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Sir A. P. Caron Moves the Adjourn-
ment of the House. -
Mr. Laurier’s Speech and MF, Foster's State-
ment—M, Adams Appointed a Senator.

Ottawa,  Jan. 7.—The promised ex-
Dlanation of the ministers was made
to the house of commons this after-
noon. 'When the popular chamber as-
sémbled shortly after 3 o’clock there
Was a very large attendance of mem-
bers. Of the ministers and 'ex-minis-
ters all were in their seats save Hon.

. Mr. Dickey, who is unwell. Long be-
fore 4 o’clock people had arrived ‘at
the several entrances of the galleries,
while the lobbies were erowded with
people anxious to secure tickets of ad-
mittance. Within five minutes of the
opening standing room: in the galleries
was at a premium. During the ; pro-
ceedings there were one or two awk-
ward pauses, and many feared an ex-
plosion, but when Sir Richard Cart-
wright had said his Say-the speaker

. declared the house adjourned, and the
members trooped out ‘to discuss the
situation. With regard to the outlook,
it seems evident that Sir Mackenzie
Bowell will not be able ta reconstruct,
and that in two or three days Sir
Charles Tupper, sr., will be called to
form a ministry. Sir Mackenzie has
no disposition to give way to Mr.
Foster, and would like, if at all pos-
sible, to conmstruct a new cabinet; but
the break between himself and has

_ late”colleagues is too great. A propo-

sition is said to have been made to the
chief justice of Ontario, W. R. Mere-
dith., Mr. Bowell might have resign-
ed in his favor, but Mr. Meredith
‘would probably nct be able to make an
arrangement with any Quebec men.
Among other rtimors the name of Dr.
‘Weldon as a possible successor to Mr.
Bowell has ‘been mooted. A . cabinet
mini8ter informed meé tonight that if
~8ir Charles Tupper took the leadership
Hon. Mr. Ives would go to England as

‘high commissioner and Sir C. Tupper
would be without a seat in the cabi-
net, A .

There was a meeting of the cabinet
today, at which G. B. ‘Baker, M. P. for
Missisquoi; Sir John Carling, M. P. for

' London; Hen; J. S. Atkins of Toronto
and Michael Adams, M. P., were ap-
pointéd gendtors.

SIR ADOLPHE CARON.

Mr. Speaker, before the orders of
the day are called, I have an import-
ant 'statement to make to the house.
Since the opening of parliament seven
members of the cabinet have tendered
their resifnations to the prime minis-
ter, '‘which were submitted to the gov-

- ernor general and accepted by his) ex-
cellency. ‘The gentlemen whose “re-
signations have thus been accepted
are Geeo. E, Foster, minister of fin~
ance; John Haggart, minister of rall-
ways and ; Sir Charles Hibbert
: ¢ 8 . William

: mmu&r:eh@ defence; 'W. H. M
minister of agriculture; John F. Wood,
controller of customs. . ' |

At the next meeting of the house
I hope to begn a_position to state de-
finitely what course the government
has taken or intends to take wunder
these circumstances.  (Ironical hear,
hear’s.)~ Considering the gravity of
the situation, I have to ask that when
the “house adjourns today (of course.

I am aware that without notice I can
.only move for an adjournment from
day to‘day), it stands adjourned for
ten days or a fortmight, which would
allow time' to considér the gravity of
the dircumstances. ~This is the state-
ment which I have the honor of lay-
ing before the house, , I.move that
when the house adjourns today it
stands adjourned until Tuesday, the
21st inst.

Hon. Mr. Costigan seconded the mo-
tion.

MR. LAURIER.

