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' Lessons Drawn from the Life of Asa, by Rev. B. N. Nobles,
for Our Readers — Let No One Despair of
P o Being Useful. :

-

-

_ dpciil Chron., 14—2: “And Asa did that which was right and good in
; the eyes of the Lord his God.” ,

. Saul, David and Solomen, the early kings of Tsrael, had died in the
midst of the years. With the death of the latter the kingdom of Israel
was rent in twaip, only the tribes of Judah and Benjamin remaining loyal
to the house of David. Over these Rehoboam, Solomon’s son, ‘bore Tule.
After a reign, fraught with censiderable misfortndie fo the people, Reho-
boam died and was succeeded by Abijah, his son, who in turn was suc-
qpede& by ‘his son Asa—the young king whose life and character we have |

i dr this morming’s study. |

. First will you mark Asa’s wisdom, which e showed in removing the
oecasions of stumbling. from before his people. During the reigns of
Solomon, Rehoboam and Abijah, the people had greviously sinned against.
the Lord in going after strange gods. Tn ‘the groves on many a hitltop
throughout the land of Judah, as also inconvenient places in and gbout
the cities, idols had been set up and altars reared for worship upon which
et appointed times sacrifices were offered to heathen deities. When, how-
" gver, Asa succeeded to the throne of ‘Judah, he ‘determined if poseible to
reelaim his people from these errors and superstitions, bringing them
again to the simple worship of the true and living God. Accordingly he

oy

“oommanded Judah to seek the Lord God of their fathers and to do the |

b law and the ‘commsndments.” This royal mandate, however, was not
: enfficient in his judgment in order to gain the end sou.%ht, g0 He destroyed
all the images and altars found in these arbor temples on the hilltops.
‘And not only eo, but he cut down the groves wherein the people had been
acetstomed 4o sacrifice unto idols and devastated all the high places in
and around the cities Where heathien Tites had been performed. Thus, by
removing as far as possible all trace of the idolatrous worship which
had been the.curse of his did he put away from before them the

things which mﬁhm tempted them to return to their former practices.
[Hmnuﬁ ‘you sée his wisdom, and herein ke sets an example worthy of
imitation.

Your son, you have reason to believe, will tell you falsehood in order
séapé punishinent ‘or fo hide from you the facts of his life? Well,

Way regarding. the mecessity and value of truthful-
nptation to falsehodd and deceit.
ed don’t tempt Him by wndte

ify self-comtrol ‘and by judicivis words im-
 mress her with the fact that ability to rule ‘'ofie’s spirit is a ‘sare mark

and..close questioning. - Get 2
is quick tempered? . Exemp
of a strong eharacter, but 's6 far 4s possible remove temptation to anger.
Provoke not to wrath, put the occasion out of the way. Bribery. and cor-
ruption are practiced in civic, municipal and national politics. Condemn
the practice; entrest men not to sell self for coin; invoke the help of God,
. but ‘cease not until clubs and rings and parties—the men and institutions
which foster such infamy are put away. Remove the things whiech
fempt, after the manner of Asa, the king. ‘The Tquor traffic exists.
Témperath. tien #nd_Christiane wonld save the youth of tur land from
- the curse of strong drink and Would promote reform in the intemperate.
Pray, set good example, entreat, encourage, but we must seek to Te-
move ‘the temptation. Depend upon it, whoso would institute reforms in
himself or ofhers should not cease from labor until the occasions of
B témptation to relapse have been removed from stich as may be tempted.
Be mindfal of King Asa’s wisdom. :
; 't Next dbeerve his forethought. When he came to the throne ‘peace
: fwas, withih the borders of his kifigdom, and go it continued for sotfie
years, Nevertheloss ‘Asa. set himself to forfify the land. He ‘built
cities; veating, about them strong walls and high towers and closing the
entrances with the massive gates. Furthermore he chose from amonig
the people, strong, sble-Bodied men, Whom he trained in the. use of spear
and.bow and. other implements of war. Why ell this in time of peace?
Besause- hie did not Jmow when warlike nations round

out mislf.t. find
s6me pretence Tor ‘Wwar and make 4 raid upon ‘his kingdom. . Hp, seeing
hiis diveumstanées and surroundings were What-they werg, he in his fore-
thotightiprepared himself and his peoplo for possible emergengies. AW
T wish "to eomnend’ nnito you this- forethought of. the king. - There 8.8
vast difference between anxious thought and ‘forethought. Anxicus
thought is condemned by Seripture and our better judgment, because 1t is
unnecessary, unavailing and unbecoming, springs from unbelief and
atgments the ills of life. But forethought i8 commended both directly
and. indirectly by our Tord Himself, the Seriptures at large and the
necessities of life. . Let us then, in all matters of industrial, social and
business life, as well ;; in matters of g}igion, exerczis::f f?’httlh;foughté thL:t
fis judge, a8 best we ‘ean, ‘of the possible emergencies of his life an n
provide %or then, but i doing so let s be carefil 1ot Yo Yob God of
is due o, injure oursélves or others by any wrong doing whasoever.
INext I ask you to notice Asa’s dependence on God. After several

