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TEE STUMPAGE QUBSTION.

The Committee representing
North Shoze. lumber intercsts
have had a conference with a
Committee of the local Govern-
ment- at Fredericton and . the
Stumpage Question: was quite
fully discussed: The gentlemen
of the Government seemed, at
first, to take the ground that
they were to be only listeners at
the conference, but they became
so much interested in the points
presented by the different spaa k-
ers that the proceedings became
quite animated and the debate
was, for mueh of the time, par-
ticipated in as much by the At-
torney General and- his col-
leagues as by the: Committee.
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‘them, the North Shore men have
secured a full:and reliable record
of . the.proceedings, and as the
question at issue i8 of vital im-
portance to--a large number of
the people of the' province, we
propose to publish a full report
of the Conference. The claims
of the North Shore lumber inter-
ests have never yet been fully
laid before the people of the pro-
vince, and although opportunity
was not afforded to have them
presented to the Government as
completely as the. Committee an-
ticipated, yet sufficient was ad-
vanced. by those who spoke in
support of the Memorial to es-
tablish the fach that until the
-excessive rates of stumpags and
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the lumber trade by the Govern-
ment are modified, the four
Northern Counties will have
cause to complain ‘of having
great injustice done to them.
We have space, this week, for
only a portion of the report of
the proceedings at the conference
of Thursday night. It begun
about - eight o'clock, p. m,, and
lasted until after one. After the
opening remarks of the Com-
mittee’s Chairman and the read-
ing of thé Memorial Messrs. K.
F.Burns, J. B. Snowball, H.' 8,
Miller and D. G. Smith addressed
the Executive: Committee. We
close this week’s instalment of
the report. with Mr. Burng
speech and will, io following is-
sues; publish thase of the other
gentlemen. It will be observed
that there was very little oppor-
tunity permitted for uninterrupt-
ed speaking, but we think it will
be generally admitted by all can-
did and unprejudiced people who
follow the whole debate through,
that the advocates of justice for
the North Shore got their case
in fairly good shape before the
Government, and that they haye
a strong and reasonable basis on
which to urge their claim for: re-
lief from the present ruinous
stumpage impost.

A "Committee representing the
North Shore lumber interests visited
Fredericton on Thursday last, 3rd
inst., and held a conference with a
Committee representing the Govern-
ment,

The members of Government pres-
ent were Hon. A, G. Blair, Attor-
ney-General, presiding, Hon. Jas.
Mitohell, Surveyor General and Hon.
D. McLellan, Provincial Sccretary.
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lumber interest was composed of
Méssrs, "Geo. Burchill, ' Chairman,
J. B.-Snewball, K. F. Burns, H. S,
Miller, Allan Ritchie, Scott Fairley;
'J. D..McKay and D. G. Smith,
Secretaty. .

The “Asserwbly - representatives ot
Northamberland, viz. Messrs. L. J.
Tweedie,.E. Hubéhispn, John Bur.
1'ehill 'apd-dohp Morrissey were also

: *g,:'r“longsgtboee present. Mr. F. H.

Risteen, st;npgmpliér: accompanied

3 | the Committee in his professional

capaciby.

Before the business of the meet-
ing was entered apon, Hon. Mr.
Blair made & statement, explaining
that his failure to meet the Commit-
tee on two previous occasions had
not been from any lack of desire on
bis part to confer with the lumber-
men of the North, but was owing to
storms which had taken place on
both occasions, making it difficult,
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Mr. Allan Ritchie, as to the first
occasion, . gorroborated what Mr.
Blair said. |
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The ' Attorney General’s explana.
tion I think is quite satisfactory to
the'meeting. At the meeting he
speaks of certain resolutions were

and  raprasgntatives were
named on bebalf of the lumbering
interests of the North Shore to pre-
sent their claims before the Govern.
mect in the shape of & Memorial,
for some relief from the burdens at
present imposed upon the lumber in-
terest of the Northern section of the
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Province. A number of the repre-
sentatives at that meseting are hers
snd as Chairman of the Committee
appointed at that Meeting it de-
volves upon me to introduce the
subject under ocopsideration. It
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must be evident to all that the lum-
ber business is & waning industry
with us on the North Shore and we
trust-the represeatations we are go-
ing to make iu the shape of a memo-
morial to the Government will be
considered favorably and liberally
towards those interested in it.
Without taking up any more of the
time of the meeting, I shall call up-
on the Secretary to read the Memo-
rial,

Mr. D. G, Smith, Secretary to the
Committee, then read the following—

Memorial on the subject of the
Stumpage Taz on Crown Lands
in New Brunswick and its ad-
verse effects on the Lumbering
interest of the Northern Coun-
ties of the Province, submitted
at a conjference between mem-
beis of the Government and a
commitlee representing said
antevest, at Fredericton . on
Thursday, January 3rd, 1889.

