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they «ire sinners; in the church they 
not use their faith as Moses did the tre win Hi he . ist into 
the bitter waters that they might be sweefi'iicd. Then 
there is often revealed among converts .« notion that tliex 
can serve God in an exceptionally worthier sen -c b\ neglect 
ing their avocations for the purpose »f giving Bible read­
ings and doing evangelistic work. flhere has abn i lev eloped 
of late a nexymerad-esnt • nier of persons who have a 
religious repugnance to toil, and who live by faith, which 
in baht English means that they subsist on the labors ot 
others. \)thers without natmal gifts,rush into the niinistiv 
But our Lord would have us go into the world and impart 
to all of its senJarities ’the religions >piiit ,md nn-livç. * 
Times and Freeman.

deeper into his chair, and groaned.
Then the Skeleton spoke. " These are haid times hit you. 

these feast days, when all vour kinsmen gather tor merrv 
I knew w nat you thought.

knee Ю 
.titer baby,

fmence. strips him of every artificial distinction arising 
from wealth or poverty Йг social" status, and then shuts him 
up in an exclusive circle^alone with God, who is no respect­
er of persons, and there demands of his naked and so1 it ary making. I saw you to day
ptrwmalitv ,. voluntary Slifl*hdtr „I hix will to tied1* will "Wlwi. Під- K«Ulcii Iwii.vl bln • UH**» >"a'
and »n .............ate «spoon, fllobnliracr to al! ils dnnaml, lift'itsdf (mm Ibp >ni, ili'.ught
Then aiew «рпмйгі.. -n proxirs. I nforml ,.r insincere У«" ag,.„in «•h.ini all y.rur pride . entered. In."' you r- 
.rherlienee <„„nts осіІЬГпк nt all. The sole rcxponsibilily ol member lire first Thanksgiving «(1er th, baby came
.In mnn ami ... linn real rlirertlv .m Un- indix idual smd. !m<* У™1 wife sat before ll.r fire when I In- *»< »•* "'ere 8°

and planned for the bain‘s futim ."
(The Man sank deeper into his chair, and in the glowing

sin і les and

This is theEach one must give account of himself to God 
first principle of New Testament law to bring each naked 
soul face*Io face with God _ When that first Baptist voice 

' broke the silence of four humired years it surely led the

• coals pictured a baby face, wreathed m 
crowned w ith yellow cuils. i

“Then when he was live years old,
Thanksgiving. You remember that 

and in the fire another picture ai 
mother, a doctor and a nuts»,kept \ igil in a darkened room. 
There had been no feasting, two of them had refused foo«l. 
for their child lav dying But when the doctor had turned 
from a long loo1# at the fever Hushed fair, and hail whis­
pered words of hope, the father and mother had fallen on 
their knees by the liedside. and given God thanks I

had a different 
і The Man nodded. 

>e. A father and a

world with its appeal to individuality “ Think not to sax 
within ytÿttfselves, we have Abraham to our father. 
Behold the axe is laid at the root of the trees and every 
tree that brmgvth not forth good fruit is hewn down and 
cast into the fire.” Do thou rrjient Do thou confes* thy 
sins. Do thou he baptized It was the first step of Christian­
ity,and what a colossal stride 1 Family -ties count nothing. 
Greek culture nothing Roman citizenship uo'hing. 
Cvcums ixtmi nothing. 0 soul, thou art alone before God 
The-multitude shall not'sxvallow thee up.