W b?:;@ ‘during which his people prospered, that occurred which
gd

] ;ﬁﬁaﬂ—m invasion of the Tand by eriemies. Up from
\ the south came Z the Ethiopian, with a great host to make war
with the kingdom of Judah. 'Zﬁﬁo’ngh Asa had trained soldiers, well
equipped ‘with shield and ‘spear and bow, and though he had fortified
S ifilo which he might vetrsdt in oase ¢f necessity, mevertheless he
i the .niéed Of :Divine protection; so he prayed God for stccor and
obtaied it’ Tisten to his r:  “Lord with Thou it is nothing to
help, whether with many ot them that have no power. Help tis, oh
TLord our God, for we rest in: Thee, and in Thy name we ‘go into battle
painst this maltitade. Oh Lord Thou art our God; let not man prevail
egainst Thee.” " ‘And later wp resd, “The Lord ‘smofe the Ethiopians
» before Aga and before Judah:” My brothers, let me commend unto you
the spirit of dependence on God which characterized this good king.
: ovér Teave God out of the questions of Iife, but contrariwise seek
iH¥is aid and depend upon it. Never allow yourselves_to think ‘in pride
and self-sufficiency that you 4re equal apart from God’s blessing and
help for the various emergencies of life. _Benhadsh thought so, and
his hosts were slain by the breath of the Tiord. Belshauzar thought s0,
and when. in the zehith of his: glory, he fell at the hand of the Lord.
The rich tan of Wble' thought so, and left his poor neighbor to
suffer in privation and pain while he fared samptuously, but the Lord
‘taught him. Lean not, my brother, on thine own understanding or think
of Wourself more highly fthan thou oughtest. By forethiought and
ves in the fear of themeMd for hfe’}s) po:isxblet'
.  emergencies, and when, you meet them, meet them bravély, but don’
fail to a:i:, the Divine vaor. In the founding of a home, in thie estab-
Yishment of a business and the eonduct of it, in the choice of one’s calling,
in the pursuit of oné’s aims—in all things, as housekeeper, ﬂnstress
i tradesman, business man, professional man, student, farmier, §gorer or
/ svhatsoever, take God into account when you reckén and plan.
~ Once more I ask your attention to Asa’s influence. As a result of
all his efforts to exterminate idolatry, it séems his Tigople were ?eclam.xed.
They returned unto the Lord, vowed lifefong comstancy, ‘Hartily united
in & national sacrifice and confession unto the Lord against whom they
" had sinned, and so nearly as we can tell they kept their vows, not .again
during their life-time returning to observe Heathen rites. N ow all refor-
mation was done under the blessing of God, to 8 wise and_pious king,
supported by such devout men and women as approved his measures of
yeform and helped to imstitute them. But it is not alone w1t.h1n the
range of possibilities to royalty, to work good in way of reform in indi-
widuals, community or nation. Emther was,a lone man, but through the
forces he gathered abont him he shook the Roman Catholic church to its
founddtion. John and Charles Wesley and George Whitfield were men
From tha common-wilks of life, but they institited ‘a, religious movement
which stirred the Episcopal Church of England fo its centre. Francis
Willard was a quiet young woman of latent talent, and she girdled the
world with a great system of reforms. Adoriram Judson Gordon st
ajmost slone among New England preachers s the champion of the
@betrive 6f: the special gifts of the Holy Spirit to helievers, and today
faith prevails. A father and mother were poor. They could not edu-
té their only son and dsughter. Eaﬂgom life the chitdren had to go
to work. The perents said, “we cannot do much for John and Mary, but

‘T and the nobility of her 'charactér. John rose from low to high and from

{ humble father; and mother.

we will feach them good principiés and leave them the logacy of o good |
name. They did so. In time Mary married well, because of her worth

high to ‘higher, in his master’s lemploy, married a sensible, healthy, pure
hearted woman, and their sons and daughters bless humanity today.
And it all started with the.good training :given in the cottage -of that

Tiet Mo ome despair of being useful. Immeasurably great may be
the influence for good you may exert.' Enter into friendly relations with
the Heavenly Fathier and with His Son Jesus, open your eyes to the
.opportunities of your station and improve them, so may generations,
predent and future, be blest from your having lived, yourselves rewarded -

- some other way. Your daughter |,

4 that the next floor was nearly 100 féet be-

aceprding to your works, and having
grate vouchsafed us in Christ Jesus,

habitations, where are pleasures for evermore at His right hand. o

been saved aocording to mercy and
~shall be brought unto the heavenly .

