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SCOTLAND IS NOW AFTER
SOME KIND OF HOME RULE

Farmers Waging War Against Sparrows Waich Do Great
Damage to the Grops—Experiwent to Learn More
0f the Properties o Radium.

GLASGOW, Feb. 2.—The movement
for Devolution or Home Rule for Scot-
land, which has been greatly advanced
by the announcement of a committee
under D. V. Pirie, M. P. P., for Aber-
deen, appointed at Edinburgh to formu-
late a scheme owes a great deal of its
strength to the feeling aroused by the
removal of the Scots Greys from Piers-
hill. The success of the agitation for
a Scottish cavalry regiment has cer-
tainly demonstrated a strong undercur-
rent of “local patriotism.”

The most serious complaint of the
Scottish politicians just at the present
time is that Scotland is unfairly treat-
ed financially. On the other hand out-
side FEdinburgh there are many oppon-
ents of devolution, who openly an-
nounce that they look to London as
the capital and have no desire to sub-
stitute London with Edinburgh. This
feeling undoubtedly came to the surface
durig the passage of the Scottish Pri-
vate Bill Procedure Act.

Little has been heard recently of the
Scottish Home Rule Association, but
the Young Scots Society has been ac-
tive. It is not known whether the
promoters of the new association will
proceed on lines analogous to those that
are in Liberal circles regarded as ap-
plicable to Ireland. The prime minis-
ter is however stated to be in sympathy
with the movement, and Mr. Shaw, lord
advocate, and Mr. Ure, solicitor gener-
al, have given utterance to favorable
views.

“The devolution of Scottish affairs
is imperative,” said Eugene Wason,
M. P. for Clackmannan, the other even-

The Very Rev. Dr. John Gillespie,
who is directing the forces of the farm-
ers, stated at a council meeting the
other day that the “day of reckoning
for those self-conceited, cocky little
beggars had come at last.” “They
are so numerous,” he said, “that when
they are disturbed at their work of de-
struction in harvest time they rise like
a cloud and literally fill and darken
the air.”

“Authorities are agreed that it is the
house-sparrow that is the nuisance.
Three-fourths of his food throughout
the year is corn, and it has been esti-
mated that a single sparrow consumes
a bushel of grain in the course of twelve
months. Multiply that by the number
of sparrows that are everywhere in the
district, and you can realize the extent
of the damaged one.”

Other speakers coundemned wood-
pigeons and sea-gulls but it was de-
cided that the sparows must first be
dealt with.

"Dr. J. T. Bottomley, F. R. S., re-
cently exhibited a radium section at a
meeting of the Glasgow section of
Electrical Engineers which is still be-
ing discussed by the Scottish scientists.
He described a piece of apparatus in-
vented by the Hon. Robin Sturtt, F.
R. S, eldest son of Lord Rayleigh,
which he said showed in a very re-
markable way some of the properties
of radium. A pair of gold leaves after
the mgner of a gold leaf electroscupe
are hung from the bottom of a small
tube containing a small amount of
bromide of radium. The radium tube

is supported from the top of Lhe glass

THE EMIR OF VIGERIA BEING INSTALLED AS
- RULER OF A MAGNIFICENT NEW COUNTRY.
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LONDON, Feb. 2—This picture shows the
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installing of Chiroka as Emir
of Vigeria, the mighty black African empire. The new Emir is friendly to the
white race and will open his country, which is immensely rich, to civilization.

ing, whether in the shape of a Scot-
tish grand committee at Westminster
or of a parliament at Edinburgh. Any
such parliament would be subordinate
10 the Imperial parliament, and the
Scottish members would of course be
members of that Imperial parliament.”
Mr. Wason referred to the different po-
gitions of Scotland in regard to the
lawn, church and land and temperance
questions.

J. H. Henderson, M. P. for West Ab-
erdeenshire, has asked for more oppor-
tunities for dealing with Scottish af-
fairs, and has complained of the
amount of time given to such affairs
in parliament.

Robert Wallace, M. P. for Perth,
when interviewed upon the subject,
said: “I am a Scottish Home Ruler.
We as a body of Scotsmen, however,
are in favor of a committee to deal

with purely Scottish measures.”

