% We do hereby certify that we suj
the . orall’tlw

y 20

. MIRAMICHI ADVANGE-CHATHAM,

NEW BRUNSWICK,

APRIL 3, 1834.

BUSINESS NOTICE.

'l‘h- ¢ MIRAMICH Apuxcl"il published at Chat-
~m, Miramichi, N. B THURSDAY morning
kﬁm for dmtch by e earliest mails of

u.u nant tonr{uddminc.mds, the United
States or Great (W prepaid by the Pub-
lisher) at the following rates
One GO S
AMry?:nomhs, - - - - $2.00.
Ir pud in advance, - - $1.00.

$1.50.

Commissieners.

hoor-hdlnlmms’-nbvml Setos el PR
Educational and Charitable purposes- CHATHAM,

of $1,000,000—t0 which a
% 'm'm been nd'lad.
‘popular vote

The only
peopls of any State.
It never scales or

Its Grand
take place mon!

WIN FO. URTH
DRAWING, CLASS ' ACADEM
NEW O
l.'l“l
CAPITAL PRIZE, 875,000.

New Orleans Natiozal Bank

ew Orleans,
2 uﬁm’-‘? mdlhnduwnd-m':;

at our expense)

ll. A I)anPhln,

or l. A. l)ng?llin,
€07 Seventh St., Washington, D. C.

ts franchise
of :lh mt State connltntion

Mmmdoumllndoradbym

pestpones. iy
le Number Drawings'
A SPLENDID OPPOBTUNIT'Y TO
A BTUNI. P

&bTBNDAY. APRII.

Adverti are placed under classified head

Advertisements, other than yearly or by the sea
#on, are inserted at line nonpareil, (or
sixty cents per in ) (or 1st insertion, and two
cents per line (or twenty cents per imch) for each
continuation.

, OF 8eason, advertisements are taker. a. the
nw 0 “ 75 an inch per year. The matter
n space secured by the year, or seasomn, may be
¢l fed unGer arrangement masde therefor wnth the
Publisher.

The * MiRAMICHI ADVANCER” having 1ts large circu
kUOndhtrlbnudprlndpdlymt.;)eCounueso((l;em
h New
, and in and Gaspe (Que-
communities el in Lumbering,
icultural pursaits, offers supenor

°| nducements to advertisers. Addre:

Editor ¢ Miramichi Advance,” Chnhnm N. B.

Miramichi ddvance,

bec), amo
Fishing an

A A A S A A A

APRIL 3,- 1884.
The Legislature. / '

The Provincial Legislature was
prorogued on Tuesday, after a session
of nearly five weeks. The business
done was large and, perhaps, more
F | important than that of any previous
session for several years. It is to
the credit of the leader of the House,
Hon. Attorney General Blair, that
so much was done, ard done well.
And. it is to the credit of the Govern-
ment that its policy has been a
vigorous and thorough one. It has
not shrunk from attacking and
sweeping away many abuses that
have existed under previous Govern-
ments. It has placed the financial
condition of the Province plainly be-
fore the people, which previous Gov-
ernments always failed to do. It
has made an earnest effort to econ-
omise wherever it was possible, and
has not been afraid to ask for requir-
ed legislation to that end. Mr. Blair
is a leader of whom any party may
be proud. Heis the peer, as a pub-
lic man, of the best in the Dominion.
No one disputes his«standing as a
lawyer, while, as a parliamentary
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debater, he has no superior in Canada
and no equal in our local legislature.
He appears to be actuated by an
honest desire to govern wisely and
well. Such being the case the hope
will be general that he may continue
to draw our strongest and best men
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to his side. The session just closed
encourages those who hailed the
change of Government with hope, for
a period of reform in Provincial ad-
ministration has undoubtedly been
fairly entered upon.

mt Land and Water Grab.

When the ﬂ’orld demres to abuse
the editor of the ADVANCE in its vilest
phrases, it does 80 in the form of cor-
respondence. On Saturday last it put
forward a characteristic combination of
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venom and billingsgate directed aghinst
“D. G. Smith,” because an article
which we found in the Telegraph deal-
ing with the late Surveyor General’s
scandalous traffic in salmon pools on
the Northwest, was reprozfuced and
commented on in these columns. The
World was silent when the article
appeared in the Telegraph, because it
did not dare to refer to it, hoping that
thereby fewer persons in the County
would hear of the dishonorable land
transactions so thoroughly exposed.
The writer of the article was not assail-
ed, nor did the Telegraph come in for a
word of the World's choice abuse, but
just as soon as the ADVANCE gave pub-
licity to the expose, the public were at
once told that *‘ D. G. Smith” is much
worse than the man who trafficked for
his own personal advantage and that ¢f
‘his friends with a public trust which it
was his duty to guard against all
comers. The World claims, as the
Telegraph’s article admitted, that all the
steps necessary to make the sales legal
were taken, but it fails to touch
the point that the man it so zealously:
defends betrayed his trust as a Crown
Minister. When a man desires to pos-
sess anything ho genorally endeavors to
obtain it as chc:ply as possible, while
the party from whom he wishes to get
it strives to realise the best price he
can. It may not be within the com.
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prehension of such persons as those
who defend this transaction, that while
the gentlemen who wauted the North-
west salmon pools were right in secur-
ing them at the lowest possible price,
it was the duty of the Surveyor Gen-
eral, who represented the people’s side
of the transaction, to gnard the public
interest and not allow himself to desert
his post as the trusted custodian of the
valuable property his friends were
after. Had he not been Surveyor-
General he wonld have been right in
joining with his friends for the pnrpose
of securing the pools at the lowest rate,
but, being Surveyor-General, he counld
not, in honor, join with his friends and
forsake his public trust. *Had he becu
acting for himself--had he been the
absolute owner of the pools, and made
up his mind to sell them—would he not
have advertised them well with a view
of realizing the highest possible price
for them? Would he have used his
best efforts to place the pools in the |
hands of the applicants at the lowest |
possible figure? Certainly not.. Then
was it not wrong for him as the repre-