CAVE OF GIANTS
IV CALIFORNIA,

Remarkable Cavern Found in Provi-
dence, Whose Beauty is Beyond
Description. :
Seattle, Wash., Aug. 2—A mammoth
cave has been discovered in the heart of
the Providence Mountdins, Southeastern
Californis, which is hamed the “Cave of

beauty otheér renowned caverns, of the
globe, if graphic descriptions are to be
crettited. | : /

George L. Berg, who discovered the eavl
and explored its recesses, has takeén up his
residence in Seattle. Jt wae Mr. Berg's
love tor scenic beauty which took him in-
to the Providence Mountains.

Tooking acrose ‘the Fo Shea pess frgm
Goldstone camp every -evening at .eunset
there are outlined on the face of the im-
mense limestone cliffs that form the nogth-
ern wall of the pass two giant masks,
formed by the contour of the rocks and
the evening shades. Otgffaoehqsﬂmpqse
of a bearded giant, with his head piliowed
on the brow of the mountains and 2{&
closed in slumber. m’li'ihq other faoce is that
‘of a_low browed, sallow cheeked and sul-
len Mo with: Setegly chin mﬁa
mustache, gezing vacantly info space. The
\great_limestone cave which jhas just besn
‘e } is winderneath-atid back ‘of these
st mis

Thé existence ‘of the caye wag revealed
to Mr. Berg by an ‘aborigine lmown ds
“Indian Joe,” who lived on the west slope
of the Providence raige. By markings on
the ground he vividly described the ‘en-
trance leading to ‘great depths, ‘where
winged monstérs lived. Describing i ex-
ploration of the cave with Oharles Stau-

in, (Mr. Berg Stid:—

““We found the ‘cave # Tndian Joe’ had
described ‘it. ‘Great spiredike peakis #tand |
above the ‘entrance, castilig Jorig dark]
dhadows down_the ‘precipitous sides of ‘the
canons. Tt was a long, hard €limb to the]
large balcony at the entrdnce to the cave,
awhich overhangs a deepcanon. ;

“Out first ‘trip was ‘stopped by declivi-
tids we dhred not- -atbempt $o desceni
withoiit ropes. and grappling ‘hools; but
we saiw ‘eénouigh to prompt -a second ex-
. “The Sunday -following our -firet. wvisit
Staubin and T, accompanied by. my wife,
who i8 an -expert mountain climber, Te-
turned to the, cave, prepared to see more
of it. This time we were equipped with
hooks and ropes and -aa..abundance of
candlén and a flash light camera.

“Weisboudid, our way. goug]g

o
of {feet, - coning o & m oLt
Al .G'Pe _Wllﬂln ;Qf)
werg; gouri deft bel LA
miners’ lég ‘in, our ham went
down a gradual i he: v Hgor  was
rough and sharp edged crystals- of lime

ground beneath -our feet and cut our shoes.
The oof soon disappeared from view and
the, walls, too, but they reappeared again
further down to the width and height of
an ordimary door, bringing us out on what
appeared to be acﬁnwmy. Our dim
lights seemed like a mockery in the gloom
that hung about us liké a pall. i :

“But we . were not the only living things-
Attracted by our lights, ehadowy. forms
cireled' around our ‘heads. 'We felt the filp

of their wings before wé discerned the dim

outliniés of ‘the ‘bats. ‘Thée ivere the ‘evil
epirts’ “that had ‘ecarell ‘“Indian ‘Joe’ ‘andy
drove him from the ‘cave, The afueals of
the startled. creatures veverbrated through
the grotto. The echo of ‘our own voices
sounded ke ‘the ‘clafig ‘of broken Bells end
ghve ug more of & start ‘than the streams
of the bats,

“We ook ‘soundings of the place by
dropping pebblis to see how far e would
fall if we'éhould step into the dark dépths
below. We ascertained by this method

low us. We then threw ‘stonés in every
direction, aad ‘came to the conclulion that
the cavern had the proportions of a vast
cathedral.

“We retraced our steps and found a
winding stairway that took ws down to
the floor of the great grotto which we hail
just left. No cathedral ever had richer
carvings or more beautifully tinted wails
than this dark cave. Strange sérpentine
forme of petrified emakés and lizards of
divers kinds were encrusted in the walls
of what resembled beds of delicately tint-
ed moss.