A war of extermination has been de-
clared in Dumfriesshire and soon the
peacefyl fields will echo to the sound
of many guns.

The opposing sides are the farmers
and the house-sparrows. Hitherto the
sparrows had matters all their own
way, but now that things have become
too bad the farmers have determined
to submit to the plague no longer.

A council of war has been held in
Mouswald, the county has been divid-
ed into four districts, and companies
have been formed in each. Instructions
are that ammunition is to be purchas-
ed, all sparrows shot at sight, and local
farmers persuaded to enlist in the
ranks,

cover of the apparatus by a little bar
of fused quartz which is a nearly per-
fect insulator. The radium tube itself
is coated with a pasty solution of phos-
pheric acid which makes it conductive.

As the very active bota emanation
escapes through the walls of the
radium tubes the aplha radiation
creeps down and electrified the gold

leaves which thereupon diverge. When
they have diverged sufficiently L(hey
touch two aluminum plates on the two
sides of the cover and discharge them-
selves, and this action goes on periodi-
cally, the leaves being charged and
discharged (in the apparatus shown)
in three and one-quarter minutes. It
is to, be noted that the vessel which
contains  this ~apparatus is highly
evacuated by means of a Sprengel
pump, the aid pressure being reduced
to something like the ten-millionth of
an atmosphere. Dr. Bottomley has set
up this apparatus of Mr. Strutt’s fer
the purpose of finding out @ whether
after a very long time the activity of
radium decreases or disappears. The
observations ‘will tell whether the ac-
ton of a radium clock become longer
with time.

Various committees reported progress
at the latest meeting of the exerative
council of the Scottish Naional Zxhibi-
tion of 1908. At the meeting Sir Robt.
Cranston presided. Instructions were
given to the law agents to prepare
articles of association and to make the
necessary arrangements with the

ST. PETERSBURG, Feb. 2—A recant photaograph of the Czar, Czarina and their children. The

PHOTO OF EMPEROR NICHOLAS WITH
: THE CZARINA AND THEIR CHILDREN

k Czar is very
foni of this portrait because it is better than any other taken, shows the little heir to throne to be a sturdy and
bright-loking child, g

ROME, Feb. 2.—Having faithfully
attempted to give the situation fyom
the pro-Catholic view point, then from
the anti-clerical point of view your cor-~
respondent will endeavor to make the
American public understand things as
the “middle of the roaders’’—those who
are neither Catholic nor anti-Catholic
—in other words from straight news
sources.

There is no doubt but that the Pope
is growing more and more depressed
over the situation in France, in Spain
and in Germany. Though it is not fair
to picture him as a tottering old man
with one foot in the grave as some of
the French newspapers have delighted
to make him appear, on the other hand
there is no doubt that he feels the
weight of advancing years more and
more. And there is no doubt but that
a man with strong physique is requir-
ed to ca @ with the situation, more per-
haps than at any time since the Ital-
ian troops marched through the breach
of the walls of the Eternal City and
the temporal power was at an end.
Not even Pius IX. could have faced the
present situation without becoming de-
pressed and all the diplomacy of a Leo
XIII. might have been expended in
vain. It was undoubtedly something
of this feeling that caused the Pope
to remark while receiving a mjd-win-
ter crowd of American pilgrims re-
cently, mostly from America, that Am-
erica. was a great section; that the con-
dition of the church in the TUnited
States had greatly encouraged him dur-
ing the past few weeks.

One of the chief anxieties at the Va-
tican is the want of money. The re-
sources of the Pope are yearly decreas-
ing, while the claims upon him are
growing daily. Peter’'s Pence, which is
the main source of revenue, does not
yield a quarter of what it used to do.
Formerly France was the chief con-
tributor, but now that the church in
that country is passing through trou-
bled waters it has all that it can pos-
sibly do to make both ends meet, and
is not able to send a centime to Rome.
On the contrary the French clergy are
even appealing to Rome for financial
aid. The misunderstandings between
France and the Pope has deprived the
French church at one swoop of an an-
nual income of thirty million francs,
and has left 80,000 village priests face
to face with starvation. All the church
property has been sequestrated by the
government and invested funds

amounting to $100,000,000,have been tied

up as a result of the disputes. It does
not require a man to be a Catholic or
an anti-Catholic to understand  that
many of these troubles have atwearing
effect upon the Pope and that the ef-
fect .upon his health is. not.good.