pany to go on with the work. They

discredit, but all this is no answer to
the damaging charge that the late Sur-
veyor-General, while in office and
bound by his oath, his honor and all
the traditions of his position to stand
faithfully by the interests of the Prov-
ince in its public lands, knowingly
allowed his friends to practically spoil
the Province thereof. If the people
have 80 low an estimate of public honor
as to justify such a transaction. it is a
matter of sincere regret, and au cueour-
agemeéht of public dishonesty in high
places. We believe, however, that the
public, generally, disapprove of the ex-
Surveyor General's course in the mat-
ter, and that the World's weak attempt

to divert their attention from the true
issue, by abusing the editor of the AD-
VANCE, will only be the worse for the
man in whose interest it is doup.
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The opponents of che Mirawmichi Val-
ley Railway nade a strong s*and in the
Legislative Council against the bill by
which it was sought to enable the Com-

endeavored tv make the Legislative
Council believe that even if the bill
should pass and become law their influ-
ence at Ottawa would prevent the Com-
pany from obtaining the Dominion Sub-
sidy. This dog-in-the-manger policy,
however, had an opgosite effect to that
intended, for the men to whom it was
divulged were simply disgusted with
the tactics of the ¢‘ rule or ruin ”’ com-
bination ‘and realised that their case
must be without argument to back it
when they were obliged to resort to
such desperate means to sustain it.

Mr. Burchill’s admirable presenta-
tion of the argumdfits in favor of the
bill to enable the Company to build
the Valley Railway 'was full of strong
features but none more effective than
the expqsure of the ““old Company’s”
unfounded claim that the new Com-
pany had taken advantage of their ex-
penditures and labors. Mr. B. showed
that subscriptions to cpver the expense
of the Buck surwey were collected by
himself in different parts of the Coun-
ty. This. taken together with Mr.
Burchill’s showing that the
pany ”’ was largely compused of memn-
bers of the *‘ old Company ” who had
tired of tRe inaction and do-nothing
policy of their associates, laid the real
merita of some of the obstructionists’
claimsand assertions\bare before the
House. No wonder that men who had
been induced to promise Messrs. Park
and Adams that they would oppose the
bill were convinced they had.done
wrong and been caught by specious ar-
guments based on absurd and untruth-
ful assertions.

““‘new Com-

The Advocate calls for vengeance
upon the heads of the representatives
of Northumberland in the Legislature
who voted and worked for the bill by
which the construction of the Valley
Railway is now assured. It particular-
ly singles out Mr. Burchill as one who
is to be *‘ remembered. ” This is of a
piece with the ‘¢ exterminatiom” policy
declared by the late Surveyor-General
in 1882, when he anotified a certain po-
litical opponent that hig ‘ grave was
dug ” and he would *‘ not have friends
enough left to bury him. ” Isit wise
in those for whom the Advocate speaks
to indulge such sentiments,and are they
not afraid that those against whom
they so relentlessly aray themselves
may be tempted to mete the same
measure to them? "If Mr. Burchill is
to be particularly persecuted and *‘ re-
membered” by the puople of ¢ Derby
and the Northwest ”’ what shall the re-
mainder of the Cmmty do with Messrs.
Park and Adams ? Does the Advocate
and its friends challenge the County to
make this railway question & political
issue. Itseems 3o, and we must, there-
fore, understand that Messrs. Burchill
and Gillespie are to be singled out tor
punishment by Messrs. Park, Adams
& Co. because they have dune ail they
could to carry out the expressed views
of three quarters of the whole constitu-
ency. It will be the duty of the friends
of the Valley Railway to take partien-
lar note of this challenge sent forth in
the Advocate in behalf of those who
have left no effort untried to defeat
the road.

One of the members of the Legislature
from Northumberland, who has been
working in all kinds of waysto prevent
the Company from building the Mira-
michi Valley Railway, stated in his
place in the House of Assembly on
Monday of last week that ‘“ the north-
ern route was almost decided on by the
Dominion Government, as an order of
Council was passed for a survey of it.”
What does this statement mean? JIsit
a confirmation of the ramor that an ef-
fort has been made at Ottawa to secure
for the bogus Company a donation from
the Dominion Treasury to cover the ex-
peases of the survey by Mr. Freeze and
his ¢ If so, the
petitions for: siach aid must have set
forth that the
round the hat ”

competent assistant”?
operation of *f passing
wwas a comparative fail-
ure. Will the Doninicn Govermment
listen to applications of this nature from
a combination which vests nader the
ban of the Sapreme Court of the Pro-
vinee, and whose eifores’ are, even now,
being streunously put forth to prevent
the Dominion subsidy from being gives
in aid of the road !