“Rich mosaics of deésign and patterh as
‘regular as if fashioned by man after some
geometrical plan Covered walls and pil-
lars. Above us hing great stalactites of
snowy. whitenéss, resembling icicles.

“We next passed into a &tatuary hall.
We thought of the museum of the ruler
of Siam. The statues fake ‘many and
grotésque forms. We found many strange
chaped, carved, as ‘it were, by the hand
of mature out of translucent stone. A
candle thrust into a erhall chamber of the
vast grotto revealed a frost-like tracery
of crystals on the walls so delicite that
it crumbleés at the touch of the fingers.
At the narrow entrance to the south
grotlo is a huge human face outlined on
the wall. -

“I threw a rope up a steep declivity and
it was caught on a short, stout post, set
op the edge of a terrace, /At the top of
this terrace is another marvel of nature’s
handiwork. Before us stretched a gallery
with an ‘exquisitély delicate patteérn of
lime crystals that sparkled in the light of
the candles like frdst in the surlight. The
floor as as smooth as a billiard table.
From_the roof hung stalactites, some long,
some ehort, ‘others flat, and still others as
thin as a shingle.

“Still we passed on from alcove fo cham-
ber, noting traces of a myeterious beauty
now done in brackets and again in scroll
work. - _

“The last object to arouse our curiosity
was a giant toadstool, like a huge um-
brella, large enough to shelber a dozen peo
ple under if. After passing the toadstool
the nature of the cavérn' changes. There
i# a tapid descent toward the bowels of

the Giants,” and rivals in eplendor .and |-

4l and carried well forward. | The dega:

to blackened walls and the passage has
the appearance of ‘having béen used as
the flue of a great fiurnace. Masses of Tock
of different kinds appear, fused as by heat.
A faint smell of sulphur is noticeable.

“We reached the edge of a deep pit and
lowered lightedl c¢andles attached to ome
end of 300 feet of .rope in an effort to
find. the -bottom,

“It took ue several hours to retrace our
way from the caverna” . .

SOMEPHCTIALMIGE.
HTOT POATH,

Ottawa, July 30-The following practical
poul'try advice is gwen. by L\JT F C- Ha.re,
chief of the poultry division of the Domin-|
jon Department of Agriculture.
Sale of Fowls.

It is ‘mdst profitable to dispose of old
 hens efore the moulting period. There
is 4hen a ready market for fowls om ac-
count of the scarcity of chickens: At the
, presént time six cents & pound live Weight
is offered for hens by & large produce com-
pany in Toronto; eight cents a pound
plicked weight is paid in Montreal. In
several mon'ths. live ¢hitikens can be bought
by the produce merchants for above
rates, or for a small increase in”them. If
ithe hens -are held until fall they will not
realize g8 great a profit as they will -this
month owing to the réduction of thé mar-
ket price for fowls and ‘the loss of flesh
in moulting. Hens should be soid. when
ithey are two years old. 1All male birds
ghould be so0ld ini the summer and cooker-
els msed for breeding the following sea-
som, =

'

Pullgts for Laying.
The edvantages of retaining the early
pullets for fall and winter egg{production
have ‘been repeatedly stated. Early pullets
will lay in their first year five times as
many eggs as old hens. The cost of feed
| will be practically the same for the pullets
4s for the hens, "The profit from the pul-
lets nwill Be Gorrespondingly greater. The
most promising tility-type pullets should
e selected now, fed liberally so that early
winter laying méy be ‘a'ilcom'lged, and
\later on placed ‘i ‘comfortable winter quar-
i#érs, - 'Trafisferping Wmature pullets tb ‘a
| atrange tn-defem egg profiuetion,. .
§oe B, B 41 ook 3 e 1

(UttitytypmFod, >0 -

For poultry farming ithe utility type of
breeling fowl ‘dhould be’ selected. = This
type of fowl can Be had in the proper
 breods—Plyméigh Rocks and Wyandoties.
Utility-type-fowis should be hroad, blocky,
and of medimp:gize and weight (dature
welght-—cock, seven Yo eight and onehali
.pounds; Hen, ﬁvejpsnk% :1;' J)Il)a'lf t!?gveg
honnds). "The breast shotild, be fall, brod
% / ghould
ibe set well apart, short, “White or ‘yeliow
i color and wittiout leg or fobt feathering.
The utility-type fowl corresponds ¢o the
shorthorn type in cattle—s squere and
broad-bodied low-set fowl.

