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The There has' been of-late’ a good
Claytgn-Bulwes  de€al of talk of the abrogation of .
) the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty, or

at least such a modification of

the treaty as is necessary to permit the constrution
and contyol of a Nicaraguan Canal by the United
States. It appears indeed to be beyond donbt that
negotiations, with that end in view, will be, opened
at an early day. By the terms of this treaty, which
was negotiated in 1850, it was agreed between the
Governments of Great Britain and the United States,
that neither would obtain or maintain for itself any
exclusive control over the proposed Nicaraguan ship
canal, that neither womld ever eret or maintain any
fortifications commanding the same or in the vicinity
thereof, or occupy, colonize or assume dominion
over Nicaragua or any part of Central America,
Ihe Government -at Washington now desires "to
mstrué@ and control a ,canal across ghe isthmus,
and, with this in view, is undgmltxxi!fo be seeking
such a modification of the treaty as il necessary to
the carrying of that purpose into effe@. It does not
sevm probable that Great Britain will oppose the
policy of the United States in this matter.

of her

In view
American possessions and her large com-
mercial interests, Great Britain might not unreason-
ably insist upon an equal share with the United
States in the constradtion and contsel of the Canal.
But probably the British Gowvernment considers that
the interests which it represents will be safficiently
secured, with the exclusive ownership and control
of the work vested in the United States. Com-
inercially Great. Britain will benefit as much by the
Canal as any other nation. It will cost $150,000,000
perhaps $200,000,000, will probably have to compete
with the Panama Canal, and its construéfion is
hardly likely to prove a very. profitable venmture
fipancially. The leading English newspapers on
the Government side favor the abrogation of the
treaty as reasonable concession to a friendly power ;
and those of the opposition, while they consider
that the concession to be asked would invelve the
surrender by Great ‘Britain of valuable rights for
which compensation in some form should be received,
are still not disposed to oppose the principle of
American constru@ion and control of the Canal.
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Apparently _more - tronble is
brewing in. the South African
Dutch republic. The relations
between the Governmesnt of the Traunsvaal and the
Uitlanders, as the foreign population of the coyntry
is called, never harmonious, have assamed a highly
belligerent chara®er, and a collision between the
British in South Africa and the Boers'of the Trans-
vaal is not very unlikely to occur as an outcome of
the present situation. This it appears that the more
violent among the Boers desire. . A Transvaal paper,
the ‘* Rand Post *’ is quoted as saying ; ‘* We advise
upon a fixed a@ of war, Letthe women and chil-
dren on the English side be sent away from the city,
and with them those persons evilly disposed to us

Trouble in

Transvaal.

) Then let Johannesburg be destroyed and the peér-

petrators of the turbulences here be taken-and
thrown into the shafts of their own mines.. Let
Johannesburg be converted into a rubbish heap as a
tombstone'to the authors of our troubles,”’  One
cannot but sympathize with the Boers:in.their
desire to pnrsue lquiaetpastunllih.*m by the
problems which g mixed population and the con-

ditions of what  i§ called advanced: civilization:

involve. - They want} no ~mining: towns, like
Johannesburg, and no Gitlsnder' p

the ‘borders of their
dify thieir laws and institatia
tisfy the foreign popula

o
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is heavily taxed for the benefit of the republic, while
its possessorsthave little or no inflvence in deter-
mining its expenditure. The Uitlanders londly
complain that they are oppressed by . the  Boers,
while the latter are exasperated at the presence of
the foreiguers whom they would like to bundie bag
and baggage out of the country. The Boers and
their forefathers have been a long time in Africa.
They are a hardy, brave and religions plople; amd it
certainly seems as if they havé a right; if any W
has, to realize their own ideals as to life and govern-
ment in that bit of the great continent which they
claim as their country. Just what has led \xi) to the
present acute stage in the relations between Boers
and Uitlanders does not appeéar. But matters have
been brought to a head by he killing.of an English-
mau by a Boer policeman,/ This killing, which the
Trausvaal authorities frall maunslanghter the
Uitlunders call murdergand, through the British
Consul at Johannesburg, they have sent a petition
ait the subject to the Queen
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A-Ghinese Rrit.ish. officers  and : British
discipline have proved quite effec-
egiment.