Mr. Speaker, I really believe that
my hon. friend who now leads the
house will not be surprised if I tell
him at the outset that it will not be
possible for me nor fer any of those
who sit on this‘side of the house to
agree at this moment to the proposi-
tion that the house should adjourn at
all except in the ordinary way from
day to day. I understand very well
that the governmeft are in a-very pe-
culiar position, and that they are en-
Jtitled, I must say, to some commiser-
_ation. I am ‘not ‘disposed to refuse
‘that commiseration to them in any
way, but on_ the other hand we must
have something like parliamentary
government in this ccuntry, and it 4s
time that we should put an end to the
travesty, to the mockery, and to the
sham which has been too long going
on here under the name of parliament-
ary government. It is nof at all sur-
prising to me that there 1d . be
resignations of members of the cab-
inet. I must say that I rather expect-
ed it ever since. we had the resigna-
tions on the 8th of July last, 1 ex-
pected then that the day would come
when another wing of the cabinet

"~ would do the same thing as hgd been

done-by the wing of the cabinét which
resigned on that occasien. - On that
‘point I have mnothing te say further
‘than this, Sir Adelphe Caron has told
us that seven of ;the members of this
administration have resigned. $8ir, the

* hon. gentleman should have ¢old us

‘what is the cause which has brought
on these resignations. Not a word,
not a syllable, not a scintilla of infor-
matiofi has been glven to. the honse
upon this most 1 ant subject.. We
knew before Sir Adolphe Caron spoke
because the fact had gone abroad
through the length and breadth ' of
the land that seven of his golleagues
“had resigned, but we were in the dark
then  and we are in the dark yet as
to what are the causes which led fo
this most extraordinary and important
event. 'What are the causes? I
must- assume that some extraordinary
event has taken place whi has in-
duced seven of the members of the ad-
ministration to take such a course. /
I cannot assume for a moment »‘th‘t

- “the hon. gentlemen who have resigned

-
| would be to suppose that these hon.
t o"n\y in“a.

-ent .premier. I beg also ' to say that

month. To assume
gentlemen had acted ol :
most unparliamentary manner, ‘but

erous manner to the premier, and in
& most unpardonable manuer towards
the dignity of the crown. (Opposition
cheers.) il A ;
Why, sir, what is the position we
are in at this moment ? The position
is this: On the 8th of July last when
the cabinet had been tossed to/ and
fro and undetided us to whethdér or
not they would. introduce a measure
of remedial legislation with regard to
the Manitoba echool case, based upon
the order in council of the 218t of
March' last, they came here with the
announcement that they were to re-
open . negotiations with the govern-
ment. of Manitoba, and that in the
event of Manitoba failing to give to
the minority the redress which’ the
minority was asking for, then they
would summon parliament not later
than the 2nd of January and intro-
duce remedial legislation and press it
to a conclusion:. Parliament was sum-
moned to assemble on the 2nd of Jan-
uary, and parliament met on the 2nd
of  January. The whole cabinet has
put in the mouth of his excellency
statement of the policy whlclhx, ,tﬁ
government intended to carry on this
sessiom, and of the measures which

assented to unanimously. All the col-
leagues of the  prime minister, of
course, pledged themselves to theé sup-
port of that policy. :
Now, are we to suppose that after
the whole of the government have been
committed to that policy, after thex
thave taken their course and after they
have placed in the hands of the crown
the policy which the advisers of the
crown intended to carry on, are we to

seen has taken place since then, these
gentlemen would have resigned .on ac-
count of causes’ which existed at  the

the mouth of the representative. of the
crown? i §

‘We are indeed told by the ministerial
press that no extsaordiftary event has
taken place since that time, but that
these gentlemen have tendered their
resignations on account of reasons
which existed long fbefq_re rliament
‘was called. Again, I assime that
some very exfraordinary event must
have taken place sinmce the opening of
parliament.

has givém us an event extraordianry
in its character, which, however, did
not affect the whole cabinet, but gf-
fected only two members of the ad-
ministration. It is true it has been
stated through the press that 'a mem-
Eer of the' administration had charged
one of his colleagues with, having an-
onymously slandered him.to his ex-
cellenoy the governor general, had car-
ried on an investigation behind his
back, although they were gitting &1l
the time at the same table in council,
and that under such circumstances
there was something to be investigated
between these two gentlemen. Well,

is is an extraordinary event, I must
a&mlt, but it is not an event, I would
i ne,. which would bring on such
8 crisis.as we have at present. What

| | s the true cause, I ask? ‘We are told
£ | In the lorgans of the gove that

.the conservative party are dissatisfied
with the leadership of Sir Mackenate
Bowell.  As to that I have nothing to
say. It is purely a family quarrel, in
which I would not at all venture to
take any part. It is for the conserva-
tives themselves to settle that ques-
tion. Bnmt, sir, if that were the cause,
if that is the real reason and the only
reason‘why we have the present crisis,
then, met as we are here today to dis-
cuss the speech of his excellency, when
we are asked to adjourn the Hhouse,
we had better, know ‘whether that is
the cause or not. But, sir, this cause
existed long ago; whether the conser-

the other side of the house, and not for
mz to determine; I have to say that
parliament would be trified with if that
were given as the cause why we should

,not proceed with the business of the

house.

