not appeir teo
great. He was brave, but he knew the
vilue of hic &hipe too well to risk them

warn - eager

against great odds. Therefore Togo with-

drew his battleships-a terrible company
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@poble of eighteen Knots am Woureamd

gent in lighter ehipe such ae the crippied’

Rusean squadron eonld easily dispose of--
if ever permitted to zome within effective
range. 3

Such were the preliminary steps, aceord-
ing to the official report now eent out
from Tokio. The Russian . commander
took the bait. He steamed out past his
own mines and on toward the impudent
craft which had bearded him. Farther
and farther he left the forts behind him
as the enemy elowly withdrew. Meantime
wireless messages informed the invisible
Togo that the game had begun. His battle
fleet closed in at full epeed. When the
Russian glasses detected the fighting tops
of these oncoming ships they knew that
they were lost unless they gained the
ehelter of the harbor. A second line, of
Japaneee cruisers, appears to have menaced
the retreating Russians in flank and caus-
ed them to steam through the water
which had been mined by Togo in the
darkness eome nighte previous. A mile
beyond the harbor mouth the flagehip
struck something. She hesled over, settled
and went to the bottom. Another ship
reeled from a lighter shodk and etaggered
on into port. The others escaped contact
with the mines and eteamed in under the
batberiess An hour or so later Togo's
ships were again bombarding the stricken
city.

The world wiil be inclined to accept the
Japancee story as accurate, and to wonder
anew at the wonderful kill and initiative
of these terrible Islanders Russia’s ad-
mirale have been weighed in ithe balance
of action and found wanting. What will
the just scales say of her generals when
their turn comes?

THE BLAIR ECHO,

Mr. Blair, it may be guessed, though he
enjoya one of the best offices in the gift of
the governemnt, does not enjoy with it any
great degree of popularity among the mem-
bers of 8ir Wiltrid’s cabinct. His epeeches,
and his letters, and hie confidential mem-
oranda are like John Browm’s soul
Mr. Blair is quiescent, but his anti-G. T.
Pacific words go marching on. Today,
when the final vote on the government's
railway policy i® et land, it is more than
ever clear that the blow which the former
Minister of Railwaye dealt the tranecon-
tinental project in public esteem was one
from which it can mever recover. The
House talked long and to little purpcse
on the . T. P. last year. Once there
wae a vote upon it and it was clear that
the government could hold its majority
togather in both House and Senate, the
promoters and their friends thought it
waa all over. But there were atill ob-
stacles on ‘the rails. The deposit was not
made in form end so the contract was
vitiated. Then came a period of delay and
uncertainty which was most unpleasant
for those to' whom th¢ bargain meant
everything. This mishap gave all criti-
oigm of ‘the project new weight and new
life. It became necessary to make new
concessions to the Grand Trunk. These
were of much a nature as to strengthen
greatly the objections which had already
been made to the contract. Somehow or
other, though the rails had been greased,
the progress of the scheme seemed bound
to be marked by unfortunate incidente.

Mr. Blair's memorandum is another cas¢
in point. The debate on the obnoxious
amendments wae drawing to its close. The
promoters of the railway had reason tc
believe that thed womst was over. Then
came the vevelation -that; in December,
1002, before the Grand Trunk Pacific
scheme took definit¢ form as such, the
then Minister of Railways, who had al-
ready epoken in favor of government own-
erchip, had submitted to his colleagues
a solution of the transportation problem

with government extension and gov-
ernment ownership as ite ch'ef  fea-
tures. This memorandum  ». proved
that the  minister had devoted

much study to the question and had prop-
erly estimated public opinion in regard to
it. He had marked throughout the coun-
try a growing dislike to the system of giv-
ing large aid to private railway corpora-
tions. He knew how important it was,
and how much more important it would
be, to keep in the hands of the govern-
ment @ome measure of control over freight
rates and the routing of freight. He knew,
and he pointed out, ithat public confidence
in the future of the country, evidence of
the mighty growth to come¢, and the trend
of public opinion, all pointed toward ex-
tended govermment control of transporta-
tion facilities as againet comporation eon-
trol of them. He submitted a plan such
as it was the duty of the minister of
traneportation to prepare.

That plan, of mecessity, struck directly
at the Grand Trunk Pacific scheme, whicit
he had reason to believe was then taking
form. The cabinet opposed him to a man
and he resigned, pointimg hiv resignation
by the ablest of his public utterances,
that in which he shattered the railway
policy adopted by the government he was
leaving.