In the interest of the North Shore
of New Brumswick, the prosperity of
whose people, generally, depends
mainly on that of the lumber trade,
the facts and conclusions set forth in
the following memorial ave respect-
fully submitted for the consideration
of His Honor the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor and the Hon. the members of
the Government.

The unprefitable and discouraging
condition of the lumber business oun
the North Shore, which was the sub-
ject of a conference between members
of the Government and representa-
tives of the trade, at Fredericton
early in 1886; of a resolution of the
Municipal Council of Northumber-
land, addressed to the Lt. Governor-
in-Council in January of the same
year, and subsequently,of a memorial
appealing for relief in the form of a
rebate in the Stumpage charges iw-
posed under the Crown Lands Regu-
lations,—still continues, and impera-
sively nrges apother cgll upon the
Government for the consideration
which has, up to the present, been
witheld.

Those actively engaged in the
business submit, that for the past six
or seven years, they have continned
their ‘operations in the face of the
discouragenients and reverses which
have been marked features of the
trade during that period. They have
been impelled to this course by the
fact that many of them had every

| dollar they were worth, and even

more, invested in mills and other
property, to prevent which from
lying idle, going to decay and becom-
ing valueless, they had no choice
but to continue ‘business, even at a
loss.

They were, however, not without

hope fromm year to year that the
business would regain some of its
former activity, but in chis they have
been disappointed, the result being
that although the greatest economy
has been practiced in all departments
of their operations, the outlook af.
fords no hope of the trade continuing,

in this section of the province, to

exisi in even its present condition,
unless such reductions are made in
the -stumpage charges as will place
the North Shore operators on Crown
Lands nearer on an equality thsn
they are with their Quebec and Nova
Scotia competitors in the British and
continental ‘markets.

_The statistics of the lumber trade
between Great Britain and the coun-
tries from which she draws her wood
supplies, show results which suggest
that the excessive" stumpage impost
of the New Brunswick Government
is having a very damaging effect on
this the most important industry of
the Province. They show that while
the Baltic ports are increasing theiy
output for the British market and
Nova Scotia and Quebec are about
holding their own, the imports from
New Brunswick are sharply’ declin-
ing, the relative decrease of trade
from the North Shore being much
greater than from 8t. John and other
Bay of Fundy ports.

The. tact that the shipments of the
Miramichi have steadily declined
since 1883, when they were 149,-
000,000 superficial feet, until they
were only 68,000,000—les< than one
half—Ilast year,and that a correspond-
ing decline has taken place in
Batburst, Dalhousie, Richibucto and
other North Shore ports, is proof of
the startling wane of this important
industry, and ot the necessity for
special effort to avert its gradual
extinction.

We submit that the importance of
this industry as a contributing factor
in the maintenance of the general
business of the country, demands
for it fostering regard and treatment,
rather than excessive taxation, at the
hands of the Government. The sup-
plies which go so largely into the
production of oar lumber are furnish-
ed very evenly all over New Bruns.
wick and if—owing to the fact that
Jlumber can be obtained as a mer-
cantile.commodity more cheaply in
Quebe% and Nova Scotia than in this
province—such capital now employed
here as is floating, be transferred to
those provinces or elsewhere, it fol-
lows that the whole of New Bruns-
wick must suffer. In these days of
easy and rapid commuaication and
transit and of keen competition, no
business, that is fettered by state
restrictions or handicapped by dis-
criminating, excessive or special
government imposts, can hope to
survive, It is ¥or this reason that
the protection of manufactures has
become a recognised policy of both
the great governments of the North
American continent. Not only so,
but ip Germany, France aud other
leading countries in Europe, the
attention of their statesmepn is occu-
pied with fostering and protecting
every industry within their boundar-
ies, Those that are threatened with
competition from abroad are Y‘rowct-
ed; others that are weak and
struggling are encouraged to con-
tinue and extend by bounties and
having extra facilities afforded to
them. May we not urge, then, that
the lumber industry of the North
Shore, which is being paralyzed by
the enormous burden of the Crown
Land tax, is worthy of the prompt
and considerate attentjon of the Gov-
ernment,

We earnestly desire to impress
upon the Government che fact that
the natural and geographical disad-
vantpges against which the North
Shore counties have fo contend are

not recognised in the present, even to |
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the _meagre extent they were in the ' depending on our provincial Crown
earlier stumpaga regulations; not only | Lands for tieir logs, can be reasonably

80, but it has, unfortunately for us, l echted.
e

been the practice and policy of Pro-
vincial administrations in the past,
while they .were ever ready to weet
the demands and facilitate the opera-
tions ot the trade in other sections of
the province, to withold from the
North Shore equally fair considera-
tion. The effect of this policy is seen
to-day in the fact that while the
North Shore Crown Lands are held
and administered as it all the Prov-

ince were equitably entitled to a

common interest in them, those of
the Central and Southern counties
Lave, for merely nominal considera-
tions, and to aid local enterprises,
been transferred to private and cor.
porate owners who, in turn, have
influenced public sentiment in favor
of excessive Government stumpage
rates,in order that their own cheaply-
obtained areas might have imparted
to them a high value, which is ac-
quired almost entirely at the ex-
pense of the Northern section of the
province, paralysing its most import.
sni industry, destroying the invest-
ments embarked in it, and giving the
people cause for discontent and
despondency which are gradually
leading to the depopulation of the
country.