The Adeocate takes the position that

the Valley Railvay will not be a feeder

sentative of the people, charged with
the duty of protecting their iuterests to
forsake those interests and pander to
those of himself and friends as privaie
individuals? This is the whole case
against the late Surveyor-General in !
connection with the Southwest land
transaction. We have quite as just an
appreciation as the World can possibly |
have of the excellence of the gentlemen
who™ are brought here to fish these
pools. We have known some of them
much longer than we have known the !
late Surveyor-General and although the
World intimates they have no desire to
creep into the good graces of the editor
of the ADVANCE, our reiationships with
them have always been of the most
friendly and pleasant character. That
they are very kind to young men and
otheras of Miramichi in New York is
also, no doubt, true and to their credit.
That they pay their way is also un-
doubted and that they are reputed. to

i to the Intercolonial Railway, and—with
! that digloyalty to the County

i the Dominion subsidy
| witheld.

and its
for

interests which characterises those

ly authorised to build the,road. Their
“offer’ amounted to this, that, like
Mrs. Pickett and Lucy Joues, they im-
agined they had some sort »f a claim on
the Government, as an ‘‘old Company”
—rwhich, remember, never was a Com-
pany. They met certain rhembers of
the Government at the Régyal Hotel |
and talked about their Compyany, their |
rights and what they would do, and the |
gentlemen addressed listened to them !
courteously.
of these same gentlemen to do the same |
in the Pickett and Jones cases and |
Messrs. Park and Adams were, no
doubt, told that their representations
shonld have the consideration they
were entitled to. They have had it—
and yet, they are not happy.

The mumrm

We have a fnll report of the trial be-
fore the Circuit Court of William Mul-
lans,| of Redbank, for the murder of
John Hubbard of the same place. Itis
too long for the space at our disposal
in this issue but will appear next week.

BTN g

Tar Cou~Nty Courrt, His Honor
Mr. Justice Wilkinson presiding, is in
session at Newcastle. Owing to the
Circuit Court being also in session at
the samé time the County Court busi-
ness iz somewhat delayec. :

gty
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TEE LEGISLATURE.

FrEDERICTON, March 18.

In the discussion on the bill to withold
from granting all lands bordering on what
are known as fishing rivers and authoriz-
ing the Surveyor General to lease those
lands at public competition to the highest
bidder for a term not exceeding five years:

Mr. Labillois made a strong plea to the
Government not to lease the rivers for over
three years, and to reserve certain rivers,
or parts of rivers, where artificial or na-
tural breeding is carried on, so that the
future prospects of the deep sea fishermen
might not be interfered with and their
business destroyed. He admitted that
there was coneiderable advantage to the
country in the expenditure of tourists but
that even these advantages ought not
to outweigh the disadvantages that would
inevitably result from the stringent appli-
cation of the Government’s law.

Mr. Barberie spoke at great length—and,
as he rarely speaks, he always gets a good
hearing—and with much vivacity covered
more ground thau Mr. Labillois. Mr.
Barberie’s objections covered all those of
Mr. Labillois, but e went much further,
objecting, indeed, to the close leasing, and
suggesting that the principle should be
adopted instead of allowing the guardian
or warden to lease, so far as fly fishing is
concerned, day by day, the rivers, o as to
give to all parties and all comers an equal
chance. He criticised many of the details
of thebill ; he objected to the long leases
of tive years, and stoutly maintained that
above all things tbe Kedgwick River ought
not to be leased under any circumstances,
maintaining, in fact, the same view rese
pecting the Patepedia and other rivers.

Mr, Wetmore, the leader of the Opposi-
tion, in a pleasant speech, agreed to sup-
port the Government measure, although
he expressed regret that the rights which
the people had long enjoyed of fishing on
the domain of the Crown, and, for that
matter, on private property, was about to
pass away. But he felt that the time had
comg when legfslation was necessary, and
he(would offer no opposition, but waald
help to perfect the legislation,

Mr. McManus, Mr. Park, Mr. Stock-
ton, and other gentlemen, spoke approv-
ingly of the measure. . The principal sup-
port the Restigouche members got was
from Mr. Ellis, who said that he oljected
very strongly to legislation that was in
limitation of natural rights. He admitted
the difficulties in a case of this kind, but
thought that Mr. Barbarie’s idea of Jeasing
at a tixed rate per rod, at the same rate to
all, rich or poor, would meet the case. It
was most objectionable that the rich man
should get possession of these rivers and
shut them up for years. There are many
persons in cities and towns who get ouly
three or four days holidays in the year,
who are not able to purchase a river, or a
part of a river, but who in a few days’
sport, and a few days’ life in the woods,
sought to restore their health or to fit
themselves for their ordinury daily duties.
Now, the result of this kind of legislation
would be not only, to shut these people
out, but there was great danger that it
would shut upall the streams and lakes.
It was, of course, the duty of the House
to conserve the public domain, but it
ought not to do 20 in the sole interest of
the rich man. It was stated in the report
of Messrs. Phair and Robertson that a
man in the Restigouche, last summer, in
about six weeks, killed 150 salmon. This
was not eport it was simply slaughter, the
mizdirection of sport into an evil passion,
Then, on this river, 1,680 fish wer® killed
by the Metapedia Club, 2 statement th®
justificd Mr. Barberie’s fear that the
angler was -just as- damgerous to the per.
manence of the fishery as the net tisher-
mav. No doubt the rich sportsmen who
come into the country spend a good deal
of money, but there were, things quite as
valuable as money, and it was not well
for people anywhere to exchange their
own rights for money.