One eurious result of all - of these
Papal troubles is that Pope Leo XIII.
will be deprived of many funeral hon-
ors. The popes are all finally interred
in the church of St. John Lateran. The
first burial in St. Peter's is only tem-
porary. The transference of the re-
mains is generally made the object of
a gorgeous ceremonial. But since Pius
X. came to the throne, fearing to cause
a revival of discussions over many sub
jects, the remains of Leo XIII. will, it
is understood, be transferred to the
church of St. John Lateran with as
little pomp and circumstance as pos-
sible.

Even the .clerical organs admit that
behind the Apostolic Palace  silent
walls there is a feeling that the present
controversy with France has been a
mistake. The most prominent cardin-
als, including Agliardi, Satolli, For-
rata, the brothers Vaanutelli and even
the aged Oreglia do not restrain their
attacks upon the secretary of state
for his policy concerning Frauce.
Even Cardinal Merry Del Val, it is
said, feeling his position shaken has
lost his calm. Certain polemical
articles in the Osservatore Romano
have even been attributed to him and
as a consequence considerable feeling
has been manifested, the idea kecing
that no matter how bitter these at-
tacks of the Radicals 2gainst the
secretary of state, the secretary of
state ought not to have dignified thcm
with a reply.

Even Cardinal Merry Del Val's
friends admit that if things do not
change for the better a change .n the
post of secretary of state wi'l be irn-
evitable. 'When the present pope was
selected the absolute indispensableness
of Cardinal Merry Del Val was is
force. Pius X. accordingly backed him
up, through thick and thin. The pos-
sessor of the most charming manners,
speaking half a dozen langusges
fluently (his eminence was born in
London, son of a Spanish ambassad.r,
was educated in France and Germary,
and has been for fifteen years past an
inhabitant of Rome), he was a mcdel
of what the elegant mniodern mondel
priest should be. As secretuvy nZ the
Conclave he was a model of devolion
to duty and when Cardinal Sarto was
first elected pope his first ilea appears

THE STATE OF AFFAIRS AT ROME AS
VIEWED FROM THE NEWS STANDPOINT
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to have been to assure himseif of the
support of the brilliant secretary of
the Conclave. During the first weeik
or two his holiness would not attempt
anything in a public way without at
first consulting his secretary of stuic.
For Cardinal Merry Del Val possessed
many of the things that the p.pe felt
was lacking in his own personali:y.
He had assurance and self-contidence
in his relations with foreign diplomat-
ists, a far reaching knowledge of the
workings of the various <Catholic or-
ganizations in Rome, and even great
experience in the complicated etiquette
of the Papal court. The Madrid court,
of which his father had been so dis-
t@nguished a member, had been an ex-
cellent training for precisely this sort
of a thing. No one wondered therefore
that Pius X. insisted upon his being
retained in his present position,

The Cardinal Secretary of Sate has
one powerful protection in his present
office and that is the absolute indiff-
erance of the Pope to errors of a diplo-
matic nature. And it is difficult to
make Pius X, take an interest in mat-
ters which he regards of secretary im-
portance, the members of the Sacred
College have discovered. For as far as
the personal opinion of the Pope is
concerned the entire diplomatic person-
nel might be pensioned off. The Pope
has frequently expressed himself as
being satisfied that the loyal support
of his bishops is all that he requires
and that he is not greatly concerned
with the temporal affairs of the var-
jous nations. Undoubtedly there is
much in this point of view though His
Holiness has undoubtedly discovered
that general principles do not always
apply; that in a case like France a po-
litical and church upheaval may cre-
ate so much chaos that it is impossible
to tell just who can and who cannot
be relied upon in an' emergency and in
a fight to a bitter end.

When everything is said and done
however, the feeling appears to be in
Catholic circles that the French Gov-
ernment has done all that it can do.
Even one of the Protestant papers
prints the following: “The one and only
concern of Catholic France is her
churches—for the ancient, hallowed
and splendid stones of Notre Dame,
Chartres, Amiens, Reims and scores of
other cathedrals. Touch them and Ca-
tholic France will rise. The Govern-
ment knows better than to touch them
—the Vatican apparently knows that
France will never touch them.”

