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BRITISH SOLDIERS OVERWHELMED.

Five Companies Captured by

the Enemy Near Bethany--

Lord Roberts’s Official Dispatch--A Notable

Soldier of

Fortune.

(Associated Press.)

London, April 6.—The British war
office this morning discloses nothing, |
and correspondents at Roberts’s head-
quarters have Tot been heard- from for |
two days or more.

The lapse of time has net
the military situation in the
Free State less secure,

This is .the twenty-fourth day since
Roberts’s arrival at Bloemfontein, and
the absence is beginning to make the
British public rather fretful. .Two con-
jectures are favorites. One is that the
silence covers an important British' at-
tack, the presumption being that Rob-
erts is already in the field. The other
is that the

Enforced Inactivity

is on account of the lack of draught and
saddle animals, and must continue for
some days, and therefore nothing is
happening.

The situation so far as London: goes,
is' as it ‘was two days ago. Boers in
unknown numbers are hovering around
Bloemfontein out of range of the British
guns.

rendered
Orange

of the main body of troops, Lieut.-Col.
Chamier remains in 'command of gar-
rison here.”

The departure of any considerable
body of troops has heretofore been un- |
mentioned in the censored cables. Lord
Methuen was last reported at Kimber-:
ley ten days ago, and the supposxtlon is
that he has

Advanced With His Main Force

from Kimberley and gone to the relief
of Mafeking.

Mr. W. P. Schreiner, the premier of
Cape Colony, and R. Seolomon, Q.C., at-
torney-general of the colony, are report-
e¢ from Capetown to be engaged in ser-
jous controversy with the other bond-
holders, and the premier’s resignaﬁon is
looked upon as being a possibility.

The Duke of Marlborough has gone !
to Delfontein, south of De Aar.

Upington has been occupied by the :
British.

[ATEST FRON THE FRONT.

A i

London, April 6.—The war office atr.
about 4 p.m. posted a dispatch from
Lord Roberts. announcing Lord Meth-
uen’s capture of fifty-four Boers dnd
the killing of General Villebois Mareuil,
the chief of staff of the Boer army,

A\ few minutes later a second  tele-
gram was bulletined reporting the loss
of five companies of British infantry. |

3oth dispatches were issued in time !
to be printed in the last editions of all .
the evening papers.

The lost companies are probably part
of the force guarding the railroad from
Bethany, thirty miles: south of Bloem-
fontein,

The Boers are evidently operating

In Force Near the Railroad

and there is a possibility of the line be-
ing interrupted for a brief period at any |
time,

.ln the death of' Gen. Villebois Mare-
uil the Boers lost their best instructed
;(rl‘licr in continental methods of war-
are,

As the late General Joubert’s chief of
staff his brain devised the Boer doings
against Gen. Buller’s advance at Lady-
smith. He was the best notable of all
soldiers of fortune serving the Boers.

As the captured British soldiers were
in a position to defend themselves for
nearly twenty-four hours and were then
forced to. surrender, the

Fighting Must Have Been Severe,

The Boers were in foree yesterday 60
miles south of Bloemfontein. They had
a brush with the British patrols.

Advices from Springfontein, dated 6
p.m., April 6th, announces the Boers
have been sighted west of the railway.

It is officially announced that the Bri-
tish companies”in-the Boer ambush near

Sannas Post, total up 450, including 174
missing,

BOERS MADE PRlSONERS

London, April &—-A Fumor was ‘cur-
rent this afternoon that Lord Methuen

|

H

has gained a victory over theA Boers,
but the war office was unable to confirm
the report.

London, April 6.—The war office has |

received the following dispatch ' from
Roberts, dated Bloemfontein, April 5th:

“Methuen telegraphs ‘from Boshof, in
the Orange Free State a little northeast
of Kimberley, as follows; ‘Surrounded
Gen. Villebois Mareuil and a.body ef
Boers to-day, none escaped. Villebois
and 7 Boers killed, 8 wounded, 50 pris-
oners. R ;

“‘Our losses were: Killed—Captains
Boyle and Williams, both of Yeomanry,
and two men of Yeomanry. Wounded—
About seven men, :

“ ‘The, attack lasted four hours., ‘The
corps behaved very.well,.Our force was
composed of Yeomanry and the Kimber-
ley mounted corps, and the fourth bat-
tery of artillery,’” :

. Mareuil. was chxef of staff of (he
Boer army. He was fifty years old and
is .said to have been -responsible for
many Boer successes. It is said that
he entered-the Boer service merely be-
cause  war was his-trade. ' He went

through a numbgr of campaigns in the
French army.