“II thou shall be xvise, thou shall b« wise for thyself , 
hut if thou --cornest, thou alone shall bear it Family 
relationship intruded upon our Lord's busiest hour. 
“Behold, thy mother and thy brothers seek thee. ' 
before he had said “Woman, what have I to do with

For His Sake
Who is there among us who has not some little secret 

drawer or bo\ with careful 'ook, and sometimes we steal 
alone to our room and unfasten that little hiding-plate 
which looks so onimou and take out sonic treasure which 
is perhaps more precious to us than gold. What is it1 
Only perhaps a little ockof hair, only a wither, d violet, 
only possibly a faded packet of old letters, quite out of date 
only perhaps a little baby's shoe. Yet there arc old voices 
and memo»ies connected with th»-se slight things which 
make thpir value to us quite inestimable And as we look 
at them the sunny scenes come hark of the days that are no 
more and there is a magic m them, which surpasses1 the 
wand of the magician. We love them fur the -ale of that 
dear one to whom they once belonged, to w! • >m we feel 
they still belong. So should it be with ’the things that 

His belong to God, the men whom he has created in his own
image. They belong to him, they are Ins, they sjieak of us 
to him, they are lv ing witnesses to us of Ins luxe and 
provid nee and care. Him we cannot scr, but we can see 
tue human creatures whom he has made llv m we must 
l'»ve because we love him. Them we mus» річ. liera us» he 
pities them. Them . we must think fur and h-G for aftd 
pray for and labor for, because he, our tender heavenly 
Father, is working for them too, and slumlx is not not 
sleeps in his care for their souls and bodu s -»Sèh < ni

“He would better have died then " 
“No! No 1 " said the father • Oh Alisalom, my son '

My son !”
“You cannot forget him, even though hr dkg'a- ed your 

You wince when you know men are pointing you 
out as his father, but for a moment your heart leaped with 
joy to day when you heard that voice that sounds like his 
and looked into another pair of brown eyes that reminded 

you of h m."
і But the man h»<l cove ed his face^ with 

two tears trickled d wti, and fell between bis lingers.)
Then lie raised his eyes to the card upon his desk, 

dead wile's hand had lettered it when the crush ng bl *w 
had fallen, and they two had sat hefo e the tue in sjieech-

On« e

ihee,” and now like a Hash of lightning • om< • his scathing 
reply : “Who is my mothei, and who are my brothers 
Whosoever doeth the will of my heavenly father, the same 
is my mother, my brother, my sister.

Another time it intruded upon Him to «all fnith his « ru 
cial statement “If any man hate not Ins father and moth 
er and brother and sister he cannot t c my disciple "

In his d>ing hour, n the way to the cross, he heard its
"Blessed is til» womb that bare tln-e and 8n,1f

Ins hands, and&

voice once more, 
the paps that gave suck,” and once more he irplird, “Yea, 
ibt «er blessed is she that duet It ih«* will of God ' Su[K*iior

“ The sorrow* that nobody mentions.
The souaiw no on may share.

Is the one that the dear Lord giveth 
His dee, est, tenderesl, care, 

aiul below tlie line, penned by the same dear hand
“Cast tlix burden on ibe Lord, and he will sustain thee. 
And he reached for th** worn Bible, and as he did to,

ity for tin* twelve-over Iі au I » as claimed btsnus* they had 
known the l.md in rtvSh. But Paul rejoiiieti 'Wherefore 
henceforth k"ow we no man after div tiesh. >ea tlu-ugh we 
have known Christaltei line flesh; yet now hrucriurth ku<*w

1 the Skeleton slipped .softly hack whence it had .come. 
And as he to >k up the Book it 0| ened of its own accord, 
♦or from the depts he had often cried mightily unto the 
Lord And as he read, the burden seemed to roll from 
him. It was his, yet it was not his. He was tarrying it, 
but he was sustained. And he arose with a lightened 
heart and left the vacant chairs standing before the fire 
And he laid him down in peace and s'ept, for the Lord 
had been with him —Presbyterian.