Parliament has been called to det\er-
mine 4 certain policy, but to meit
looks very much as if this were anoth-
er of those expedients of which we have
had too many already in order to ent
able the government to not carry out
the pledges which they gave to par-
liament. (Liberal cheers,)

Mr. Speaker—Is the motion of
Adolphe Caron objected to?
be given. : s

8ir. Adolphe Caron—Then I will give
it as-a notice of ion for tomorrow.

Mr. Laurier—Fon:u}ne day after to-
morrow.

Sir Adolphe 'Caron—I move that the
house do now adjourn.

MR. FOSTER.

received - with
from the conservative
Before the housge
rise to ‘perform a duty which, I con-
ceive, should be performed at once,
and to say at the same time that.I do
not propose (as neither, I think, do my
colleagues ‘who are acting with me in
this matter) to enter into any discus-
sion of the subject. I will today simp-
Iy make a statement for the informa-
tion of the house and' the country as
to our position—I mean the ‘position of
those gentlemen who thought it their
duty to retire from the government—
and I shall briefly state the reasons
why they retired.

I may say in the first place that
there is no disagreemerit betwéen our-
selves and the premier. upon any ques-
tion of public policy, trade or consti-
tutional, with regard to whith action
has been already taken, or in respect
to which an attitude has been ‘assum-
ed by the government under the' pres-

who = was cheers
benches—

adjourns - I

we retain our firm bellef in the prin-
ciples and policy of the liberal con-
servative party, with which we are in
entire accord and of which, in com-
mon with others, we have been and
will remain the exponents in so far
as our ability admits. We have lost
none of our confidence in the sound
and healthy condition of the liberal
conservative party of €anada—(laugh-
ter and ironical cheers from the op-
postion)—or of our belief that it em-

have tendered their mmum ““to

that'they had acted in a most treach- [

they proposed to introduce. This -was | servative party that its strongest ele-
ment were at its head, and impress the |

suppose that unless something unfor<

very time they put that language in'!

vative party at large {s or is not sat- !
isfled ‘with the leadership of Sir Mac- |
kenzie Bowell, it is for gentlemen on !

Sir :

Mr, Laurier—Certainly; notice must |

\(Conservative cheers). . ;

Though, with m any. misgivings \we
‘finally agreed to ejter the zévernmeqt
under Mr. Bowell 1 n - to
the late Sir John Th , We have
nevertheless ' unitedly and  loyally
striven to sthe best of our ability to
make it strong-and efficlient, and it has
been with g regret that we have
seen our efforts result in a measure
of success less than that for which we
had hoped and striven. We are of the
opinion that .the libéral comservative
party ought itq be represented by the
strongest government possible to be
secured from its ranks; that the necgs-|
sity ‘therefor was never greater than
under existing circumstances, and we
belleve that such a govérnment can be
formed without delay. This we have
! repeatedly urged upon the premier,
with-"the result that we found ourc
selves face to face with parlament,:
having a government with its numbers
1hcomplete and with no assurance that
the present premier could - satisfac-
torily complete it. . Under these cir-
cumstances 'we thought it our duty to
4 retire, and in this manner to pave. the

ay, if possible, for the formation of
a  government whose' premier could
command the confidence of all his col-’
leagues, could satisfy the liberal con-

country that ‘it had a government |
i which was united and had power: to
govern.  We affirm with the utmost
sineerity that the action we have taken
has sprung from no feeling of per- |
sonal dislike ar of personal ambition,
but has been solely dictated dy our
‘wish to ‘sink all minor considerations
in the presence of our great desire+
that the best- interests. of our party
and country should be duly co\nserved.

SIR RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.