The bill was agreed to, the Attorney
General, however, promising Mr. Barbarie
to so prepare the leases that they should
provide that if the parties renting abused
their privileges the Government would
have the 1ight at the first or any year to
put an end to the lease.

House then went into committee on
supply. The item for Steam Navigation
passed after discussion as did also the one
for public buildings. The grant for bye
roads caused considerable discusssion,

Mr. Ellis helieved in having the annual
grant put under the control of the proper
department or the Chief Commissioner.
While he would not opposeit this year
he would frame a resolutlon and test the
gense of the House upon it next session.
Mr. Burchill partly agreed with the last

cts, a

i whom 1t speaks, when their pet schemes
| are not to be assisted—it suggests that |

to be
In other words, it would be |

ought

quite willing for iis particalar friends to |
have the subsidy for bnilding & road to |
next to nowhere, bhut when the road is
to be an independent one and of the |
fullest possible value to the County, it |
does what it ean to prevent the Domin- |
ion from aiding it. Fortunately, how-
ever, the Adrocate does not have much
influence in such matters.

It was amusing to hear Mr. Park |
tell the Legislature that he and Mr, |
Adams offered, last summer, to build
the Valley Railway, and that at a time
when

their repeated

seven years of effore,

after
had compelled |
their mere practicgl associates to leave |

failures,

speaker. Some members used the road
money in great measure for electioneering
purposes. ~ He thought the grant should

| be placed in the hands of the several Mu.-

nicipal Councils whose m®mbers were in-
timately acquainted with the needs of the
roads, and it would save members much
trouble.

The item passed as did also the grant for
the Provincial Rifle Association.

On item for Lunatic Asylum, $42,000
was as ( to pay current expenses of next

year. After explanations by the Hon.

| Messrs. Blair and McLellan and remarks
| by Mr. Hanington, it passed.

The other
items in the estimates were also agreed
to.
Marcn 19711,

After routine the House resolved itself
into. committee of the whole to consider
bill regulating the erection of wire fences,
Mr. Wheten in the chair.

Mr. Palmer explained that the object of

it had been the privilege | ’

for animals by having a rail placed along
the top of the fence.

! After some discussion, progress was re-
ported and the bill referred to a committee
consisting of Messrs, Palmer, Hanington

| and Perley.

House went into committee on a bill
| introduced by Mr. Wetmore of York, and
| which, he said, emanated from the York

! County Council. "It asked to provide that

‘ all persons qualitied to vote at the elec-

tions of County Councillors may do so

notwithstanding that they may not have
| paid their rates and taxca,

A very long discussion ensued, Mesars.
| Wetmore, Ellis, Barberie, Hetherington,
McManus, Colter, White, Hanington and
others favored the bill as a whole or the
principle it affirmed, and Messrs, McLeod,
Stockton, Thompson, Adams, Blair, Rit-
chie and others opposed it. On division
the principle of the bill was destroyed,
some sections providing for early closing of
polls in certain remote parishes, etc., be-
ing passed.

MarcH 20,

A good deal of routine work was done
in the morning and Mr. Adams being in
tke Chair of Committee called in the
Speaker and had the House counted out,
because a quorum was not present—one
way of defeating the Governinent’s desire
not to prolong the session unnecessarily.
It is the first time the trick has beep
resorted to this session and will probably
be the last.

In the afternoon Supply was resumed.

On the item asked for balances due on
the lst January, 1884, on account of Pub-
lic Works, authorized previous to 3rd
March 1883.—*

Hon. Mr. Ryan said when the item for
Great Roads and Bridges was under. con.
sideration a few evenings ago, he referred
to old balances still unpaid for work un-
der contract since 1882. Since then he
had found other balances and he asked
for $11,173.31 additional to meet these
claims. There were also certain other
amounts paid out each year, but never es.
timated, such as printing, advertising and
travelling expenses, averaging about $500.
He proposed {his gear to pay off those as
they came in, so as to save over-expendi-
ture, He wofld have therefore only
about $89,000 of the $95,000 grant at
his disposal and some of that amount has
been already paid out to counties. Some
objection had been made that the Govern-
ment entered into some of these contracts
for which they blame the late Govern.
ment. But, when tenders were asked for
and recelvedgand persons notified of ac-
ceptance, it had then gone too far for any
Government to refuse to complete. It
had to do so in good faith. There may
have been a few but not many instances
in which the Government could have de-
clined to proceed. ~The Florenceville
bridge contract was one, but the Govern.
ment felt the work was a necessity. It
was a contract made by it and did mnot
appear in the balances, The late Chief
Commissioner seemed to censure him
(Ryan) when he said he paid more than
the contract price on the Hartland ferry.
He had not done so. The commissioner
on that job took it from the contractor
and completed it. He did not pay any
more than the contract price and did not
pay even that without making every in-
quiry and consulting the members from
the county. He would refer again briefly
to thé College bridge matter. He author-
ized a person to ask for tenders for re-
pairs, The tenders were brought in and
the contract awarded the lowest tender.
Further than that ke did not go. He
paid the contract price and no more.
Neither the department nor any one act-
ing under it had authorized the work done
in the maoner in which it had been. A
portion of the $11,000 asked was for
claims for extras not yet adjusted. Possi-
bly a saving of some $100 or $200 could
be madein that. s
Marcr 21.