Sale of Chickens. _
From é€leven cents to twelve cents per
pound live weight is offered in Toronto
and Montreal for chickens Weighing over
one and a half pounds each. The prices
correspond approximately to fourteen
cents and fifteen cents per pound plucked
weight, and twenty cents and twenty-two
cents per d drawn weight. It is evi-
dent that an dincreased fprofit will be rea-
lized by selliig. the earlier and heavier
cockerels of theflock at once. This profit
corresponds o the increaséd revenue de-
rived by market gardeners and fruit grow-
ers who place staple articles on the market
before the vegular supply, is available.

Crate-fatted Chickens. - :

The increased. consumption of chickens
in Canada is due to the improved quality
and ‘appearance of the chickens that are
offered for sale. 'This improvement has
been established through the business of
crate-fattening chickens, introduced by
this department of agriculture, and to the
methods of killing, plucking and shaping
the chickens before ithey are marketed.
Every farmer in Canada should be in pos-
session of the details of the crate-fattening
business. Tt is a business that can be
managed by any member of the household;
the required mumber of crates are easily
constructed; the chickens will gain from
one and a half poiinds tto ‘three pounds each
during 24 days’ fattening, and the cost
of feed per pound of gain in live weight
will average from five cents to six and a
half cents. . »

Fall Fairs.

Fowls that are to be exhibited at the
fall ‘fairs ‘should ‘be shaded from the sun
during moulting. This will prevent the
new feathers having a faded or mottled
appearance. Breeders of fancy fowls are
very particufar in this Tespect and cover
the tops of the yards used by the moulting
birds with old carpets, lumber, etc. The
fowls are given liberty during the late
afternoon and evening only. Amimal food
and wegetables are necessary for moulting
fowls. ie animal food, euch*as waste
meat or raw bones will incredse the supply
of protein or albumen for the growth of
feathers; the vegetables are useful in regu-
lating the system.

Wireless Along Newfoundland.

St. John’s, Nfld.,, Aug. 4—A member of
Marconi’s staff has arrived here to install
a seriés of wireless telegraph stations along
the coast at the instance of the Newfound-
land 'government. (He expects to have the
system established next winter in readiness
for the fishing season, covering the sea-
board from Belle Isle strait to Hudson
strait.

el o

So close are the relations between the
brain and the body that ome of the quick-
est ways to cause iliness is to worry, and
pne of the readiest means of aiding the ill
on the way to health is to make the mind
cheerful and hopeful.

o+ WL ISLAND,

Over 1,000 Men Are Employed at
the Iron Mines.

Great Forest Wealth of Newfoundfand--Ex-
ports of ‘Lumber This Year Will Be 50,
000,000 Feet.

St. John’s, Nfld., July 29.—The summer
work is mow at its height at Bell Island,
where over 1,000 men are employed, 600 at
the “Nova Scotia” mine and 450 at the
“Dominion.” The enlarged force engaged
at the former deposit is due fo the fact
that this concern sells its ore at Philadel-
phia and Rotterdam, besides using it at
New Glasgow and Sydney employs a fleet
of ore-carriers to transport it- Since the
geéason opened the two concerns have main-
tained, between them, the average of a
loaded steamer daily, and hope to com-
tinte ‘this until next Christmas. The
stéamers carry from 4,000 to 5,000 tons and
the facilities are so ‘great that they can
load 500 to 1,000 tons an hour, énabling a
ship to berth, load and leave ‘Wwithin the
day. The ‘companies hope to sénd away
@8 mitich ore this year as last, when 750,000

tons twas despatched. From May lst to

date ‘they have shipped 260,000 and as they
have nearly five months yet it is likely
they will éxcéed that quantity though the
difficulty of mining the iore has been in-
creased of late through underground work
being necessitated. Shafts, tunnels and
eross-cuts have been driven and one main-
shaft extends inward 1,000 feet, the raild

for the ore-cars following the excavations;

promptly. Mhe workmen are paid at the
rate of 11 cents an hour for surface and 12
for underground work, and it is possible
to secure 14 hours labor daily, ‘which many
contrive to do. They are paid monthly,
the wage-list running to about $37,000, and
tthis is distributed all over the island, as
most of the men come from different
sections and forward the cash to their
families. There is a surprising infrequency
of accidents, the men rarely being injured
in contradistinetion to ‘Sydmey “where fa-
talities dre of frequent dbccurence.