I do not know which is the more
extraordinary, the request made by
. the present leader of the house or the
| statement to which we have just lis-
- tened from the ex-leader of the house.
I have had some . parllamentary ex-
perience. It is three and thirty years
since I first sat in the parliament of
the then two Canadas, and in all that
time, although I have seen many a
crisis and assisted at -some, I can re-
call nothing in the faintest degree
parallel with the present /condition of
things. ' 8ir, I defy my hon. friend, the
ex-minister of justice, who is learned
in precedents, to point to us, in the
history of an English speaking com-
munity, a case in which seven minis-
ters of the crown have resigned in the
interval between , the placing of a
speech in the mouth of ‘the governof
or sovereign of ithe Country and thé
debate that usually follows thereon.
(Opposition cheers). We have heard
of sudden conversions and sudden
convictions. We know on the author-
ity of an eminent English writer that:

Mercy has been. sought and found
‘Between the saddle and the ground

But that is net a circumstance to the
speed with which these n ¢onvic-
tions' have dawned on the minds of
my honorable friends opposite. Now
it does appear to me that these honor-
able géntlemen, one and all, have of-
fered o/direct nsult to the reprosent.
ative eign t in-
sult

f the soverelgn and a ‘direct
su &"mhomé.jjgnear, hear, from
the opposition). It appears to me no
matter what their grounds or their
reasons may be, that for a cabinet to
place & speech in the mouth of his ex-
cellency, &nd then, before the ink on
the document is dry, to put a pistol to |
the head of 'their own colleague, the
premier of the couniry, to place him

back triumphant from the polls, |

tof an able and honorable colleague.

Lsitting in council devising schemes far

in the utterly humiliating and  degrad- |-

gt Y 1 ny {other design, but to so put off and de-

‘| lay the guestion that it might be ulti-
mately defeated by some (to use tHe
very familiar, but not very elegant ex-
pression) by some fluke, Whether thaty with his excellency, and of course I
was the intention of those who have
-taken a different course from the gen-
tlemen who have remained in the cab-
inet, I am not prepared to say. I shall
content myself at the present moment
with the fe
made and when the proper time ar-
rives when it will be necessary to
deal with the explanation which has
been made in another place, I trust I
shall be enabled to make such an ex-
planation in' reference to myself per-
sonally (the statement to which I have
ister has ‘been caught in the act of\] referred taving had relation to me to
some extent/ and to the policy of the
government, of which I have been for
some little time the head), as wilt be
satisfactory to the wenate.
move that, when this house adjourns
tonight it stand adjourned until to-
morrow evening at 8 o’clock.

just made. . Then, over and abc

18, the matter /s complicated by
‘another ‘consideration. 1t appears —to
‘me that these gentlemen’s. own homor |
demands now a full statement of the
reasons which impelled them to take
that extraordinary course, and it s
‘certain. that two of these hon. 'gen-
tlemen, in view of the most extraor-
dinary statements which are belng
cirgulated’ broadcast from one end of
this country to the other, ought, be-
fore the day closes or this hotse rises,
to inform us what truth there is' or
what truth there is not, in the state-
ment thatone hon.minister or ex-min-

slandering anonymously the reputation

I offer no opinion on. the subject other
than thi§: that it is due to both gen-,
tlemen t if this statement be true
the proofs be given, and that if it is
false, it be contradicted on -the spot.
I'shall not say much about the modus
operandi of these "anonymous letters,
' but I will merely offer the suggestion
that if it should again become mneces-
sary in the discharge of a patriotic
duty for any. gentlemen in a- similar
position to address an anonymous
correspondence to his excellency, the
communication should; for the sake of
deceney and for the sake of prevent-
ing future scandals, be typewritten
and the tyPewriter be broken up im-
mes 1y, 80 that ‘there- may be no
po “of afterwards detecting it.
(Liberal laughter,)

suppose these hon. gentlemen enter-
tain of each other if they have been

the welfare of Canada from day to
day, and - ‘entertaining the opinion
which, apparently they must have en-
tertained of each ather, if we are to
place the smallest reliance  onm the
statements that have been circulated
broadecast
press. I will say but this one thing
in conclusign before tne hon. gentle-
men rise, trust they will, to give
some gort of explanation to the house
of their extraordinary conduct, and it
is this: for my part I am prepared to
grant, and .I-hope gnd believe my
tdean are prepared o grant the full-
est consideration rqQ the present first
minister, Sir Mackenzie Bowell, who,
whatever his faults and sins may be,
appears so far as we can see, to have
acted straightforwardly ufider very