Hon. Mr. Blair moved for a committee
of three members to act with a committee
of three members from the other branch
of the Legislature, in the preparation of a
joint address to the Governor-General on
the financial condition of the Province
and its just claims on the General Gov-
ernment. In moving it, he said he
thought it only fair to state that inasmuch
as the object sought to be attained was
ot of a party nature, but obe in which
all had an identical or common interest,
he had extended an invitation to the
leader of the Opposition to second the
resolution, but he had declined to do so
and it would be seconded by Hon. Mr.
McLellan. The object was to present to
the Dominion the claims which the Prov-
ince has on that Government. Other
Provinces had been getting concessions
and he honed that in this instance he
would have the support of both Govern-
ment and Opposition, and the hearty
assistauce of every ember.

Messrs. Blair, McLellan and Ellis werc
appointed the committee.

The bill to vest the power of appoint.
ment of Recorder of the city of St. Jobn
in the Common Council was rejected.

The Lill relating to law stamps was
taken up and discussed and progress was
reported on it.

MargcH 22,

To-day was principally occupied with
discussion of the Goverument measure
providing that the term of years for de-
bentures under the Act for funding the
floating indebteduess, be for not less than
30 years, and not more than 40 years, and
also that the Government may have power
to issue debentures to the extent of 850,-
000, to aid in the construction of a bridge
over the St. John river at Fredericton.

The bill was carried by a vote of 28 to
8, Messrs. Wetmors and Colter voting
with the Government.

MaRcH 24TH.

Hon. Mx. Blair moved the House into
committee of the whole to consider the
bill toamend the Actin aid of construc-
tion of Railways and other Works in the
Province. Mr, White in the chair. Hon.
Mr. Blair explained the object of the bill
was twofold. The first section gave pow-
er to the Lieut..Governor to change the
route of the Miramichi Railway from the
northern to the southera side of the South-
west Miramichi Valley. The present
route is on the Northern side, and from
investigations it was now stated thesouth-
ern side would be the best side, and the
bill gives the right to the Lieut.-Governor
to change the route to that if it was
thought advisable. The second section
provides for the alteration of the route of
the Buctouche and Kingston Railway a0 as
to give a route from Kingston to the In-
tercolonial near Moncton.

Mr. Park said that he, as a representa-
tive of Northumberland County, felt it his
duty to put forward his views, which were
the views of a large portion of his constit.
uents, on the subject. He admitted the
bill was simple enough. It gave the com-
pany the power to build a line on either
side of the Southwest Miramichi after they
strike a certain point. If the first section
in the bill carried, then the Government
came to the conclusion to allow the Com-
pany to go whichever way they pleased.
It was a question which Government sup-
porters should congider well, and not

have paid much more is not to their | them and form the only company legal- | the bill was to afford greater protection | support it merely becauss it was a Gov-

ernment \ineume. It would not follow |
that a defeat of the bill would be a
want of contidence vote. The first time
that the building of the Miramichi Valley
Railway came up was in 1872, when
an act was passed authorizing a company |
to build a line from Chatham to Frederic- |
ton. At that time the Chatham Branch
Railway was not in existence, , The Com-
pany was organized in 1872, but nothing
further was  done because of no facility
Act. In 1874 the Government introduced
what was known as the Lobster Act.
Among the lines for which a subsidy of
85,000 per mile was there provided was
one from St. Mary’s to some point either
in the parish of ‘Nelson or the Parish of
Derby. In the winter of 1875 a company
was formed under the Act, and a survey
was made, costing in the vicinity of
$3,000. As two companies for the one
road had been formed last summer, he
would, for convenience, refer to the com-
pany of 1875 as the old company, and the
present one as the new company. In
1875 the old company went to the Gov-
ernment and pressed its demands for the
subsidy, as it was prepared to go on with
the work, but was informed that a large
number of miles had been subsidized, and,
under the Act, there was not enough left
to subsidize it. Matters then remained
in abeyance until 1879, when negotiations
were being had with reference to the
building of the Central Railway. In
1882 1t again approached the Government
and asked for a subsidy of $5,000 per
mile, because they had been deprived of
the benefits of the Act. They met the
Government. and so far as the Govern-
ment and their reputation were concern-
ed, the route was fixed. Hon. Mr. Gil-
lespie and Messrs. Adams, Hutchinson
and Davidson were present, and it was
clearly stated then that the line would be
from St. Mary’s to a poifit on the Inter-
colonial at Derby or South Esk. The
Hon, President of the Council had no
objection to the northern route, and it
was not until Chatham moved in the
matter that he advocated the southern
route, but he was voted down. The road
to be built on the north side was the one
looked upou by the great majority of the
people as the Miramichi Valley Line. At
the same time the Act incorporating the
Northern and \Vestern railway was
amended and Chatham left out, because
it already had a line connecting with the
Intercolonial.

In May, 1882, the old company applied
for a contract and werc told that by an
order in coungil a contract would be given
80 soon as the company wonld furnish a
guarantee that they were prepared to
construct the road. It was then found
that the subsidy of $3,000 per mile was
too small, and capitalists would not go
mto the undertaking unless some
additional aid could be obtained.
At the session of 1883 a bill was
introduced by a member, of precisely
the same purport as the present. Nine-
teen members then voted that it was not
advisable and voted directly against the
principle involved in the present bill. If
they voted for the present bill, they
would vote in direct opposition to their
vote in 1883.