MAXIM GORKY

MOSCOW, Feb., 2—-Dr. Hagbert
Wright has just translated a letter
from M. Maxim Gorky in regard to the
men and women now on trial on sus-
picion of having taken part in the in-
surrection at Moscow in 1905, M. Gorky
says he wishes to show the public how
the cases have been got up, and as an
example deals with the case of Nich-
olas Schmidt, the facts of which he
declares he has most carefully veri-
fied.

Schmidt was a University student, a
very rich man and the owner of the
best furniture factory in Moscow, and
young and gentle by nature, had by
kind treatment of his employes estab-
lished the most friendly relations with |
them. This to the police was a sign ]
that Schmidt was politically unreliable |

bank. It was agreed to offer two
prizes of $250 and $100 for the best de-
‘'sign of a poster for the exhibition,

and early one morning he was arrest- !
ed. He was placed in a room at the

TELLS HOW AN
MOSCOW MAN W

X
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police station from which he saw his
factory bombarded by shells, plunder-
ed by soldiers and burnt. Next door
to the police station was a home for
widows and this building which was
full of crippled old women, was riddled
with shot by the troops and Schmidt
was a witness of the extermination of
the old folks. On the third day of his
imprisonment Schmidt was conveyed
to a cemetery where he found a num-
ber of his workmen surrounded by a
lot of half-drunken Cossacks. After a
few minutes he saw two workmen led
away to one side. A volley rang out
and then another. For two hours
Schmidt: was kept busy gazing upon
ithese pictures of horror and cruelty.
Colonel Min told Schmidt that he would
be shot, but suggested he should name
his accomplice., Agitated by all he had
gone through Schmidt named several

INNOGENT
S DESTROYED.

of his friends, mentioning the first
names that came into his head. He was
taken back to the piloce station where
he wrote a statement but on being
taken before the Governor of Moscow
he retracted the statement which he
said had been forced from him by
threats of torture and death, He was
again threatened and during the eight
days over which his examination ex-
tended he was not even allowed to
speak. Finally he was taken before the
secret police department and once more
terrified and worn out confirmed all
that had been said in the beginning.
On the following day he again retract-
ed. M. Gorky says that the yoyth 'was
in this way reduced to an irresponsible
condition in which state he was induc-
ed to falsely accuse not only himself
but others. There are many other sim-
ilar cases, it is said,

Firm's Employe Stal3
Booty Under the Floor

LONDON, Feb, 2. — An effective
movement is on foot to develop the re-
sources ao the Republic of Mexico and
Mr. John W. De Kay is now here as
the advance agent of the movement.

The first proposition swhich Mr. De
Kay has taken up is the Mexican Nat-
ional Packing Company which is es-
tablishing in three states of Mexico
three large packing houses, each with
a capacity of 3,500 cattle, 3,500 hogs,
and 3,500 sheep weekly. Mr. De Kay,
however, insists that this is” only the
beginning and that in the not far dis-
ture Mexico will be able to under sell
the world in the matter of meat pro-
ducts,

Among the persons to be interested
in the movement may be mentioned
the Hon. Sebastian Camacho, President
of the National Bank of Mexico and
Vice-President of the Federal Senate;
the Hon. Luis Mendoz, President of
the Mexican -Government Railway
Commission and the foremost lawyer
in the Republic; the Hon. J. M. Li-
mantour, Director of the National
Bank of Mexico and President and
owner of the Cordoba and Huatusco
Escandon, a well known capitalist of
Mexico; the Hon. Francisco Alfaro,
member of Congress and of the City
Council of Mexico; the Hon. George E.
Council of Mexico; the Hon. J. F. Ur-
iarte, a member of the Federal Senate
and late Civil Judge of Mexico; the
Hon. George E. Foster, of Toronto,
first vice president and manager of the
Union Trust Company, member of
Parliament and late Minister of Fin-

BIG COMPANY FORMED TO
DO BUSINESS IN MEXICO
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Geo. E. Foster, One of the Group of Capitalists—London

for Thirty Years and Hid the
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cles must have been secreted thers
from twenty-five to thirty years ago
and at the cost of infinite toil. The the=
ory- is that whoever appropriated the
property got between the floor joists
of the work room and the ceiling of the
room underneath, a space of about two
feet and crowling along pushed his
booty to the place where they were
found. And yet why this human mag-
pie should have taken all of this
trouble when it was apparent that the
property valued at thousand and thou=-
sands of dollars could never be remav=
ed fom the building, is enough to puz-
zle the cleverest detectives cf Scotland
Yard.