Even if it were not true that the’
Crown Lands of the Central and South-
ern portions of the Province had been
transferred as stated, and that the gov-
ernment parted with the greater portion
of them avowedly for the purpose of
promoting the local interests of the
counties in which they are located, the
fact that the northern ports are closed
to mviﬁation for seven months of the
year, while the great Atlantic port at
the mouth of the St. John is open all
the year round, ought to entitle the
northern counties to compensating
consideration at the hands of the
Government. Atlantic freights from
our Northern ports are from 5/ to 7/6
per standard higher than from St. John
and Nova Scotia, while we are practi-
cally shut out of the great American
market for our small lumber, because
coastwise freights are from $2 to $2.60
per M higher than those ruling from
the Southern ports.

Instead of these adverse natural and
geographical conditions being recognis-
ed and acted upon by the Government
in our behalf, the hardships of our

ition have been intensified by our

ing forced to bear the burden of the
revenue necessities of the whole prov-
ince, which the Government would be
in a position to so adjust as to make the
necessary taxation fall more equitably,
but for the discrimination that has al
ways been made in favor of the south
and central sections, to the prejudice
of the north.

As an illustration of the trend of
overnmental policy by which the North
hore lumber interest has been most
unfairly prejudicad; we to remind
you that when the Export Duty of 20
cents per M was levied, that impost bore
equally upon the trade throughout the
Province, the four Northern Counties
contributing about one-third of the
revenue under that head. By pleading
the interests of the lumbermen of the
Province at Ottawa the Dominion Gov-
ernment—largely with a view of re-
lieving the trade—was induced by the
New ﬁrumwick Government to grant
to this Province an additional subsidy
of $160,000 a year in perpetuity, in lieu
of the export duty; and the local Gov-
ernment of that dayis on record as
having claimed the abolition of the
export duty as a boon to the lamber-
men, obtained by their efforts. Sub-
sequent events, however, have proved
that only the corporate and private
holders of provincial lumber-lands out-
side of the North Shore were benefitted,
and while the Government continues to
receive the expoit subsidy, it has laid
upon the North -Shore trade alone a
new burden in the form of the stump-
age-tax greater in amount that that of
which the whole lumber interest of the
Province was relieved with the implied
understanding that it would never be
re-imposed in any form.

We also beg to direct attention to
the fact that while nearly $2,000,000
of provincial money has been given in
aid of merely local railways in other
sections of the Province—without at all
reckoning the aid given to such import-
ant lines as Eastern Extension, Western
Extension and New Brunswick and
Canada Railwaya—onlﬁ about one
quarter of the sum has been expended
in like manner in the four Northern
Counties. If interest on the enormous
cash subsidies, and stock subscriptions
paid by the province in aid of many of
the named, and stumpage deriv-
able from the land grant of over 1,700,-
000 acres of Crown Lands to the New
Brunswick Railway—in the benefits of
which works the Northern Counties in
no way participate—were available for
the public services of the whole pro-
vince, as the revenue derivable from
the stumpage tax is, the lumber in-
dustry of the North Shore would not
now be threatened with extinction by
reason of the excessive taxation placed
upon it under the plea of the revenue
necessities of the province ; and we
respectfully but firmly state our con-
viction that so longas the relative
positions of the two sections of the
province, in this regard, are ignored,
and the injustice of the treatment ac-
corded to the North unrecognized, we
will feel that the central and southern
counties—because they are numerically
the stronger, and sagainst right and
equity—are abusing their constitutional
privileges by working wrong and
oppression upon the people of the

orth.

We recognise the fact that the rev-
enue of the province is not as large or
elastic- as full justice to all the public
services requires, but we claim’ that it is
unjust to impose upon one industry
alone the burden of making up for all
the deficiencies in the various sources
of income. Moreover, may we not
fairly suggest that, in view of the new
and extraordinary expenditures recom-
mended by the Government and author-
ised at the last session of the Legislature,
the revenue of the Province is sufficient
to maintain its ordinary services, witha
out the excessive stumpage-tax being
continued.