The imporlant question today at Otta-
wa and in every province is not, How did
the Blair memorandum
though ‘that ie interesting chough. The
important question is, How doee the plan

hecome

which Mr. Blair outlined in that memor-
andum compare with the Grand Trunk
Pacific scheme to which Parliament is
now asked {o commit the country irreve-
cably?

If the people of Canada could choose
between these plane today there is little
doubt that they would reject that one
by which the people are ¢o pay for a vail-
road which thev are not to control, and
which they fear wiil not prove an ali-
Canadian line, carrying Canadian freight,
winter amd summer, to Canadian ports.
The regrettable [eature of it all is thal

publie?’

20, 1904,
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OUR SUPERB VALUES IN MEN’S SPRING CLOTHING.

For more than 15 years we’vejbeen selling clothing in Saint John, and

almost from the very start we've be
selling clothing have been in e

have outstripped them

stores which have sprung up wikgin thd past fgw
grows bigger and bigger each season? \The

sold the most satisfg
sold them for much
where else. This i
stay there.

$3.00:

blunt corners,
patterns,
mixtures, also b!
to suits shown el

$3.50

mixtures.

Men'’s

breasted With the

rounded, of all-wool THeeds in a beautiful dark
mixtures, light grey

brown stripe, dark gr
mixtures giving & stri

plaid.
at from $2.00 to $3 oo more.

Send for our Spring

black 9d grey mixtures and lighg grey
here for $ro.00. .

lish Sprirg Suits, single

tenc&as lo
y is

all?

ory clothes gha
zsfithan such

Rqual in galue

corners slightly

anywhere,

Sample Book.

King Sireet,
Cor. Germain,

St. John, N. B.

leaders in this line.

GREATER

me of the stores

ars or so our business still
er is because we’ve always
ould be made--and alwt
0d clothes could be bo
e are at the ¥p, and this is why we

Now about Men’§ Spfink Suits at $8 0% #8.50, $10.00,

8 Very Stylish 8pring Suits
siogle breasted sack coats,
d round corners, narrow collars

els. In all-wool Tweeds in mixtures
2 effects of the newest colorings; Corn-
ceds in brown having alternate white
ed stripe, light_grey mixtures with over-
ds; Oxford Tweed of strip: pattern; soft
nish Irish Tweed in grey, blue and red stripe
effects., Pants have loops in addition to buttons;
Fancy Worsteds in checks and stripes
single and double breasted suiis in Blue Sergs,
Blue and Black Clay Worsteds.

Ncerfolk Style €uits in Twerds 10 green,
with faiot red and white strip . dark grev wih
brown stripe ard red overpaid. We have the
largest vailety of suits at $10co to bz found
Others sell such suits at $13.50.

Al:o

OAR HALL,
SCOVIL BROS. & CO.

s i RS 5 S

the people are not to be permitted to
choowe but that the govermment proposa.;
to force the scheme upon the country by
the gheer weight of a subservient 'mnjority.

RETALIATION.

‘The action of the legislature in deciding
against the legislation proposed by Mr.
Flemming in regard to the export of un-
manufaciured logs  from crown lands
causes the Sun to shiver lest New Bruns-
wick be regarded as living in fear of Am-
erican retaliation, and t¢o lament the
cowardice which it thinks defeated Mr.
Flemming’s punpose. But the facts should
give the Sun no concern. They cause no
uneasiness in the minds of men who are
both patriotic and independent, and who
would be quick to resent any course such
as the Sun affects to believe was taken.
Mr. Flemming himself was the only mem-
ber of the committee who protested
against the language of the report, and
even he admitted that bhe believed it
would be unwise to enact at present the
{egislation he had sought. Mr. Flemming,
apparently, does mot feel that the legisla-
ture has so acted in this maftter as to
merit the comtempt of the continent, or
even of those people in the river counties
in whose interest he moved.

Had Mr. Flemming, or anyone else, pro-
duced before the committee evidence show-
ing that a very great quantity of logs from
crawn lands was carried into Maine and
manufactured there, the committee woild
have had before it some useful information.
Had he produced figures showing, even
approximately, the extent of New Bruns-
wick’s loss, Whrough the expont of round
logs from goveriiment lands, the vaiue of
the legisiation he advocated would have
been apparent at once. But Mr. Flemming
did mot produce any such information. It
was said by such witmesses as touched
upon these points that the loss to New
Brunswick was inconsiderable, if, indeed,
the balance of trade in logs was not in
New Brunswick's favor. Prominent lum-
bermen, who ane recognized authorities,
showed the immense value of that part
of our lumber business due to the driving
of American logs down the St. John wviver
for manufacture hel;e. They, with the
pulp mill men, were certain that any gain
to the province which might follow the
passage of a law such as Mr. Flemming
suggested, would not be worth ithe risk
involved by such legislation. These men
were not willing to court retaliation use-
lessiy.