we him no more.
H'iw often 'U history has the qu-s'mn been propounded 

by some wishing to shun personal responsibility. ? May .I 
nut refer this matte* to the magistrates May I not consult 
th*' customs ot my country ? May I not seek the guidance 
ol my priest and put on huit the responsibility of interpret­
ing this book r Nhv, vt-rily. Do thou interpret It is 
God's letter to.thy soul. Thy і glil of private judgment is 
tfie c*<»wn jewel of thy humanity Sometimes e\en Bap­
tists falter on tli s point. 1 have h* anl one of them excuse 
ItUiLself from an at-know (edged duty of co-ufwratii.ro in mis­
sions, be« ause. his church was opposed to the mission work.
Not even thv church c«n absolve thee from individual duty 
Chuich h are time organizations and a*c punished m time.
'They do not stand before the gteat white throne of judg­
ment. But thy s**ul shall appear before the Judge. Well 
did our Lord know there could be no evangelization of the .,*d 
world if ancestors, fain lie*, customs, government, commerce

Trusting in God >
Not long ago a business man h um! hm ell м i -rrow 

fmaacial straits He brrarti: moody and irti.. .t |fe
appears V» have been a Christian, but wrdtovt strung 
faith. His financial burden almoM com pie t-lv .«usfied htm. 
He sat down at the table with his family, and tie hi-. 
hr#-ad in silence, When he did apeak it was with petulance 
and levelish excitement One day he took up ми old book 
and opened it. The Ixxik chanced to be 
which lie had studied when a boy. On the pit g 
he opened there Was a picture cf Allât he.mng thr \«orld 
on his shoulders I uokmg at the picture, he was reminded 
of the freedom and happiness of his childhood

■ r - : I h.'ir ' - M!.I I I l
lie has crouched under that burden, and foi cent unes I adore 
How Ins back must ache

The Monastic Idea.
The student of the Bible will recall s veral instances of

Christ also atholy men abiding for a season in solitude, 
times courted retirement, and undoubtedly we aie warrant- 

in inferring that with prolit théir example might Ik* fill 
I .aaitler has written “Solitud»*

To himself

lowed in the modern worM. I can sympathize with him. now 
I wonder "that lie has been standing on all these centuries ’ 

I hen closing the book he took out Ins pencil and thought 
fu'ly wrote on paper these woids I will not h an Vtlas 
Since I must trust God for ground to stand on, I will trust 
him also for the load.'

If is аім. Ih- meetingand priests could stand between tlie individual soul and 
God. Thy relation to God is paramount. His law takes 
precedence of all and sxvalh ws up all In giving emphasis 
to this doctrine of individuality *-ur Baptist- fathers have 
suffered ipartyrdom at the hands of the heathen, the Rom­
anist. tin- Greek, and the Protest ant alike

is the audience chamber of God 
place of the In mg and the dr.ul. Then in Ms * aim ■ 
not mr.iMiie better than tu tlu* п»‘і*ч* of tlv world the real

\< arne*s to tlie objects 
alone we soon

vidu • of the things we strive foi ‘ 
blinds us to their - liaracte#. When we 
find that the crown »e hove won is not worth the battle, 
that the harvest is not worth the toil. In die « l«-se of life 
when the sense of Ion lines* cannot Ik* evaded, we find kings 
queens, princes, warriors, exclaiming as -lid Sala «Id ill 
that is left of the great Sa lathi in 1

I antler is right, and quiet hours and solemn lonely 
thought make for the deepening of cJu«M«‘ter 
commanded that we g1» int«i the closet, ami in 
tnune with God.
strife of public affairs was not t«> be adopted 
The retreat was n#»t designeil to he perpetual I he saintly 

of the Bible who sought the desert, ne'er made their

With that resolution a m*xv inspiration « nine into his soul. 
He we> і Vaut to struggle with his financial embarrassment 
with new' hope. His busines associates ohser ed ;« change 
in his spirits, His countenance was bright* r, fii> voir»- w*s 
more ringing, his step lighter. They thought хЛин- change 
must have taken plaire in his financial com lit • u But the 
change was within He rolled a heavy I.-а-l "front Ins soul. 
Me had found a burden bearer xvho was able to «яйл his 
load. He went on in this way end prospered Afterward 
he said he wou'd have gone to the wall but for the new 
hope and strength which came into Ins life when he made 
his decision to trust God for the burden as well as for the 
ground to stand on.