In view of the experiences of our
operators, mill-owners and shippers
during the last six or seven years, we
are impressed with the conviction that
the question of the continued existence
of the lumber husiness on the North
Shore must be settled by the inexorable
laws of demand and supply, and it is
being settled to our loss and that of the
whole cquntry. True wisdom suggests
that threatened extinction can only be
averted by the Government assisting’the
natural tendency of business to advance
in the direction of the least resistance.
If, hawever, the alleged necessities of
revenue are superior to the claims and
demands of our commerce in this com-
petitive age, we shall see, in the end of
the conflict, what is rapidly coming to
pass, that both trade and revenue,so far
as lumber is concerned, will disappear
together ; for with a mileage tax of $4
on New Brunswick Crown Lands,
againat §3 {n Quebec, a stumpage tax of
$1.25 per lM on spruce logs in New
Brunswick against onlgcgﬁ cents inQue-
hec—while the Nova Scotia trade pays
neither, but obtains its logs at a cost of
about 40 cents per M., coupled with the
fact that the &febec scale is fully ten
r cent. more favorable than that of

ew Brunswick to the operator, no
result other than a gradual decline and
final extinotion of the business of those
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beg, in conclusion, to appeal for
relief because the excessive stumpage
rates of the Crown Lands Department
are more tuan double those in compet-
ing provinees,  We urge the claims of
the large cupital invested in mills and
other property connected with the
working ¢f the lumber industry at the
orth Shove—representing, in many
cases, the results of years of industry

and self-derial on the part of the invest- .
ors, many of whom, we regret to know, |

have been iorced to go out of the trade,
having lost all they had in it, while
others are engaged in a constant strug-
gle to avoid
bankruptey, and others are obliged to
introduce uew branches of business in
connection with their lumber operations
to make up for the losses they sus-
tain in the latter. We claim that the
investment. of this capital has imparted
to the lumber lands of the Crown a
value that they would not otherwise
have acquired. We direct attention to
the comparatively large number of our
idle and decaying, or only partially-
worked mills as proof of the position to
which the trade at the north is driven.
We appeal for the consideration asked
in the interest of a population that is
waning, not only because the accustom-
ed work of the lumberman is diminish
ing, but also because the decline of
the trade atfects the usual employment
of theagricultural and laboring classes
—especially of our young people, who

“have no other recourse but to leave the

Province 2ud seek, beyond its borders,
the means of livelihood which they have
ceased tofind within them. We ask
for relief,not only because weare handi-
capped by ice-closed ports for seven
months of the year, while St. John and
other ports of the south side of the
province are open all the year round,
and have, at all times, the advantage
of us in Atlantic freight-rates ; but,
also, because, for the same reason, we
cannot at all compete in the American
market, even during our short shipping
season, with those ports. We appeal
for consideration in order that the feel-
ing, that we are oppressed because of
the undue influence and in the interest
of other sections of the province, which
have already secured the lion’s share of
our common revenue and public heri-
tage, may not continue until it becomes
a serious element of discord, bitterness
and strifc between the two great sec-
tions of the Province. We'claim that
we have, in the past, given the Govern-
ment of the day no reason to complain
of our attitude towards it, notwith-
standing its havipng failed to give
tangible effect to the friendly assurances
and implied promises, with which it has
met our former appeals. We, there-
ore, again present our case, relying on
its justice for the favorable consider-
ation heretofore denied us,and earnestly
expressing the hope that immediate
relief from the existing excessive

| stumpage impost will be granted.

Geo. BurcrILL, Chairman,
J. B. SNowBALL,
K. F. Burxs, ¢
H. S MILLER,
ALLAN RITCHIE,
Scorr FAIRLEY,
J. D. McKay,
D. G. SMrTH, Secretary.
Mr. E F. Buras, M. P.
then addressed the meeting saying: It
should not be necessary for the Coum-
mittee to say anything either in ad-
dition tv or explanation of what has
been stated by the memorial which has
been presented to you. It seems to
all intere:ted in the trade, and they are
very numerous—not only those direct
ly but those indirectly interested—that
the case prosented to you nowis a very
strong one, and one that should meet
with the most favorable consideration
at gour nands. For many years, since
1875 I think, the lumber trade of the
Province has been laboring under this
very heavy impost. First there was an
impost of 60 cents a thousand on the
North Shore as against 80 cents on the
River Saint John, or what you uy
cill the Southern and Western coun-
ties. In making this
DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE NORTH AND
THE SOUTH
at that time recognition and warrant
were then given to the claim now made
that there should be some discrimina-
tion in favor of the North. At that
time [ assume the Government were
influenced in discriminating in favor of
the North by reasons that are now set
forth in this memorial. © As I say, Mr.
Atty.-General, the trade has been la-
boring first under the tax of sixty cents
per M. next of 80 cents per M. and
now of $1.25 per M., all the time labor-
ing in competition with other lumber-
producing rountries that had as easy or
easier access to the consuming markets
as New Brunswick had. On the North
Shore, as you are well aware, the lum-
bering business is prosecuted under
much greater disadvantages than iv is
prosecuted under on the southern side
of the Province. We have 8 very
short shipping season; asa rule freights
with us are higher than from the Bay
of Fundy ports, especially from St.
John; they are very much higher at
all times to the American markets and
because those freights are so much
higher we are entirely debarred from
participating in that arket, and we
are unable to market the thort lumber,
which perhaps is one of the chief
sources of profit to those. engaged in
the trade in St. John and on the River
8t. John.