The ‘“Almanach de Gotha” has at
last reached the music hall stage. It is
making its bow nightly at the Tivoll
in the persons of Prince Robert de
Broglie, cadet of a very noble house,
and his wife, A Princess Istelle, neco
Alexander, ‘‘a beautiful California
girl?

Meanwhile Prince Amedee de Brogiia,
the father of Prince Robert, has sent
a statement to the press denying em-
phatically the stories- of his sen’s
hardships in America and elsewhere.
“Until July, 1906, I gave him,” writes
ihe Prince, “the allowance which his
brothers had before they were mar=-
ried. In that month he broke all his
promises to me and left Europe with=
out informing me of his departure,

“I did not learn until October that
he was in New York and that he was
married. That marriage, contracted
without the necessary legal prelimin-
aries is not valid. The law courts are

Y

1858), and his grandson, Prince Oscar
of Princess Margaret of Connaught.

KING OSCAR OF SWEDEN, WITH HIS
SON, GRANDSON AND

GREAT GRANDSON

LONDON, Feb. 2—This charming photograph from Stockholm is enjoying
wide popularity throughout Sweden. The aged King Oscar II, is nursing his
great-grandson, while behind him stands his son, the Crown Prince (born in

(Duke of Scania), who-is the husband

ance, Dominion of Canada, and many
others.

Among the British leaders of thought
and action interested may be mentioned
Sir William Haynes Smith, Chairman
of the Egyptian Lands and General
Trust, Limited; Sir William Wiseman,
Mart., London, Manager of the | Tm-
perial Food Supplies, Limited; the
Hon. Adolfol Bulle, Consul of the Uni-
ted States of Mexico for London, and
its ‘dependencies; Mr. Joseph Moore,
Chairman of the London Central Mar-
kets Cold Storage Company, Limited,
and M. Lafayette H. De Friese. Direc-
tor of Borax Consolidated, Limited.

It is now evident that some thirty
years ago Messrs. Mappin and Webb,
the well known Oxford street firm,
harbored an employe with the instincts
of a magpie and with but little of the
common sense required of the mosti
ordinary human thief. This belated
discovery came about in 2n unusual
manner. ‘he firm are at present en-
gaged in demolishing the premises now
occupied preparatory to the ecrection
of a beautiful marble palace.

The most singular thing about the
entire affair is that under the floor of
a large room which had been used as
a workshop for the manufacture of
special classes of silver and plaited
goods, an immense number of packets
of varying size were found, wrapped
more or less carefully in paper. When
opened the bundles were found to con-
tain silver and plate of the most var-

jed description. .
It would appear as though the arti-

about to establish the truth of that
assertion,

“That marriage which no father could
honrorably authorize or accept, did not
prevent me from helping my son, first
by paying his hotel debts in New York
and afterwards by despatching sums
which were to be handed to him in the
event of his finding himself without
resources.” The Prince adds that his
house is still open to his son if he will
“break with the person who accoms-
panies him.”

Prince Robert, being interviewed, in=
dignantly repudiated his father’'s
statements as to the matter of the pay-
ment of the debts and was greatly ans=
gered by the references to his wife,

—

SECTION OF LAND
15 SLIDING INTO SEA

ST. PETERSBURG, Feb. 1.—A dise
patch from Sebastopol says it is re-
ported that a well populated area of
about thirteen acres in the district of
Chukuvan, near the emperor’s estate
in Livadia, is subsiding into the sea.
The subsidence of the land is attri-
buted to an underground river. The
buildings in the affected area are fall=
ing to pieces.