To say that the members of the legis-
lature who stood against Mr. Flemming
in this matter and refused to pass TisKy
legislation when the risk was not worth
taking, were cowardly} and worthy of con-
itempt is simply 'bo argue against the facts.

Whenever the leak to the Maine mills be-

comes so large that it is avorth while to
dtop it at all hazards, the present legisla-
ture, or another, will have plienty of
coumage to stop it.

WHICH WILL WIN 2

Japan's initial successes have beon of &
character to inspire the belief that on land
as well as at sea Russia must give way,
at fleast until such time as she can bring
her weight ito bear, at Harbin or beyond.
But on land Russia is now fighting, and
will be fighting for some time to come, in
territory which is Chinese. If Manchuria
were talcen from Russia could Japan hold
it? An observer who has carefuly weigh-
ed the forces and resources of both na-
tions, Mr. Frederick W. Ford, contributes
a page article to the Boston Transcript, in
the coumse of which he deals with the
probable outcome of the struggle. It will
surprise some to read that he anticipates
Russia; though

a sort of draw, in which
defeated and damaged in prestige, will
still hold the railway to Port Arthur and
so continue to control the ice-free port
which has been one of the great prizes

she determined to secure.
Japan, he is convineed, cannot now be

driven 'from Corea, but he atlaches great
weight to Russia’s tremendous population
and believes her superiority in men will
enable her to retake any part of Man-
churia which may be wrested fromn ther
during the first stages of the war. He says
in pant:— .

“Suppose the Japanese carnied the first
tine of Russian defences, took Port Arthur
and Viadivostock, and forced Kouropatkin
back to Harbin—a herculean task. Japan
woul dhave to have an army of approxi-
mately 300,000 men ‘to take that base. And
then the 'Czar’s armies would only retire
to form a new base west of Harbin, where
e concentration of troops could be con-
tinued. An advance on Harbin would be
a military risk requiring a Japanese Na-
poleon who would have to bear in mind
the retreat from Moscow.

“The presence of a victorious Japanese
army in Harbin would not force Russia to
abandon the contest. The annihilation of
the present Russian armies would settle
nothing. Back of Harbin are obher bases
from which new Russian armies would ad-
vance next year or the year after, or
whenever Russia was ready. Japan conld
not in the end thold the territory con-
quered. She would be compeiled eventu-
ally to retire with a loss of prestige, and
nothing gained. So unless the first im-
portant battles shall show that the Jap-
anese are immensely superior to the Rus:
sians in strategy, ‘tactics and fighting
qualities, it seems likely that they wiil
have to be content with something less
than Harbin. If they can possess them-
selves temporarily of Port Arthur and
Vladivostock, and hold -southern Man-
churia say on-a line from Lizo-Yang to
the Yalu, they will have achieved a great
success. Port Arthur they could hold
during hostilities, once it came into their
hands, if they continue to hold the virtuel
mastery of the sea. Vladivostock most
likely would eventually be retaken by Rus-
sia, though Japan might neutralize its
military value by occupying and fortifying
the adjacent islanids.

“On the other hand, should Russia suc-
ceed in rolling ‘the invading Japanese back
across the Yalu she could scarcely hope
to drive them out of Korea, so long as
Japan has tthe freedom of the seas. 8o, 1t
the reasoning has been correct, Japan cal-
not conquer Russia and Russia cannot
conquer Japan. The final outeome of the
struggle, therefore, may be in the nature
of a draw, with the advantage in favor of
Japan, inasmuch as she probably il main-
tain her hold on Korea. It does not seei
likely that Russia will cease to fight until
her right to thold the railroad to Port
Arthur is admitted and gwu';xutue«l."

PREPARING THE WAY.