COMPARED WITH QUEBEC AND NOVA
SCOTIA.

Committee
representing
tﬁe North
Shore
Lumbermen

If you compare our position with that
of either Quebec or Nova Scotia, you
will find that we occupy a very disad-
vantageous position to them, one in
which we are not able to compete with
them, In the Province of Quebec, as
set forth in the Memorial,the stumpage-
rate is only 65¢ » thousand snd besides
that rate being 60c per M less than the
rate imposed in this Province, the scale
on which that charge is made is very
much more favorable to the lamber-
men. The average difference between
the New Hrunswick and the Quebec
scale on spruce lumber would be at
least 157, while this memorial I think
only saye 107, because we desire to be
well within the mark in making our
statements,

Mr, Blair: How do you establish
that, Mr, Burns?

" Mr. Burns: I can establish that by a
reference to the Quebec scale.

Mr. McLellan : How does it differ?

Mr. Burns : Itis different in this re-
spect, that it is very wmuch more in
favor of the operator, and I will illus-
trate that by stating that a log, 11
inches by 20 feet, which by ths N. B,
scale measures 100 feet anly measures
83 feet by the Quebec scale.

Mr. McLellan: Which scale are they !
using ! Is it not the board scale they \
are using now—the Bangor scale ?

Mr. Burns: I do not know. I do i

not know what the scale is—=whether it | why? Simply because the trade canmot they are going abroad to better their

is the Doyle scale or the Bangor scale

or the Quebec scale, but I think itisa

medium between the New Brunawick
and the Oatario scale, which latteris
atill more favorat le to the operator.
Mr. McLellan: Do you say that they
only call a log of that description 83
feet ?
Mr. Burns : Yes, that is correct.

Mr. McLellan : [ was talking with '

their head foreman yesterday and he
made it out that their scale was greater
than ours.

Mr. Burns : You must have misun-
derstood him. AsI say, under the
Quebec scale a log 11 inches by 20 feet

3 : Y B i . while by our scale it is
eing driven into actual | ug s B leek, Wi by o

100 feet.
parisons. Take a log 10 inches oy 20
feet. By the Quebec scale it is 73 feet;
our scale does not give the ten-inch log.

Mr. McLellan: No, but they are
used as 80 feet.

Mr. Burns: Well, we will take s 12
by 12. That log by the Quebec scale
would be 60 feet.

Mr. McLellan : Ours would be 72
feet.

Mr. Burns: Yes, and so on all
through especially in the small-sized
logs; when you come to the larger sized
logs there is not the same difference.
But as you know our spruce logs are a
small average. Perhaps the average
diameter of our spruce logs would not
exceed now 13 inches. I think I am
safe in saying tha*,

Several lumbermen : It would not go
that.

Mr. Snowball : It would not go 12. I
would say.

Mr. Burns: Well, I wished to be
within the mark. Perhaps 16 feet by
12 inches would be an average sized
log with us.

Mr. McLellan : Are they allowed to
cut anything under I0 inches in Que-
bec?

Mr. Burns: Yes, as low as six inches:

Mr. McLellan: Well, what do they
call 20 feet loug by 8 inches?

Mr. Burns : 40 feet.

Mr. McLellan : Well, we would call
it 50; that would be a difference of 20%.
I understood from Mr. Paray, who I
think is the head cruiser for the Quebec
Governmert that their scale was less
favorable than oure. I cannot imagine
now thdy can make up those measure-
ments from a board scale.

Mr. Burns: I think itis made up on
the principle that they should be con-
verted into deals. I think we might
fairly assume that 16 by 12 wonld re-
present the average contents of our
logs. By their scale that would be 80
feet and by ours 96. And so on all
through. 8o that, not only, gentle-
men, is the Quebec rate per M. 60 cents
less than that imposed by the Gov-
ernment of New Brunswick, but the
scale as I say is about 157 loss on the
average. That wonld reduce the ac-
tual amount paid when you come to
compare it with New Brunswick to
about 55 ceuts as against $1.25 that we
would have to pay. Now, how is it
possible for ihe New Brunswick oper-
ator, especially the operator on the
North Shore, where the trade has so
many difficalties to contend with—how
is it possible for him to compete in the
markets of the Uaited Kingdom, or
the Ountinent with the producer and
exporter in Quebec. It is simply im-
possible.