Shortly afterwards the Dominion Gov.
ernment granted a subsidy of $3,200 for
32 miles of the road, and the Company
then again went to the Local Government
for aid. He (Park), as their representa-
tive, met the Government at Fredericton
about the 26th July last, but was met
with the question as to whether or not the
Company had complied with the 4th sec-
tion of the Act of 1872, which provided
that $20,000 of the stock should bs paid
up before they would be entitled to the
subsidy. He replied that previous Gov.
ernments had not insisted on that condi.
tion, and was not in a position to say
whether it bad or had not. The Hon,
Attorney General then advised that the
better course would be to pay up the $20,-
000 and reorganize the Company. He
went and reported, and on the 13th or
14th of July issued a notice for another
meeting. Some parties them, who had
mever interested themselves before, so soon
as they heard it was necessary to reorgan,
ize the Company, issued a notice for the
purpose of organizing themselves into a
Company. Both meetings were advertised
for the same day and sawe hour, but the
men who intended forming a new company
obtained from Judge Weldon an injunc-
tion restraining the old cowpany from
meeting. The matter was argued July
3lst, and the Judge intimated that he
would give his decision on the Saturday
following. As the meeting would be held
on the Thuisday previous, the Company
felt themselves secure and met and reor-
gavized. About twenty minutes after
they met an injunction was telegraphed
and served on them, but it was too late.
On that injunction Messrs. Gregory and
Blair appeared as the solicitors for the new
Company. It might be possible that the
Hon. Attorney General could sit as Attor-
ney General and not be influenced by the
fact that he was solicitor for Mr. Gibson,
but all people, particularly lawyers, have
feelings for their own side and he laid him-
self open to the charge that his course
might be shaped by the position he held
with his clients. However, Mr. Adams
and himself (Park) interviewed the Gov-
ernment at St. John and made them two
offers. They offered to build the road ac-
cording to the Subsidy Act of 1882. Or
would be satisfied if the new Company
would build it according to the terms,
They were willing to waive their right but
only on the distinct understanding that
the road would be built on the north shore
of the river,

The contract was signed by the new
company on the 20th August and they
knew precisely what they were doing and
no change should be made in it to the pre.
judice of the ratepayers of Northumber-
land. Besides, in his opinion, so far as
the relative cost of the two routes was
concerned, he believed the difference, if
any, would be in favor of the north side,

The County Council, in January, dis.
cussed the matter,and,by a vote of 19 to 7,
decided it should go by the nothern route.
Then the gentlemen interested in the
Chatham Branch Railway sent agents all
over the county getting signatures to peti-
tions against the old route. Some were
told the petitions were merely in favor of
the road ; some that it was for a subsidy
from the Government ; some that it was
for the extension ot the bass fishery. The
people had been misinformed ‘and misled
into signing the petitions.

There could be no comparizon at all, be-
tween the two tracts of land. On the
north the country from Blackville to the
Renous was well ‘settled ; the Renous was
a great lumbering district and would be
one of the principal feeders of the road.
Indiantown quarries would furnish freight
for the road, as would also the bark fac-
tory of the Mesers, Miller at Derby. Then
there were the fisheries of the Northwest,
increasing marvellously from year to year.
If the 10ad should go on the southern side
the people of Derby and Northesk would
be cut off.

MR. BURCHILL.

Mr. Burchill said the honorable gentle-
man who had just taken his seat (Park)
claimed that in the expression of his

views he represented a large portion of
the Comty of Northumberland, but he |
(Burchill) could say without egotism that |
he represented quite as large a portion. |
{ The advice which that gentleman gave, |
that supporters of a Government ghould |
not follow it blindly was merely gratui-
tous. The supporters of the administra-

| tion had intelligence enough to decide for

| themselves and, having so decided, they
had honor enough to carry out their
views. He hoped the Committece would
i pardon him if he went over somé of the
| ground covered by his colleague.

THE ORIGINAL IDEA AS TO ROUTE,

In 1872an Act was passed incorporating
the Northern and Western Railway Com
pany, of which the Hon. Peter Mitchell,
Geo. L. Hatheway, Alexander Gibson and
others were members, for the purpose of
constructing a road from the town of
Chatham, passing through the Counties of
Northumberland and York, to Fredericton.
In 1874 what is known as the Lobster Act
was passed, by which Act subsidies were
provided to aid in the construction of
railways in the Provinee, and, in the first
section we fimd>that Provincial aid may
be given to a line of railway from Freder-
icton or the Parish of St. Mary’s in the
County of York, passing through the
Counties of York and Northumberland to
some point on the Intercolonial Railway,
either in the Parish of Nelson or the Par-
ish of Derby in the County of Northum.
berland. The difference in the Acts cited
must. be apparent at once. The first is
for the construction of a line from Chat-
ham to Fredericton. The second pro-
vides for a subsidy to a railway from
some point in York to Nelson. T
Chatham branch begine at Chatham and
ends at Nelson and by the granting of a
subsidy to aline from the Parish of St.
Mary’s to Nelson, the original®idea or
plan would be carried out, because, con-
necting with the Branch, it would prac-
tically be a line from St. Mary’s to Chat-
ham.