The export-of sawn lumber this year is
expected to reach 50,000,000, for the several
concerns ‘interested. The Timber Estates
Company, alone, hope to account for 25,
000,000 of ‘this and' the other mills will con-
tribute the remainder. The former com-
pany is having 20 steamers load with the
product at Lewisport before the close of
navigation, and the other shipments will
bé transported by means of schooners and
barques. There are said to be over 2,000
men getting a permanent living in this
colony now through lumbering and' many
more could secure employment if disposed.
But our people are not lumbermen, but
fishermen, primarily, and they turn to this
when fishing is not good or after the sea-
son is over. They adapt themselves read-
ily to the work of logging, But are only in-
different teamsters, thanks to the lack of
horsés in our outports, eo that it has be-

+'{Vcorne mecessary to secure outsiders for. this

bratich of the business. ‘The development
 Of our pulp aress is’ now;‘to"a'e undertaken
'by. the. Harmsworths and by the Timber
Estates,. the former planning toiierect: a
$5.000,000 plant, and the Jatter ito establish
a mill of sufficient capacity to assimilate
the product of some very promising -areas
they possess, with the prospect of enlarging
the equipment later. The figures above
 quoped. are a gonclusive answer to-the as:
| sertions of ‘those whoy in.the pagt, con
tenfed thaj the’ Island” ‘Held " mo forést
wealth and that it lacked timber enough
‘to build anything bigger than a fishing
gmack.  Today, however, five wvessels of
Jocal construction are engaged in the for-
éign fish carrying trade and justifying the
strength of our material and the efficiency
‘of our shipwrights.—Halifax Chronicle.

BOOY OF HALIRY M
FOUND I¥ BOSTON H4RB0R

Yarmouth, Aug. 3.—The’body of the
man found floating in Boston harber Fri-
day thas been identified as that of William
Fitzgerald, a Haligonian, and son of Con-
ductor Fitzgerald, of the Halifax and Yar-
mouth Railway. His wife, with her two
children, one four years, the other five
months, is visiting relatives in Yarmouth,
and has been prostrated by the news. Mr.
Fitzgerald was a marble cutter, and was
24 years old. The body will be shipped
to Yarmouth today and leave on the fast
train MTuesday for Halifax, where inter-
ment will take place. ‘Conductor and Mrs.
Fitzgerald were in Halifax four monthe
ago with the body of their beloved daugh-
ter and have’ the sympathy of all in the
community in their predent bereavement.

Canadian and American Apple Crops Gaod

Niagara Falls, N. Y., Aug. 5—The Na-
tional Apple Shippers’ Association opened
its minth annual meeting here today wita
a large attendance. Although the statis-
tias have not been fully prepared, it is vaid
the apple crops in the United States and
Canada will be good. In no state will the
crop be a failure, though it will be light
1» some.

arefuln*ﬁ

the juice of the ripe, sound,
Lime Fruit, filtered, steri-
lized and bottled.

10c., 15¢., 25c¢., 50c.

At all Grocers.

SIMSON BROS. CO., Lo,
_ HAurix, N.8.

the ¢arth. The whife liméstone gives way
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CHAMBERLA

DEFEAT AT FIRST, BUT |
VICTORY SOON AFTER

programme, has efiected a new divigion of
opinion in British politics; that those
Unionists who have taken their stand
against him now are to be reckoned for

Two Elections Within Eighteen

Months, Says One in a Po-
sition to Speak for Colonial
Secretary’s Party—Further
Special Inquiry Into the
Situation In England.

(Special correspondence of The St. John
Telegraph and Montreal Herald.)

London, July 20—Mr. Chamberlain has
been muzzled for some time past, and those
of his supporters who are in the ministry,
also consider themselves under bonds to
keep the peace. Thiere is something sub-
lime about the way the people hereabouts
continue to wear long faces in presence of
the most ludicrous situations. Just before
I sailed $rom Montreal, Mr. Chamberlain
had made arrangements to address some
6,000 of his ‘constituents on his own lawn.
After what had gone before, many of us
half expected to hear that gs a zesult of
the garden party the “pushful” secretary’s
resignation had been asked for, and a gen-
eral election precipitated . It turned out,
however, that the party did not come off,
that the grass was too long, or something
of the sort. There were a few smiles over
this, but very few, for our friends here
know it means that Mr. Chamberlain has
agreed to keep off the thin ice, and they
see no humor in that. And mow that he
has sent word to his friends that he will
not be able to attend his own postponed
garden party, they do not smile either.
Politics is too serioys a business. 1

But while he is kept; busy holding his
tongue, and artfully slibping out of the
house just when awkward.questions are
about to be-asked, Mr. Chamberlain seems
to be fairly active in other ways. He has
an. organization whose ‘telegraph address
is “Consistent, Birmingham” [(which real-
1y has elicited some smiles), who are mak-
ing it their business to circulate what we
would call protectionist literature in quan-
tities worthy of a Canadian political or-
ganizer. What is more serious, they are
sending this literature to the party back-
ers of all the Unionist- members, including,
naturally, the fifty-odd who have pro-
nounced openly against Mr. Chamberlain,