difficult circumstances indeed. if,
they stand, by three o’clock tomorrow
Sir Mackenzie Bowell would no longer
be premier and that Sir Charles Tup-
per will ‘be engaged in the task of
forming a ministry. How he wiil suc-
ceed remains to be seen. There is a
general desire/ for the session;to last
thirty days, and among the conserva-
tives the feeling now is that come what
will, the’ remedial bill must be intro-
duced this session, and if the party
is to die, that it should die fighting.
It is difficult to foresee how a  new

NThe motion was agreed to and at
8.60 the Pouse adjourned.

THE SENATE.

Not for many years has the senate
had such a large audience as assem-
bled tonight Wwhen‘'the business was
resumed  after adjournment. ' Lady
Aberdeen was there, and nearly all
the ministers. The space  below thes
bar was crowded by mémbers of parlia-
ment,

Sir Mackenzie Bowell, after reading
the same! statement that was read in
the hpuse of commons; gaid, I have to
ask that when the house adjourns to-
night it stands adjourned until tomor-
row at eight o’clock. It is not usual,
I believe, upon occasions of this kind,
to make explanations at any lengt
until the action of ‘the government,
whatever it may be, has been takan in
reference to the filling of the vacan-
cles, or the organization and forma-

say in addition

tied. Hee woulld require to have a clear
al 2 fal

R e, 1 hdllevs o ox- counse. It is said that Sir Mackenzie

Bowell himself will take ithe lleutenant

2iving - hig; Sovernorship of Ontario on Mr. «<irk-

| patrick’s retirement, which must take

reasons therefor. I have not yet had | pisce. Tt e Tieckr AT Th 4e kel

planation has been made in another
place by one of the gentleman who re-
tired from the .cabinet,

ing position in which they have tried
to place him, whether successfully or
i not, is, I am happy to say, utterly un-
! paralleled in the history of any Brit-

} insult to the house. Here we are for
the first time in Canadian history
 parliament for a most precise and spe-
cial purpose, and the men who unanim-

just addressed 'us, that it was neces—i

sary to the best interests of Canada
that this extraordinary step should be .

its discussion impossible.
cheers). i
More than that, I say it is a fraud
: on the country. Hach and every one
| of the seven' gentlemen, if they enter-
tained, as is perfectly evident from
the statement we have just heard, if
they long entertained sentiments
against the leader of the government

openly and shamefully perpetrated a
fraud upon the ®ledtorate of the coun-
Liry. During the recent by-elections,
ddring. the election of my hon. friend .
who has just taken higs geat, from
Montreal Centre, (Ironical conserva-

tive ' { cheers); duri¥g the ‘eleca
tlt‘J‘h in Jacques | ‘cutler, dur-
ing ' the election in “North - On-
tario, during the election in Cardwell,
I might almost say during’ the recent
election in Vietoria; Ekave not these
men; ‘one and all, been dgclaring that
the ‘cabinet were in perfect unity; that
they were a band of brothers withqut
any dissensions or dispufes,-have tHey
not, in tones of thunder, especially
through the late 3ecretary of state,

at is he now ? The ex-minister of
agriculture declared that the. stories
to the contrary were the vilest gland-
ers of &n unscrupulous. grit press.
(Liberal cheers.) Ha

assertions which have been made

colleague,«the minister of public works,
.were pure inventions of the enemy

that

their mouths ;which I cannot charac-
terise in parliamentary language other
than this: that they appear to have