THE CONTRIBUTORS TO TIIE ORIGINAL

SURVEYS,

In 1875 a Company was formed and it
proceeded to make a survey. His honor-
able colleague (Park) had endeavored to
leave the impression on the House that
this survey was at the sole expense of the
Company. That was an error. The cost
of running the lines was paid very large-
ly by subscription and he (Burchill) him
self, went through the Connty soliciting
aid for it, so that whatever honor there
might be in the enterprise it, belonged to
the County of Northumberland as a whole
and was not contined to any party or any
Company. 1

PLAYING AILWAY,”

Two lines were at that time surveyed —
one from Wilson’s Point to St. Mary’s,
the other from Nelson to St. Mary’s. The
intention in surveying the two roads was
that the Company might be in a position
to select the most advantageous and least
expensive route. Application was made
to the local Government asking for a’con-
tract under the Subsidy Act, but without
avail. It seemed to him that he had
heard somewhere that Mr. Gibson offered
to build the line at that time, when the
Company telegraphed to not allow any-
body other than itself to build it
1t seemed to him (Burchill) to be folly for
a Company to make application for a con-
tract before it had complied with the
requisites in the Act, one of which was
that $20,000 should be subscribed and
paid up. However, no further steps be-
yond the survey and the applications for
the subsidy were taken until 1882, when,
just before the general elections, public
meetings were held and a considerable
degree of excitement was aroused. The
original Subsidy Act had exhausted itself
and there was nothing on which to base
the hope that the Miramichi Valley Rail.
way would be built. The Government,
however, in order to strengthen their
hands in Northumberland, passed the
Railway Facility Act of 1882, in the first
section of which it was provided thata
subsidy should be given to a line of rail-
way from Fredericton or St. Mary's, pass-
ing through the Counties of York and
Northumberland to some point on the
Intercclonial Railway either in the Parish
of Derby or the Parish of Southesk in
Northumberland, and thence, if advisable,
to Beaubear’s Point. At that very ses.
sion, also, the Act incorporating the Nor-
thern and Western Rail»g;vyc\vas amended.

.

SECTIONALISM,

Why was it that the Goverament first
passed an Act subsidizing a line of railway
to Derby, and afterwards amended the
charter of the Company, giving it anthor
ity to build aline from that place ? Why
did it pass a Subsidy Act in which Nelson
was not included, if it was not for the
purpose of blinding the people? It prac-
tically sail—We have no objection to
your building the road from Neleon, but
if you do you will get no subsidy. It
must be built from Derby. If the Gov-.
ernment, then, intended to treat the
people fairly, why did it not come out
openly? His honorable colleague, the
President of the Council (Gillespie) moved
an aniendment to the Act, but it was
voted down, and so matters rested.

THE BEST MEN OF THE OLD COMPANY ARE

IN THE NEW,

The honorable gentleman wh> had last
spoken (Park) had talked a great deal
about the old Company and the new Com-
pany. As a matter of fact many of the
gentlemen in Miramichi composing the
present company were interested in the
one first formed, but they got tired of the
humbugging and the delay ‘that was going
on and they determined to take some
action. It was true that they did obtain
a subsidy for a portion of the road from
the Dominion Government, but it was not
given, as some gentlemen would have the
House believe, for a line from Wilson's®
Point to Fredericton, and that it had
been given only on that express under-
standing. The fact was, it was given to
ethe Northern and Western Railway Com-
pany to aid in the construction of a por.
tion of their road connecting with the
Intercolonial Railway at a point ‘* near
the Miramichi River.” Afterwards, Mr,
Snowball and others formed a new Com-
pany. His colleague (Park) claimed he
had come to the Government for the sub-
sidy in behalf of the first Company. He
presumed he had, but he was not ina
pusition to obtain it. His Company was
shown to be no Company at all. The
others then made a deposit as required by
the Act, formed the Company and entered
into a contract.

THE SOUTH SIDE THE BEST COUNTRY.

With regard to the route he (Burchill)

it.  On the northern side there were the
Bartholomew and ‘Renous Rivers with

gulches that would have to be bridged.
On the other side the country was com-
paratively level and easy of access.

THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL BLUNDER.

favor of the Northern route had been used
as an argument that the people were in
favor of that route. He had every respect
for the Gouncillors and their votes, but

they did not represent the sentiments of
the people. One of the Councillors told
him, after the vote, that he perronally
did not care where it was built provided
it was built.  Messrs, Adams and Park
had also been to the Municipal Council
room that afternoon and used_. the ine
fluence of friendship to canvass Wie Couns
cillors.