tive, as all the world has seen, in
transforming the Egyptian fellah into a very
respectable soldier, and the Egyptian. feliah, as all
the world knows, was not looked upon as first class
raw material for ‘an army. Now it appears that
«“Seargeant What's-'is-name, "’ shaying supceeded
so well with the Egyptian, is to _mitted to try
his hand on the Chinaman. A revent Yondon
despatch says that a staff of British officers is
en route to Wei-Hai-Wei to organize the first Chin-
"ese regiment ever mustered into the British army.
The regighent, it is said, is infended primarily for
duty at Wei-Hai-Wei, the port on the north coast
of the.Shan-Tung peninsula, recently ceded to Great
Britain for use as a naval station. The 1,000 men
required will all be secured from the province of
Shan-Tung within the ten mile British limit. The
Shan-Tung Mowntaineer, living as he does in a
rather rigorous climate, is said to be hardy and of
fine physique, fearless and thoroughly amenable to
discipline. It seems quite possible therefore that
with the necessary discipline and equipment, such
material, which is abundant in the northem
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when the despised food is promptly removed. It

appears to have been a good deal that way with the

Vatican in its disposition toward the money offered

it by the Government. The Pope did not expedt

his refusal tg tonch the money to be taken quite

serious! The Vatican understood that though the

Pope did not draw &is civil list money, it remained

to his credit at compound interest and payable on

demand whenever he might see fit to make tse of

it. This comfortable assurance has proved delusive.

Last year for the first time, in drawing up a state- -
meat of the budget of the holy See, mention was

made of these accumulations of the papal civil list

—amounting to about $15,000,800—remaining in the

treasury of the Italian Governthent. But the Gov-

ernment lost no time in pointing out that there

was no such sum as §15,000,000 in -its treasury to

the credit of the Pope. It took the ground that

inasmuch as there is statutory limitation at the
close of epery five years, the only sums to the credit
of the Bontiff were the accumulated annuities of the
last five years, and that the papacy had forfeited all

right to apy other moneys payable under the terms
of the treaty of 1870. The papacy at once appealed
to the Council of State, and the latter has just given,
a decision; sustaining the position of the Govern-
mert as against the Vatican.
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Pesay By pm?am:;i‘;n :f Pt?atmutert-
Genera ulock, importan
Postage.

changes in Canadian letter rates .
‘were brought into effe@ on Christmas day. These
changes do not affect postal rates within Canada .or
with the United States, but tliey involve a reduion,
from five cents to two cents per half ounce, on
letters sent from any part of Canada to _113' place in
the United Kingdow of Great Britain and Ireland,
also on letters to British India, Newfonndland,
Natal, Jamaica, British Guiava, British Honduras, '
British East Africa, the Niger Coast Protedtorate,
the Niger Companies’ terntories, Uganda, Aden,
Ascension, Sarawak, Malay States, Johore, We
have grown accustomed to the triumphant declaga-
tion that modern science has made communication
between all parts of the globe so easy and so speedy,
that distance has been well nigh annihilated, but
now we seem to be in need of a stronger hyperbole

to indicate the degree of progress which has been .

reached, for 8o far as the cust of postage is concerned,
it looks as though distance had been reduced to a
minus quantity. The %dinn citizen can now
write to i is friend in India™s#t a cost of two cents for
postage, but if he desires to send a letter to a neigh-
boring town or village, he must pay fifty per ceat.
more. The change just effected in postal rates can
hardly fail to lead to other changes, including a
reduction to a two cent letter rate throughout the

provinces of the Empire, should be converted into ay Dominion and with the United States. 1t will be

formidable army for the defence of the ancient
Empire. But if the forces of China are'to be turned’
to such account, it is evident that it must be by
some power from without the Empire, since no snc%
ability resides in the Chinese Government.
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The Italian The Italian Council of State has
Government and JUst given a decision in & case
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involving important financial
the Vatican. considerations - 'between - the
Italian Government and the Vatican. When in

1870 the Italian Governmenmt took possession of
Rome, it undertook to pay each year intd the papal
treasury between $600,000 snd ’700.069 to serve as
a eivil list fund for the Pope. Neither the present
Pontiff nor his predecessor, however, has ever drawn''
any of this money, taking the ground that to do so.
would imply a recogunition of the present ‘condition
of things in Italy and of the abdlition of the
temporal power of the papacy. This situation has
been made a ground ‘of appeal to the faithful for-
financial support, it being represented that unless
their contributions were generous the papacy would
beobﬂz’edt‘oleypt the momey ed as

list fund by the.
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observed that, though a large number of the British
Colonies are included in the reciprocal two cent rate
system, there are important omissions which include
Cape Colony, New Zealand and the Australian
colonies. The rate of postage in Australia is now
two pence half penny, and at present those colonies
do not see their way clear to reduce it,: nor do they
care to adopt an imperial rate of letter postage lower
than the domestic rate.- .

Since the above paragraph was written a despatch
from Ottawa announces that from the first of the
7year the redu®ion of postage rates on ltters from
three to two cen{s is to apply within the Dominion,
as well at between Canada and the United Kingdom
and other parts of the British Ewmpire mentioned
above. The Government is enabled to make
important change in virtue of: legislation secured at.
the last séssion of Parliament, and the first ofithe
year had been fixed upon as the appropriate time for
its introduction. By the terms of existing postal ar-
1aagements with the United Statesthe lﬁg‘glm will
appf;nt‘o letters mailed in Canada to that country,
so that it is now possible for anyone in Canada, at
a cost of two cents, to send a letter to any part of
the continent north of Mexico, to the British Isles;
to India or to
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