I am informed, for example,
Michael Hicks-Beach’s position at Bristol
is badly undermined in this and other
ways, and that he’ may not stand for there.
The friends of Mr. Gibson Bowles, at
King’s Lynn, obligingly send him all the
latest Birmingham pamphlets, and the
same kindness has evidently been shown
Lord Hugh Cecil by his friends at Green-
 wich. Mr. Balfour meanwhile pretends
every day bo be cross with some over-in-
| quisitive Liberal member. Nobody really
believes that he really is out of temper,

has ne ‘other recourse, people really admire
him  for the completeness of #t.
Election Literatire o

To ¢nown all,.a set of election literature
has just been: .issued from .the Conserva-
tive party Headqiarters‘in Liondon, which
{ strongly reminds a Canadian of the ‘Con-
servative literature of last eléction, part of
which was idesigned for consumption only
in Quebec, 'and ithe other part for con-
sumption anywhere except Quebec. This
is a little better than ours, however, for
it consists of a set of leaflets marked A,
consisting of speeches favoring the Cham-
berlain proposals, and another set marked
B, being selections from speeches opposed
to ‘those proposals. His Grace the Duke
of Devonshire is given the very great, if
unusual, distinction of being quoted on
both sides of the controversy, one speech
going with the A leaflets, another with
the B leaflets.

‘Where nobody outside the cabinet knows
how to explain 'this unprecedented situa-
tion, the theory that obtaing most credit
is that all members of the cabinet have
been induced to suppress their differences
until after his majesty’s Irish visit is over.
The king.left London with the land bill, as
one member puts it, “in his pocket.” It
is to be read the third time tomorrow,
when, also, he will arrive in"Dublin. This
coincidence undoubtedly lends color to the
theory just mentioned, and strengthens the
belief that his majesty has much to do
with .the initiation of this great concilia-
tory measure. There has been, by the
way, a disquieting but happily indefinite,
renewal of ill reports about ithe state of
the king’s health.

In these circumstances I have found it
pretty difficult to get what one might call
an authorized statement of the Chamber-
lain side of the comtroversy. Mr. Bonar
Law, an ardent disciple, is a member of
the government, and therefore, much as
he might like to, forbidden to talk. A
number.of others, whose names need not
be given, were standing by Mr. Chamber-
lain, and were quite ‘content to leave the
argumentative side to him. Mr. Parker
Smith, one of the younger stalwarts, was
in the delicate position of being Mr. Cham-
berlain’s private secretary. It was no use
bothering Mr. Chamberlain, for if e
could mot speak to England, he could not

| be expected to address the Canadian read-

ers of The Telegraph.

The Chamberlain Side.
Eventually, Mr. Parker Smith recom-

] mended Captain Arthur Lec as being the

private member best qualified to expound
the Chamberlain view. Mr. Lee (he pre-
férs to drop the military title) will be re-
membered as having been in Canada about
1893, and as having been present in Cuba
during the war there, After that he came
back to England, was provided with a seat
in parliament, and has ever since attracted
a good deal of motice in a house where
young men are quietly given to understand
that they are to be seen and mot heard.

{ He was, as a matter of fact, recommended
4 to me as about the best informed of Mr.

Chamberlain’s young men by members on
both sides. L8

I began by asking Mr. Lee if the divi-|
sions in the party were real, and if it was;
actually the case that Mr. Chamberlain;
was going into a fight which he apparently|
expected to win without those elements ofj
personal support which count for so much
in political struggles; if Sir Michael and
his following were really breaking away; |
if, in short, the great Conservative party:

1 was in process of breaking up. His answer!
i} was definite enough.

He comsiders that

4 Mr. Chamberlain, by launching his new

that Sir]

but as he sithulates so ‘well, and since he§

the future as cut off from him, and from
his eide, that the general election will gee
a complete set of candidates favorable to
the mew ideas put in the field; that many
of the bolting Uniomists may, if they get
Tiberal help, come back to the house, but
that the “wobblers,” 200-0dd, will in most
cases disappear; that members of the
house will go ‘down in the general election
in numbers so great that history provides
no parallel; and that by the time the
smoke has been blown away, British polit-
ical parties will have eliminated many
present and recent controversies from the
discussion, and have set out upon a new
era of political division.

Two Elections in 18 Manths.

“And the immediate outcome?”

‘I myself look for two general elections
within eighteen months.”