‘bodies t,“poney which the majority of
; N

 not  the  slightest foundation in fact;

an opportunity of reading it, ‘but omly
casually heard it, and am
not in a position to deal wit t/as ’ i
think its importance demands. I‘may

house for at least twenty-four hours,
when [I shall be in a much better posi-

deserves.
have\ no desire to shirkK any of the

ously declared, speaking through the responsibilities 'which devolve upon ' {\nwr;hSeraior Ka““igﬁ:‘ dg“g:’ed .
mouth of the hon. gentleman who has ' the head of the government in dealing e MpPer: COrT .of ‘the senate
with matters referred.to in the speech Wing. He had had lunch in the sen-
from.the throne. I have stated I haye 2ate restaurant, and then proceeded to
this room on the ground floor. He wus
taken, that this parliament should be . fer, nor was the courtesy extended ‘to t'herel for a little while, and ﬂ:’f;egam‘?
summoned on the second day of Janu- | me as the head of the government of °Ut into the corridor and w o up
ary, 1896, 'to consult on a measure to, handing me a copy of it in order that ;z.nd g;:‘",‘ with Senator Boulton. :l‘_'k'
-which théy declared themselves pledg- | it might be dealt with properly, and I [0n& that gentleman with the ;em 2
ed, which they informed us it was| therefore ask again the indulgence cf ‘Dot he was going to the-senato ds gal-
their duty, their imperative duty to: the house t6 permit me to postpone the lery in the house of commons an 1‘bm-al;
bring down, and now present them- | matter until it appeéars in the press <¢¢eded up stairs. Sen&‘ﬂ:ir ,}\]Ka“ oy
selves before us as the very men WhO tomorrow, when'I can deal with' it g W88 & very stout man, an ai lamteblt
have—what shall I say?—combined to- its merits deserve. \If my ears did not ¥ been suffering from hee,rtrﬂmu ei
gether or conspired together to r;ebx:d:;‘ ' decelve me in what I heard of it, I can f:;l'uils suplzg:edst :ﬁ-ac‘:sfeherw aesxeto :nm u:h
T Mmg §

(L . only say that it was uncalled for; that SN A 15 sconér. bind. Be bitkckes
the’ top arfd taken about twenty paces
,. - over toward the commons’ wing of the

Ay IR W1 think, SRS Veir M biulding than he fell forward on . his
“face. The vital spark had fled. A great

thought proper to make the statement, s VA v s g 2 e e, ety
but there was not a sign of life. A
stretcher was hurriedly procured and |

not seen the statement to which I re-

it.was unfair to the head of the gov-
ernment for the time being. To say

tle. I leave tHat to the gentleman whe:
and if it fails to satisty hm{t and his

friends I can only appeal to the judg-
ment of the country in defence of the

expressed,they have i A his body was carried to one of the
e N ‘ e o1 I'bave taken. I shan rooms of the senate building. It is ex-

peoted that it will be conveyed to
Nova Scotla for interment. Deceas:d
was of German descent, and had been
a member of the snate for twenty-four

add this, however:

The declaration that I made in this
house just before its prorogation !Qst
year in reference to the future policy
of the rnment upon the great
question which is agitating the peo-
ple of this country will g0 far as
I am concerned, and so far as my in-
fluence  goes, be carried out to. the
letter. (Applause.) I have yet :to
learn -that it is my duty as a public
man to do otherwise. Having enunci-

it was but doing justice to a portien
of this dominion, and maintaining the
provisions of the constitution and giv.

that which the constitution and the
highest court of the realm stated that

the remedy is given. It is to me a

men who had formed a déliberate -
opinion to take a course which I re.

and’not entitled to the slightest con- ! gret to say, led one of my colleagues
sideration 2 Now, it is no Ught thing ' in whom I have the most unbounded
at a crisig lke this, it is no light thing confidence and respect, to leave the rising,
when several constituencies are beinz | Bovernment last year because we did day are called I take it that the house
called ‘upon to record theJ_x_' verdict, i not act at that time, and because we will expect some information in rela-
ministers of the crown should asked for delay In order to give the tion to the announceme
come before them with stdtements in province twhose autonomy it'is asgerts made yesterday. I then h
ed will be interfered with, time at or of asking the house to con-.
least .to consider the grave question. sent to
with which they and with which we  days.
had to deal.  We were accused of nd . to give notice of motion and that mg-

mier would have given full explana-~
tions for the unprecedented step taken
by the ministers. He believed the ver-
diet of the country would be that the
time selected for the resignations was
an utifair and improper one. Only one
precedent of the character approach-
ing' this could be found ip Canadian
history, the case of Sir Allan MacNab.

ried. .