-ma,_.mmmﬁfs‘wmm

London, April G—Lord Roberts reports
that five compamies of British troops
have been captured by the Boers' near
Bethany.

London, April 6, 4:08 p.m.—The follow-
ing is the text of Lord Roberts’s dispatch
to the war office announcing the caplure
of five companies of his troops:

“Bloemfontein, Thursday, April 5.—
Another unfortunate occurrence has oc-

curred, resulting, I fear, in the capture

of a party of infantry consisting of three
companies of the Royal Irish Fusiliers
and two companies of Ninth Regiment of
Mounted Infantry near Reddersburg, a
little eastward of Bethany railway sta-
tion, within a few miles of this place,
“They were surrounded by a stronger
force of the ememy with four or five
guns, . The detachment held .out from

| before noor, on April 3rd, until 9 a.m. on

April 4th, and then apparently surren:
dered, .for it is reported that the ﬁrmv
ceased at that time.

“Immediately after I heard the news,
during the afternoon of April 3rd, I or-
dered Gatacre to proceed from S‘pring-
fontein, his present headquartersy
Reddersburg, with all possible speed, and
1 dispatched the Cameron. Highlanders
thence to Bethany.

“Ho arrived’ at Reddersburg at 10:30
vesterday, without o*vposnhon, but ‘could
get mo news of the missing men.

“There can be no doubt the whole
party has been made prlSOners

BOER PRISONERS. ESCAPE.

P |
Capetown, Aprxl 7.—A determined at-

tempt to escape was made by Boer pris- .
oners at Simonstown, and fourteen of 1

them succeeded in getting away.

Later.—In the confusion one of the
prisoners was killed .and another wound-
ed. One man was recaptured but 14 are
missing.

Sentries have been placed at different
parts of the town, and the station is
under military supervision.

A Letter of Sympathy.

‘The Hague, April 7-—Queen Wilhel- |

mina has sent a personal letter of sym-
pathy to Gen. Joubert’s widow.

FRENCH WON THE RACE.

Nl iy

I.ondon, Aprll 6.—TLe Times publishes
extracts from the letters of & Brmsh
cavalry, officer, who . accompanied’ Gen.
French throughout the march, from Mod-
der River to Koodesdrift, - He says: “On |
the night before. the start, Roberts told

¢| the cavalry that they wer&about tg have

an opportunity te uphold the cavalry tra-
ditions of the British service. General
French’s men were surprised at their
task. -They had expected to be employ<
ed ‘on General Cronje’s communiestions,
while the rest 'of the army worked

around to Kimberley; -but Roberts told

them that the situation at Kimberley had
become desperate, while Lord Kitchener

added. that. they must get througl if it

cost half their forces, With these ‘Wwards
ringing i their eafs, they started on the
most exciting ridé of the war. It was
a race for the drift on ‘the Riet, which

‘abhout 13 miles away.

General French secured by a clever feint |
and by hard galoppmg he won by only
five minutes.

“The last day’s work before Kimber-
ley was relieved also put them to severe
test. Soon after starting they found that ;
the positions on their front, left front
and left rear were held by an unknown
force 6f the enemy, and that they were
almost surrounded, but General French’s
quick eye discovered a gap in the left
Through this gap
he launched two Lancer regiments, who |
were received with a heavy fire, and
before the dust had cleared he let every-
thing go in after them. It was a piece
of splendid daring which might have fail-
ed, but it succeeded completely, and by_»
1ts success raised the 51ege

A BESPERAIE STAND. -

London, April G —The Capetown . cor-
respondent of the Standard gives details,
hitherto obscure, of the surrender of a
squadron of Kitchener’s Horse on Feb.
15th. It was the day of the relief. of
Kimberley.