This, of course, could only mean that
Mr. Lee egpects to see Mr. Chamberlain
beaten at the first election; so, without
straining the quality of merey, I thought
best not to press (e point. The remark,

other informant, { learned Mr. Chamber-
lain’s ecalculation to be. It seems he dis-
cusses these matters ‘quite frankly with
his intimates, and thus his views get quite
a rcurrency. He counted, T am told, in
his cold, electioneering fashion, that he
wonld lose 100 Unionists in ithe house and
gain thirty Liberals; that in an election
to .be brmought on quickly he would lose,
that a poor sort of Liberal cabinet would
be patched wp; that between his own ag-
gressiveness and their weakness, the cab-
inet would mot last long, and that then;
as Britain’s only strong man, he would
come back to power. Mr. Lee quite evi-
dently had all,this.in his mind when he
gpoke of two €lections in eigirteen months.
 So T merely asked:’ , : ,

, “Don’t you think.that a rather dhnger-
ous ealculation ¥’ i
*%90h, mind, I don’t say we want two
elections in that time. INo member of par-
liament ever wants an election. But from
all appearances we must have them.”

“You count, that is to say, upon a weak
free .itrade cabinet becoming guickly un-
popular. But have you reckoned all the
chances of its being a strong cabinet? What
if Hick’s Beach and some of his friends
were in it?”

Mr. Lee admitted that there were vari-
ous elements of doubt about all this. What
he made mo attempt to conceal, however,
was that the hope of Mr. Chamberlain’s
disciples was to see him come back to
power, at an early day, at the head of a
strong and devoted party. .

“At the head of it? (And where, if the
question is mot irrelevant, is Mr. Balfour
to be in those days?”’

“Iirather think he will be over there,”
and Mr. Lee 'pointed along -the corridor to-
wirds the door of the House of Lords.

Mr. Balfour, Mr. Lee assured me, has
the ;gredtest admiration, almost, indeed,
an ‘affeetion for Mr. Chamberlain, is with
Him heartily in his Jatest development,.
does mpf enjoy the - position of power as
some men: might, and “would probably in-
terpose mo - serious obstacle to the return
of Mr. ChambBerlain at the head of a unit-
ed ‘party. I find: those who dissent very
strongly from ‘this view, but that is an-
other story.’

‘We now come to.the trade question, and,
starting at the Camadian end, T asked Mr.
Tee what e expected would be given us,
and what we were expected to give.

“For Canada,” he said, “we have already
‘committed ourselves to the remission of
a tax on grain which we think should be
imposed as against the rest of the world.
But that memission we should not give, of
course, ‘without getting some . concessions
in returm.

‘By the way of further reductions of our
duties on your goods?”

Looks for 50 Per Cent. Preference.

“Certainly, Otherwise we would not get
very far. Speaking for myself, what I lcok
for is an .increase ‘of the present prefer-
ence, so as ito make it fifty per cent.”

“You are aware, no doubt, that some
of our manufacturers think the duties on
British goods already too low, and that
there might be difficulty about furgher, re-
ducing themi®?, : a8 % 1 T4

“There i& always that element of “déubt,
‘but I am assured by many correspondents
in (Canada that it would be done.”

“Do you.understand that such-a trade
arrangement would be expected to lead,
in the end, to @ reorgamization of the em-
pire in respect of other matters, of imperi-
al defence, say, and imperial federation?”

“Undoubtedly.”

“é’nd you choose to enter by this door

“Because we have been assured by your
statesmen it is the only door that is open.

‘“‘But after all,” went on Mr. Lee, “the
colonial part of- this controversy can vety
well wait. Thave is no great hurry about
that. We might make an arrangement
with Canada, say, or ‘with South Africa,
very soon, and if Austra'ia or New Zea-
land did not ‘want to come in, they might
remain out until sach time as they saw
their way. . What really presses, what
makes the real dividing issue in Dritish
politics since Mr. Chamberlain spoke at
Birmingham, is the necessity for safeguanrd-
ing British industrial intercsts against un-
fair competition from outside. That- is
what we shall have to preach, and are now
preaching, in the constituencies.”
“We would call it advacating protec-
tion,” I suggested. .
‘“‘Perhaps. Here we prefer to describe
it otherwise.” - ;

CARNEGIE REMEMBERS
HIS BIRTHPLACE,

N
London, Aug. 5—Andrew Carnegie has
made known his intention to donate $2,-
500,000 in United States Steel Corporation
bonds to Dunfermline, Scotland, his birth-
place. He' stipulates that the gift shall be
employed in keeping up the estate of Pit-
tencrieff, which contains the tower in
which Malcolm Canmore married Princess
Margaret, 'and which he recently pur-
chased as a pleasure ground. The gift is
also to be used for the maintenance of a
theatre, the encouragement of horticul-
ture among the working classes, and the

‘advancement of techmical education in the

district, which is the centre of the linen
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industry. : s
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however, coincid.s with what, from an-°