There comes by way oi Moncton what is
apparently a semi-official announcement
that Hon. Mr. Rumerson will propose thit
the government take over the Canada
Hastern Railway, running from Frederic-
ton to Chatham. The Moneton Trunseript,
which tis regarded in some quarters as the
mouthpiece of the Minister of Railwaye,
says it will not be emrprising it Mr. Em-
suggests to government the
advisability of acquiring the road, and de-
foolieh

mereon the
votes some epace to ehowing how
th¢ adminisiration would be to pormit the
C. P. R. to secure a line which is a ni-
tural complement of the Intercolonial. The
Transcript'= article would appear (o indicate
that the ararngement may have been de-
cided upon. 5 o VQT;

The proposal is not a new one and there
is-something to be said for it, but it does
not yet appear that the C. I R. has dis-
played any feverish desive to obiain the
Canadian Kastern. How much ie the road
worth anyway? And how much i3 artked
for it?

NOTE AND COMMENT.

The Russian mines are as disastrous to

their owners as some that Canadians have

heard of.-~Toronto News.
- - -

Togo was maining ehells upon Port Ar-
thur again yesterday, and some fatalities
were admitted by the Russiare They
naturally try to conceal the worst.

- - *

It is probable that the vacant seats in
St. John city and county will be filled be-
fore the successors to Hon. Messrs. M-

Keown and Dunn are named.
- - -

The Common Council, when it setiles
,

i

down after the election futter, should
take up the tercentenary matter, “see’”
the goveérnment’s $2,000, and ‘“Traise” it

considerably.
- - *

Meantime Genersd Kitchener procecds‘
to reform the army in India. Ob:zolete tra-
ditions and systems must be abandoned,
he says. “K. of K.'s” idea of an army is
that it should be always ready and able to
whip the enemy:.

el ik

The war may be a wery long one. As
the days go by Kouropatkin’s statement
that he would dictate termns of peace av
Tokio appear more and more like the
words of a man who did mot know the
dimensions of the job he was undertaking.

® & 8

The Boston Herald says that as between
Parker and Roosevelt “it would be a sort
of a scrap between an interrogation and an
an exclamation point.”” The New Yok
Sun’s idea is that it would be a race be-
tween an Bdam cheese and a ceniipede.
And the odds will be on the centipede.

Al T

St. Pedtersburg hears that a terrible dis-
ease is working havoc among the Japanese
troops in Corea. This mysterious malady,
is described as inducing premature sen-
ility. From what the world has heard
lately it may be suspeoted that some such
illness has affected the oflicers of the

Russian navy.
= * =

Viceroy Alexieff is the man who told
the Czar there was mo immediate danger
of war nvith Japan. The Czar is reported
to have said, upon receiving mews of the
Port Arthur disaster: “that man Alexief!
brings us nothing but ill luck.” It remains
to be seen whether General Kouropatkin
can change it.

. ® &

St. Petersburg is coming to it gradually.
¢t is now announced that official opinion
there ie that it would be less damaging
to the nation's prestige if it turned out
that the flagship was destroyed by a Jap-
anese mine inetead of a Russian one. [t
i@ bad enough either way. The Japs wili
get nhatever dearful credit attaches to
the disaster.

- - "

The Mikado's ministers know what i3
due to him. In congratulating Admiral
Togo upon destroying the Russian flag-
ship, the Minister of Marine writes that
the success of the attack was attributable
to the illustrious virtues of the Emperor,
and adds thai the courage and coolness
of the officers and men had something to
do with it.

* *

Mr. George Robertson’s offer to Mr.
Hazen is a fair one, but Mr. Hazen does
not appear anxious to put  his
fortune to the test. Mr. Roberi-
son informed the. opposition leader
in debate that if 'he would leave

Sunbury and run io St. John, Mr. Rob-
ertzon would resign and contest the con-
stituency with him, without the advant-
age of a portfolio.

* - -

A report published in the Montreal Wit-
ness  (lab.) the ‘effect that Hon.
Messrs. Cartwright, Sifton and Fisher are
to retire from the cabinet, and that they
will be replaced by Hon. Mr. Hyman, of
Liondon, Mr. McCreary of Selkirk (Man.),
and Mr. Robert Bickerdike, of Montreal,
is ridiculed in government circles at Ot-
tawa. Mir. Bickerdike, however, has been
quoted as saying he had heard of the pos-
sibility of a rearrangement of portfolios.

i ® * =

to

Just notice how effective the postal aye-
tem of the Empire it, no matter what dit-
ficultier are encountered. Someone in the
highlands of Scotland wished to write to

.a man who sailed for this port sometime

2go on the ateamaer Marina. The writer ad-
dressed the letter as followe: **John Mac-
Donald, stcameship Morena, Jones.”
That was all, The letter veached Mr.
MacDonald yesterday juet the rume. Some-
one figured it out that the Hieludmon
meant Si. John  when he wiete "Send
Jones,” And there you are,

\‘~ t