Trusting G oil may bring linancial success It will not 
alxvays do so. If it did it might t,-n«l to make men 
mercenary. But it may do so, because it makes the heart 
lighter. It inspires new hoj>e ami strength in the soul. 
When the burden of care is liglvened -me i< in be "tor frame 
for financial enterprises. His mind is clearer, his nerxes 
are more quiet, lus spirit is more calm. But wlietber trust 
in God bring financial sun-ess or not, it will certain!v 
bring what is far better. It will bring peace. “Them wilt 
keep hhit in perfect peace whose mind is slaved on thee 
because he trusteih in thee." It will give strengtli. 
I \/lf*)>UySical strength and intellectual strength m result 
fr>m patient trust in God. Certainly spiritual strength will 
be the result. ‘They that wait on the Lord shall renew 
their strength —The Morning Star.

The SKeleton in the Closet. All

The day was «іцііе. I he least «Vas over. 1 he la*t car - 
nage load of guests had departctl. and quiet had settled 
over the-lmuse. The master turned from tin* doorway with 
a stilled sigh. Back into the binary hr went, and turning 
low the lamp, ->ank into the Ing easy «hair lie fore the fire, 
and ь ared m the glowing coal, conscious all the while of 
the vacant chair across the hearth

Then the ' Skeleton, creeping from its « lose! took the 
empty seat, and when the irtaii raised Ins ryes with a smoth­
ered groan" he liehehl it.

Long they ga/e«l a* $,•»< li other, these two. Hi» lips were 
closed a little m«-re firmly, add his hands were clenched, 
but his head droopeil wearily, h»r they two were alone 
the Man and the Skeleton.

The world knew his trouble, but none spoke of it. 
was not a giief that hangs sombre streamers from the 
door, that goes flower-lad*Л to a heaped-up mound, that 
receives the tender letter* of condolence anil the words of 
sympathy.

Yes. his world knew of his trouble, but none spoke of it. 
He held his head up among men, though the crushing bur­
den weighed down his heart. He in *t his days' duties 
with a smile on his lips though he paced his bed room 
floor at night with streaming eye>. When a sudden in­
ward pang wrenched his breast, he spoke to his fellows 
with unmeant sharpness —and the world condemned. 
When he met his neighbors with a forced calmness 
simulated gaiety, the world misjudged. Oh ! his burden 
was a crushing one, and it would be till death. He sank

Our Lord 
m-і vet com

But this occasional vvith-lraxval from the
as a vocation.

home there but having prepared themselves in secliision, 
they then addressed them a Ives to the nctixities ..fa real 
mission
from «he housetops. Their conduct and their aims 
not identical with those of the ancient hermits, - r **f the
monks ancient or modern. Anthony. Hilarian, Eplirein Mal-
i hus and the rest abandoned human society dial they might

What they mastered in secret they proclaimed

?
I, e-,< ape ''"hi its pollutions, . ml svi tire then' own |>erfection. 

Moreover they bl inded tlie м-cular as unholy as though 
everything not sacred x\ as necessarily foul and um'lean; ilis- 
credited the most \ irtuons relations that exist, and degraded 
piety by pr»'» I aiming its inability to «ope with evil of the 
world. Instead of contending against actual, f-*cx they wast-

liends anded their strength in lighting imaginai y eneimes, 
phantom tempters born of their own imagination From 
tlie prevalence of monastic ideas religion came to have 

"The two were widelyI little influence on pubbt hfe
separated. They are to «lay wherever monastic isin and 
conventional sisterhoods exist. And while professedly
Protestants reject this kind of separation, nevertheless they burdens borne, and l am not sure but that the brightest 
feel the effect of the historical error Many withdrew their rewards will be for those who have borne burdens without 
religion, if not their person, from the world. In the office murmuring..—Andrew Bonar.

We are to be axvarded, hot only for work done but for

£ k