ttion 1is practically unchanged from
What sort of opinions are we to |Yesterday and it is still one of great
- and grave uncertainty. It was fully
expected that the premier would have
made  an - officlal announcement to-
night, but owing to the sudden demise
of Senator Kaulbach, and in accord-
ance with its usual custom, the sen-
ate almost immediately adjourned out
of respect to the deceased. Not until
tomorrow afternpon, the'x'etpre, will - it
through = ##e newspaper | be definitely known what course  Sir
Mackenzie /intends to pursue.

howyever, incline to the belief that by | who
tomgrrow Sir Mackenzie will throw
up the sponge, and they say his speech
of this evening clearly indicates  this.

the regular work of the session unless
he accépted all members of the Bowell
ministry. ‘The new  ministers would
of ‘course have to appeal to their con-
stituerits for re-elgction and bye-elec-
tions in different 2idings would involve
some delay. ¢

Mackenzie Bowell makes it a stipulas
tion  for his retirement that neither
tion of a new government. I shall act | Foster or Montague should be 3‘;“':
on this occasion in accordance with ; Portfolios in the new government, but,
English precedence. ~I have simply to | UNquestionably = Sir ' Charles Tupper

the remarks I have - Would not gake the lead with his hands !

refore = had Mr. Bowell attempted to recon-
;;bf struct the cabinet that Rremier Blair
of New Brunswick would have joined

{ ish community. Neither is it a lesser; therefore ask the indulgence of the M-
atorship, not wishing to ‘put London

' summoned to hold a sixth session of tion to deal with that statement as it 0 t}l:f efh})ense ot fwo deotions 'within
In making ‘this request I SIiX months.

« »It is stated. that at today’s meeting
of the cabinet the following appoini-
ments were made: Aleck McKay, M.
P. for Hamilton, to be inSpéetor of

customs; David Boyle,
Monck, to be a senator for Ontario; J.
ated a principle firmly. believing, as I 'W. Bain, M. P. for Soulanges, to be
did, and as I supposed my colleagues Dost

did, that it was a' sound pringiple, that : ;31;)& Nathaniel White, to.be a senator

new senators are members of the house
of commons whose constituencies will
ing. a portion of her majesty’s subjects  R° longer exists under last redistribu-
who had been deprived of their rights - tof bill. -

ell i{s as firm as ever and endeavoring
they not Over they were entitled, T feel it my duty, to reorganize the cabinet. Mr. Blair's

in declared that all the f in power lies; t name crops Up with great persistency.
o sl o i vl ). gl e v Mg s 8ir Charles Tupper, senior, is spoken

against: men so notoriously at one as subject of deep regret that any dif- of ag minister of the interlor, and Mr.
the late minister of raillways and his ference should prevall among gentla- SProule as minister of agriculture.

the commons:

tion' will come up tomorrow. I am not
in. & position to say anything more tq
the ‘house than I said yesterday, ex.-
cept that the prime minister is now

can make no further announcement. 1

would again usk the house if the mo.

tion which I made yesterday can he

agreed to, and if not, it will of course

come in the regular order tomorrow. I

move that the house do now adjourn.
y MR. LAURIER.

1 am sure that Sir Adolphe Caron
remembers that yesterday he stated
that at the next sitting of the house
(hat is the way he put it) he eéxpected
to be in a position to declare the course
which the government intended to
take wunder existing' circumstances,

Sir Adolphe Caron—My expectationg
have been disappointed.

Mr. Laurier—Yes, and In more ways
than one, perhaps. Under such cir.
cumstances the hon. gentleman wil
not find it extraordinary if again I
cannot dgree to an adjornnment fcr
ten days. He will gee that it i® most
‘reasonable that we should not separ-
ate at all events for such a length o
timeL until we have been informed of
the "intentions of the government in
reference to the present state of ar-
faiys. The hon. gentlemhan tells us to-
day that the prime minister is in con-
sultation " with his ‘excellency. That
being the case, we cannot press for
more information, but we will expect
it tomorrow,