Agsiu, if you compare the position oc-
cupied by the trade in New Brunswick
with that occupied by the trade in Que-
bec in another respect you will find that
we are very much handicapped. In Que-
bec, as you know, lands are held in per:
petuity. There, the operator can improve
his streams, can build his roads, can im-
prove his property in any way he pleases
and he is not at the mercy of any com-
petitor who may choose to put in an ap-
pearance at an annual sale or sale at any
stated time. Sv that oot only in respect
of the amount of stumpage levied is the
Quebec operator in much the more favor-
able position, but also in the matter of
the tenure of his lande, which I may say
are a marketable commodity, which can
be sold outright, pa:sing from oune to an-
othey, or which can be pledged to a Bank
or any other mouetary institution for the
advances necessary to carry on the busi-
ness incident to the operation or estab-
lishment. In that respect I say the Que-
bac operator has a very great advantage
over the New Brangwick aperator, They
have also the advantage over some sec-
tions of the North Shore at all events in
the matter of freights. Take the Lower
Saint Lawrence district; the rate of freight
from that section to the United King:
dom is as a rale lower than from North
Shore ports of New Brunswick.

We have also to compete with Nova
Scotia, where the lands were acquired
some years ago atalmost nominal prices—
prices, which I veature to say rarely ex-
ceeded 60 cen‘san acre. I think most of
the lands which are now being operated
in Nova Scotia were purchazed at about
40 cents an acre. There, then, the oper-
ator hus no stumpage to pay; he bought
hislands at a minimam price. He has
also this advantage over the New Bruns-
wick, at all events over the North Shore
operator; he can get hia freights at a less
rate; it is & much shorter run across the
Atlantic from Nova Scotia ports, as a
general thing, than it is from Northern
New Brunswick. At all events, we
know, asa matter of fact, that they get
them at a very much less rate,

NORTHERN PORTS ULOSED TO NAVIGATION
IN WINTER,

Taen, the North Shore operator is, as
stated by the memorial, shut out from
the markets altogether for about seven
months in the year. Lattorly an effort
has been made to induce the Intercoloniat
management to give reduced rates on
lumber to 8¢, John and Halifax, in order
to admit of ocean shipment from those
points in winter, but so far the efforts
have been unsuccessful, and even if they
were successful it would only give the
Northern operator a temporary relief
st times when he is forced to carry over a
small amount of stock on which he de-
sires to realize,

DISCOURAGING EVFECTS OF THE HEAVY TAX.

The lumber indastry is certainly the in-
dustry of New Branswick—but more par-
ticularly, more especislly is it the indus-
try of Nortuern New Brunswick. Because
of the way in which that industry is
handicapped, by havipg to pay $1.25 per
thousand for the growing trees we are un-
able, as I said before, to compete with the
ather producing couatries, and because we
are unable to compete with those countries

we are unable to keep in the couatry the
best class of labour. We find every year

i
the difficulty of getting good labor, skillad

{ labor, men accustomed to work in the A saction of the Province.

wonds, becoming greater and greater, and

| pay them more than we can.

I will make some other com-{

) are higher and that,

R,

R

getting higher wages there than
they can at home. K

Mr. Blau: No doubt that would be one
reason,

Mr. Burns: And that is one of the
points we waut to make that we are los.
ing the best men we have because we can-
not pay them good wages.

Mr. Mitchel: The same thing holds
true with regard to the State of Maine;
the exodus from there westward is quite
as strong as it is here,

Mr. McLellan: What would be the
average coat of runniong the logs from the
time you put them into the stream' until
you get them to the millmen?

Mr. Burns: Do you meanin my own
county?

Mr. McLellan: Yes, take the average
cast in Gloucester.,

Mr. Burns: Well, it would be fally
$1.00 per M. tor stream-driving.

Mr. McLellan: Do your logs have to
be rafted?

Mr. Barns: Oa the most of our streams
they have to be rafted. Take the case of
Bathurst: our mill being eituated at the
mouth of the Nepisighit the logs do not
have to be rafted in that instance; but the
average cost would be fully $1.00, be-
cause we operate on streams that empty
into the Bay and not only have the logs to
be driven to the mouth, but they have to
be rafted and towed long distances to
the mill, and I am confident I am rather
under-stating the figure when I say $1.
The streams in our counnty are very
rough and very diflicult to drive.
DIFFERENCE IN CONDITION OF THE TRADE

NORTH AND SOUTH.

However, Mr. Attorney General and
gentlemen, this question of labor, while
it is one that is touched upon in the
Memorial and is one of the points that we
make, is only a secondary one to the
main case that we present, and that is
that the lumber trade of the North Shore
not only is not ia a prosperous coundition
but is in a very depressed condition and
has been in that condition for a number
of years, and more especially since the
stumpage was first imposed. You areall,
each one of you, familiar with the state of
business in the Northern part of the
Province Eich of you koows almost
every person engaged in the trade; not
only those who are in it now, but those
who wers in it and who were forced out
of 1t, and I do not think you can point
to any one industry in New Brunswick in
which there is so little prosperity, in
which so few bave made any money as in.
the lumber trade of the North Shore.

Mr. Blair: Isthat not the case with:
the lumber trade in all sections of the-
Province?