THE ATTACKS ON THE PETITIONS.
Believing that the Councillors in“gheir
vote had not voiced the sentiments
of the people, petitions were sent for sig-
natures throngh the County. Those peti-
tions were attacked te-day and the gen-
tlemen in whose hands they were, were
charged with having deceived and misled
the peoplc He behe\ od wli%s> gentlemen
would scorn to obtain a single name by
any unworthy means or to impose on any
man, ‘He believed the people of Nor-
thumberland were intelligent and would
not sign any petition without knowing its
contents. His colleague (Park), when he
insinuated or charged such a theory did
an injustice to those who, had honored
him with their confidence. He (Burchill)
had heard some talk about these petitions
before he came to the session and had
takei the trouble to enquire and was tald
or. what he cousidered reliable authority
that no misrepresentations had been made
to anyone and that in cases where the par.
ties were,from some cause or other,unable
to read, it wagread over and explained to,
them, To show that the vote of the Mu.
nicipal Council did not represent the
wishes of the people he would read over
a statement showing how largely the peti-
tions were signed. In Newecastle, the
centre of the first company,out of 980 rate-
payers 307 signed the petition. In North
and South Esk, parishesmost direetlyinter-
ested in the North route, 217 out of 563
ratepayers signed the petition asking for
a change of the route, In Chatham 1048
out of 1140 signed. In Ludlow 144 out
of 193. In Blackville 302 out of 491. In
Nelson 380 out ot 461. In Glenelg 321
out of 366, In Hardwicke21} out of 258,
In Rogersville 136 out of 235. In Aln.
wick 471 out of 609, and in the Parish of
Blissfield 145 out of 189. It was a most
important fact that while the vete of the
Council stood 19 to 7—aund his friend
(Park) claimed they spoke the wishes of
th¢ people—out of 5648 the total number
of ratepayers in the County, nearly 3,800
were indirect opposition to that vote.
The petitions were very largely signed,con.
sidering the numberk people in the
woods and elsewhere who jcould not be
got at. - “He contended that the vaete of
the Municipal Council in the face of that,
went for nothing. When, out of a gross
rate-paying population of 5,648 you find
over 3,700 asking for a change, it .is &
strong argument that the”people of. the
County are almost unaminously in favor
of a change.

THE TERMINUS QUESTION.

His friend (Park) had given a glowing
description of the northern country.
Some of it was of the finest and most
valuable land in the Province. It was, in
truth, a very fine country, but, if the
object of a railway was toopen up a coun-
try and induce settlement, then na strong-
er argument could be used in favor of the
southern route. He had been. told by
people, eyerrin Derby, that they woyld
prefer it{ou the opposite side and if the
line werc built there they would, with a
bridge, be actually ncartr to the Inter-
colonial, to all intents and purposes, than
they would be if it were coustructed by
the northern route.. According to the
present plan, it will begin in York and
strike the Intercolonial between the two
rivers at a point where there are bridgeg
on either side and where it is not possible
to have a deep water terminns of its own.
It was necessary that a railway of such
importance should be placed where there
would be no diffigulty in .securing good
terminal facilities. That conld not be
Jdone at Wilson’s Point.  While the L. C.
Reremained in the hands of*the Dominion
Government he did not apprehend that
there would be any trouble, but is it imn-
probable that the I. C. R. may at some
time or other pass into the hands of the
Canada Pacific or some such Company ?
In what position would the road be then,
if that monopoly would refyse to allow
the Miramichi Valley cars to run on
L C. R rails? It would gimply be locked
in between two bridgé’a’%th no outlet of
its own, He did not aiy -such a thing
would take place, but it ‘was within the
bounds of possibility. The legislature
should not place restrictions on the road
and say it would have to run to Wilson’s
Point. It was important that it should
be untrammelled in its course. If the
road be constructed by the southern route
it will connect with the Chatham Branch
and run to a deep water terminus, and be
a free and independent line for all time to
come,

IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST,

When the public money is to be expend.
ed let it be where it will do the greatest
amount of good. When he advocated the
change he was influenced by the fact that
by it a deep water terminus could be se.
cured and a deserving part of the country
opened up for settlement. If the voice of
the people was to have any weight at all,
then the change should be made. It had
been argued that because a gentleman vot-
ed a certain way last year he was bound
to vote the same way this. If, last year,
he voted for Wilson’s Point and this year
the people almost unanimously gave ex-
pression in favor of the other route, he felt
he was bound.to do what he could to carry
out their wishes. So long as they refrain
from expressing their views the represen.
tative may act upon his ewn, but, when
they come to the doors of the Legislature
with a request, then he is not ouly justi-
fied in urging it, but is bound to do so.
Circumstances had changed since 1883,

rhen the Honorable President of the
F nédl (Gillespie) brought forward his .

dment. The matter then was dead,
and to open it up would be to renew agita®
tion without any beneficial results. Now,
however, a company whose enterprise is
second to none, the names of whose mem-.
bers are a guaghtitee that what they have
undertaken they will perform, have not
only signed the contract but ordered the
rails, aud only wait fur a restoration of the
original route to begiu construction. On
the vote taken, he believed, defygpded the
fate of the railway. pCould York then
stan'l back and not ler‘;ﬁ%hdpmg hand to
further it? Could the pﬁﬁreqentntnes sit
and see a railway of such importance, not
only to the Counties of York and North-
umberland but to the whole Province,

was on the original survey of Mr. Buck |
- " i
in 1875 and had a practical knowledge of |

high banks, Indiantown Brook and deep |

The fact that the Municipal Council of '
Northumberland passed a resolution in |

jeopardized by inaction ! Now was the
time for the nail to be struck ; now the
time for members, by their vote, to start
| what time will surely develog into oue of

the most important ruilways&i the Pro-
vines, -

[Mr. Barchill's speech was attentively
| listened to and trequently applauded dur-
| ing delivery and at the close.he was greet-
! ed with enthusiastic manifestations of ap-
proval.]

Mr. Adams followed Mr. Burchill in a
| speech which embraced correspondence
l that had taken place in reference to the
Dominion grant., He omitted, however,
the petition which induced the Dominion