. MR MILLS
called attention to'the unprecedenteq
situation of affairs and severely criti-
cized the statement of the ex-minister
of finance that the crisis was caused
by a want of confidence in the per-
sonal ability of the prime minister. He
pointed out the absurdity of the ex-
members of the government, who were
really more responsible for public
business than/ the premier, who sat in
another place, pretending that it was
the personality of the premier which
had caused the present trouble. The
defence put up by the late minister of

remarks that I have

I now

Mr. Scott said he thought the pre-

The motion for adjournment was car-

‘Ottaws; Jan. 8.—The political situs-

0

Very contradictory, #eports are in

circulation. By & few people it is said , finance for the killing of the govern-
that the premier will succeed in filling ; ment was that they had taken office
the vacant portfolios, and they point | for better or for worse, and had found
significantly to his remark on
point tonight.

this jit much worse than they took it for.

| If there is dissatisfaction in / the coun-
of members, ; try it is not the prime minister alone
is responsible, but rather the
minister of finance himself. Although
a government appointment was prom-
ised to the member for Cardwell, the
administration wree afraid that the tail
of the government £oat might be walk-
ed upon by the honorable member for
North: Simcoe. Mr. Mills took up the
ex-finance minister's statement item
by item, showing where inconsistency
came in. The statement presented by
the bolters yesterday to the house
seemed to him more like a conspiracy
than a protest.

MR. WALLACE.

Before the motion is declared car-
ried I wish, to make this statement:
Yesterday o honorable members of
this house informed me that they had
learned from the hon. meiber for Hal-
dimand (Dr. Montague) that I was re-
sponsible for the anbnymous letters
alleged to have been written by the
hon. member himself. I have to deny
absolutely the truth of the charge of
the hon. member for Haldimand and
to say that I did not write said an-
onymous ‘letter. or letters, .or inspire
the ‘writing of those letters, and I did
not know that any such letter or let-
ters were in existence for many months
after they were received.

:DR. MONTAGUE.

I think, though this is'a matter upon
which my lips-as a recent member of
the privy council ought to be sealed
in this house at the present moment,
I cannot allow the statement made by
the member for West York .(Mr. Wal-
lace) to pass without saying a few
words 'to this house. In doing sol
trust that I shall not break any rule
of courtesy or decency which would
be observed as between w member of
the privy council of Cansaa and the
other memberg of that privy council
and the representative of the sover-
eign  in this e¢ountry. First,
say, three dafs ago, I think, sn in-
sinuation was made that I was guilty,
or that I was charged by an hon. gen-
tleman who belonged to the privy
council, with having written certain
anonymous letters in relation to him-
self, either to the premier of Canada
or to the governor general of Canada.
I nedd not say, that being absolutely
innocent of the charge, I demanded at
the very moment the insiuation was
made that thatjstatement should Le
sent to his excellency, to whom, as a
member of “his privy council, I was
responsible for honorable, manly and
above board conduct.’

Those charges made by a member of
the privy council had been concealed,
I understand, in a drawer for two or
three months, and then at an import-
ant juncture, they were thrown at me
without a moment’s notice, and I act-
ed as I have stated to you this aftér-
noon. The matter as it concerns my
{ horlor as a privy couneillor of Canada
is before his excellency, and I do mnot
intend, in accordance with the rules
of decency and of courtesy to him, to
discuss the subject this afternoon,
other than to say this: that no baser
lie was ever told of & public man in
Canada, and it was part of a foul and
dirty conspiracy to ruin an hon. mem-
ber of this house and a member of the
government of Janada., I am bound
to say, however, that since the hon.
gentleman has: stated this afternoon
that he did not write those letters, 1
am' prepared to accept that statement.
I never said that the member for West
York. wrote the letters. What I did
say yas that the postmaster general
.consSulted the memben, for West York,
that the member for West York hawk-
ed those letters around the city of
Toronto, to Dr. Beattie' Nesbitt, to
Richard Armstrong and to men who
had nothing-to do with members of
parliament or with members of the
government of Canada,

Mr. Wallace—That is absolutely un-
t

The great majority

It would not be a matter of surpri
considering: all circumstances a

premier could continve immediately
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Dr. Montague—And that he ohargad
me with writing those letters. I have
only to say this, that when ‘ha whole
subject is investigated, as it will be
investigated in a court of law, then
the hon. member for West York wii
Lave an .opportunity of pravi~z his
innocence of the charge which I then
msde. J am here to sa~ to tais house
that the charges. made against me,
humillating and annoying as they are,
are as false as it is possible 1o make
them; and I am here to say also ihat
with regard to any member of this
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