Mr. Burns: [ think you have here in»
your vicioity an illustration of the advan-
tages that can be derived from unot hav-
ing to pay high stumpage duties. Youw
have hers one of the largest, yes the:
|argest operator in the Province, who ac-
quired his lavds at a moderate prive some:
time ago, and who I chink, and here I
speak subject to odrrection, pays very
little stumpage. I think there is only
one opinion in the trade as regards that:
gentleman,—1I refer to Mr. Gibson—and
that is he is making money in the lumber
trads,because he can produce his logs ata
very much lower rate than they can be:
produced by auybody on the North:
Shore that I kaow of. You will find few..
er failares I think in the lumber trade im:
the Southern part of the Province than:
you will find in the North.

Mr. Blair: My recollection ever sincer
I was a young man has been that lamber-
men have been coming up and going:
down on this river about as much as al-
most any part of the Province. I cam
run you over the names of men who were.
doing for years a very. prosperous busi-
ness on this River and failed and weunt
under, any amount of them. There is
hardly a lumberman on the River St.
John who was operating 20 years ago
that has not met with difficulties just as
much as they have on the other side of:
the Province,

Mr. Suowball: A strong reason whyr
they should be protected and something
done for them,

Mr. Rarns: I am dealing with the Ium-
bermen on the North Shore and 1 am of
the opinion that for many years. past
thire have heen more failures there in pro-
portion than there have been 1n the
southern part of the Provinoce.

Mr. McLellan: Supposing that is cor-
rect, don’t you think that is largely due
to the fact that the people in the southern
part of the Province are engaged in manu-
facturing American lumber! Do you
know from your own knowledge that
the people dealing in Provincial lumber
are jost working along from hand to
mouth, and that those who are success-
ful are people who are mauufacturing
American lumber?

Mr. Buroe: I do not draw any distine-
tion between those engaged in the Eng-
lish and Provincial trade, and those en-
gaged in manufacturing lumber for the
American market, Those who get logs
in the State of Maine are on a specially
good footing.

Mr. Mitohell : Is it or is it not true,
and [ think it is, that, in proportion,
there have been more failurcs in the lum-
ber business in Nova Socotia than there
have been in the Provinoe of New Brans-
wick for the last five years? - Have yow
noted that ?

Mr. Buras: No, I have not.

Mr. Soowball : I don’t think it is so.

Mr. Mitchell : I think you will fiad it
is true.

Mr. McLellan: Yes, two to one in pro-
portion to the amount, G

Mr. Snowball : That is certainly in®be.
rect. There have been more failures in
proportion to amount in this Province in
one year than there have been in the Pro-
vince of Nova Sootia in the lumber trade
for over fifty years,

Mr. Mitchell : You are talking of one
large firm failing, the Stewarta.

Mr. Snowball : It is an answer to the
statemeat,

Mr. Burns. I cannot admit the correct.
ness of the statemenis made by the Sur-
veyor General; 1 have a contrary im.
sion, and that is that in Nova Scotia the
lumber trade is in a more prosperous con-
dition than it is on the North Shore of
New Brunswick. Now, in reference to.
the question put by the Provincial Secre.
tary and some remarks he made in connec. .
tion with it—I refer now to the atate-.
ments he made as to the shipments of
short lumber to the United States Market :
—it trade on the river Sv John and iim

the southern part of the Province ham
been sustained by that trade, why we
oannot participate in it at all, and there-
fore consideration should be had for ue.
We have no profitable market in the
United States or elsewhere for our short
lumber, and why? Because the rates of
freight from the northern ports are very
, nearly double those paid for the Southern
| porta,

afford to pay them the wages they can condition,
receive elsewhere—that they van receive

even in Nova Scotia. We find that our
men are going to the neighboring Province

in the winter seasun to work there in the

woods, because they can affurd there to

Well, what

affects the trade in that respect affects the

whole country. e are losing our popu-

lation, the trade is growing smaller, and

a8 a cousequenge our farmers have not the

same market for producs that they would

have if the business was in a more flour-

ishing condition —as they would haveif we

were not saddled with this very heavy

mpost,

Mr. Blair: If you would not object to
my interrupting I would like to know,
touching the question of agricultural pro-
ductions, do your farmers on the North
Shore begin to supply anything like the
demand for the products required in lum-
bering? Do you not have to importa
very, very large proportion of ‘what you
use in your operations ?

Mr. Burns: I can answer you as regards
my own county that of late years—say
within the last 10 or 12 years, since the
completion of the Intercolonial Railway,
the building of which took away many
peopla from their farms, the people have
gone back to their farms and it is very,
very rareindeed that anything in the way
of supplies such as I think you mean, hay
and oats, as I understand you.

Mr. Blair: Yes, that is what I mean,

Mr. Burns : Well, I say it is very very
rare indeed now that such supplies are
imported to Gloucester. I think perhaps
the importations tu the County of North-
umberland have been very much greater.

Mr. Blair: Yes, I understand thata
very large portion of the oats and bay
they consumed in the lumber -operations
there came from the outside.

Mr. Buros : That, no doubt, has been
the case.

Mr. Blair: Then if thatis the case,
your argument would not be applicable to
the North. 'The farmers are not able now
to meet the demand.

Mr. Buros : I would say it would have
all the greater weight. Because if the
trade were in a better position to pay for
labor and to pay for produce our people
would pay more attention to the cuitiva-
tion of land and would not be going away
out of the country.

Mr. Blair : Now, don’t you think you
would be likely in any case to buy your
hay and oats wherever you could get them
to the best advantage?

Mr. Burns: No doubt we would, but if
the trade was in a better position I think
we would have more farmers and more
produce and the necessity for importing
would be very much less,

Mr. Blair: Yes, but if you don’t suc-
ceed in raising in the County of Northum-
beriand but & very small proportion of the
products that you consume there, sarely
it mdst be that these products would not
be raised any way, no matter what the
demand was?

Mr. Burns: I rather think not. If you
keep your population in the country, the
business of the country is increasing and
your farmers will have more inceative to
till their Jands and raise larger crops and
save us the necessity of going abroad.

Mr. Blair: Way, when they don’t be-
gin now to raise the quantities you re-
quire, surely there 18 no arguwment in what
you say?

Mr/Burns: I rather think there is.
The general prosperity is dependent—

Mr. Mitchell—I don’t see that there is
anythiog in the argument whether you
get $8 or $20 per M for your lumber if the
farmers do not raise what you require
and have to send thousands of miles in
some cases to obtain.

Mr. Burns : If you keep the people in
the couutry you will not haves to msend
abroad for your produce.

Mr. Blair: If you bave to import one
half that you require there is a demand at
home now. Surely, if the people wanted
to go into agricultural pursuits, there is
the demand for it, becanse the consumers
have to go outside to get shese products.
It must be owing to some other cause.

Mr. Burns: I say our people are going
away; the young men are attracted by the
high wages they get abroad; instead .f
settling down as farmers they go away
and get better wages elsewhere,

Mz, Blair. The lumber trade like every
other trade would geét ita labor at the low-
est market rate.

Mr, Buros : Yes, but we are unable to
pay the same rate these people get when
they go abroad, and therefore they leave
us because we are unable to pay them the
wages they want, because we have to pay
this $1.25 a thousand stumpage. How-
ever that is only what you may call a side
issue,

Mr. McLellan: Is there much differ-
ence between the wages yon pay now
and what you paid in 1886 and 87?

Mr. Burns: I thiok in the actual rate
of wages there is not much difference.

Mr. McLellan: Are you paying more
this year than last?

Mr. Burns: Yes, probably 20 per cent
more this year than last. 1886 and 1887
wounld be about equal. But I was going
to remark it is not so much as regards the
rate of wages as it is the character of the
labor we get. Our best men are goiog
abroad as soon as they get the opportn-
nity of going—our ohoppers, teawsters,
team tenders and men of that class; the
ordinary swampers can be had, but even
those men, because of the scarcity of
these other classes have to be utilized to
do their work.

Mr. Blair: Is not that the ocase all over
the Province?

—

Mr. Burns: Well, I cannot say; I can
only speak for our own section.

Mr. Blair: Unless you could show that
while that was the case in the northern
it was not in the southern part, the argu.
ment would lose much of its force,

Mr. Mitchell: Is it not a fact that
wages, even in the State of Maine, are
207 higher this year than last for tha
same class of labor that you speak of *

Mr. Burns : That might beso. On the
river St. John and in the State of Maine
because of the facilities they have for get.
ting to market and the advantages they
have, they can afford to pay better wages
than we pay. I think as a rule wages
I thiok, simply
strengthens my argument.

Mr. Blair: Asa matter of fact, from in-
formlti«.»)nl\l have received from lumber-
men and parties competent to speak, I
know that there has been a very consider-
able exodus of the better class of lumber-
men—skilled lambermen—for the la ¢ few
years;.a very consi lerable exodua every
year. Some of the Boom people told me
that they were obliged thin summer to
employ green hands altogether; their la-
bor had lcft; gone to the Western States .
and been otherwise drawn away, 8o that

while what you spesk of no doubt is the
case at the North, I havg every reason to
believe that it is equally the case in this i

| Mr. Blair: The Marine Railway will
rectify all that,
Mr. Buros : I would not like £o cast any
refleotions on the Marine RailWiy atall}
I, would not like to darken ite

Mr. Burns: Well, we must assume that no 'S
prospeota if it has aoy, but this I will say
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in answer to what the Attorney General
has said : that I do not look {utudto

Pltbhgr';‘c.a—;to"‘l ‘ the time when our tumber lnden vessela