The squadron had been left to guald a | ,
farm on the Riet River, while Frent¢h |
advanced to the besieged town. The ob-
ject of leaving them’on the river was to
hold a well pending the arrival of anp-
other column, The latter, -however; never
came, and the troopers found themselves !
besxeged for four days by a body of 400 ;
Boers,

There were but 50 men, but they pierc-
ed loop-holes in the walls of the farm
house and made a desperate stand for
three days. They. fought gallantly and,!
without food, but on the fourth day they .
caught a goat, which they dbvoured.
There was not a blade of grass on the
veldt, and their horses died 'of starva-
tion. :

On the fourth day General Dewet sent
a messenger calling on them to surrender
within a few minutes. The situation
was hopeless. The Boers had two 12-
pounders with them,'and the squadron
was_ in the last stage of exhaustion. See-
ing that there was no chance of relief,
they agreed among themselves to sur-
render. -

BONEYHOON IV A LAAGER

BATE T, RO

New York, April .—The World corres-
pondent at Pretoria, Howard Hillegag,
has sent a long letter in which he ~1vei
an interesting and thrilling story of thi
way in which the Boer women are helpi—
ing their husbands, sons ands brothers m
war. The World known no finer exam-
ple bf heroism than that exhibited by 1%
women on one of the five days' fightin
‘at Spion Kop, he says. A steictly fami
party of Boers, 14 men and their wives,
were entrenched in one position, and held
it with amazing bravery against a small
force of British, For a long time the
men fought incessantly and kept their
wives ‘busy loading their rifles. Finally
50 British soldiers with fixed bayonets
charged on the entrenchment. = As they
came closer, closer, the! Boer men crept
over the earthworks, and, while the wo-

+

soldiers.” Before their wives’ eyes every
one of the fourteen Boers were killed,
bavroneted or shot.' The fourteen wo-
men, so quickly widowed, never thougnt
of surrender,
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half an hour until- the
Dritish surrounded them

Try to imagine a lmde and groom go-

| ing to war on their honeymoon. When I
¢ lett Pretoria for the front a friend intro-

duced me to a young Boer couple ,who
were going on the same train:and who
had been married but a week, I thought

¢y friend was joking when he told mé

they were going to fight the British, al-
though both the Boer man and wife had
Mauser rifles and each wore three ban-
doliers, two over the shoulders and .ne
around the waist. When the train reach-
od the end of the Time, a short: distance
north of Ladysmith, Mme. Boer alighted
with ‘Her hnsband, assisted:in taking two
horses from the last car of the train and
rode away toward one of the laagers in
the distance.

The presence of the women puts spirit

{ into the men and keeps them from. be-
|(oming homesick or despondent. These

warrior women were the first to igsist
that the Transvaal should resist Eng-
land.. Now they’ are sharing the burden.

Raad Adjourned.

Pretoria, April 4.—The Free State raad
adjourned sine die after passing the
President’s speech. Twenty-six members
were present, .

Rhodes in England.

Southampton, April 6.—Cecil Rhoédes,
who sailed from Capetown on the 21st
of March, arrived here to-day.

Col. Otter’s Report.

ttawa, April 6.—Lieat.-Col. Otter’s
report covering the battles in which the
Canadiars were engaged and giving a
description’ of the wounds received by
the Canadian soldiers has reached the
militia department. It is being type-
written, and will be published in militia
orders. The repo"t also gives a list of
the killed.

There is very little that has not been
covered by letters from ‘the front, yet
the documents is, nevertheless, ‘an in-
teresting one,

...~...°—

London, April 7, 2.35 p. m—'l'he Boers
have been remfowed at Wepener, north
of Smithfield, Orange Free State, and
are. threatening Gen. Brabant’s tolonial
division, ths main body of which, with
the artillery, is at Wepener.

Boer Movements. ¢

A telegram which left Maseru, Basuto-

at midnight,
great

land, morth of Wepener,
described the Boers as being in

| #orce, and as afraid to make a frontal

atteck, but it is added that they were
endeavoring to turn the British position
by crossing the Basutoland frontier by
a road skirting Caledon . river, the road
emerging south of Wepener,

Protecting the Frontier.

The Basutos are excited. Assistant
Commissioner Griffith, with a force of
police, left Maseru on Friday, going
where the Boers are about to trespass,

Used fn Mdhons of Homes—40 Years the
 standard. ‘A Pure Cream of Tartar Powder,
‘Superior. .to - every. other known. . Makes
delidous cake aad pastry,k hght, ﬂaky bkscait,

-

”‘QI “m ﬂ m"ﬂ °°-l

I3
FeAY

men began shooting, with the butts of [ and the tribesmen engaged for railwork |
\h(‘ll uﬂc“ began to hammer the British !

work: at Bloemfontein are deserting to
protect their  villages.

activity in the Orange Free State.
Troops at Bloemfontein.

The latest unofficial dispatch’
Bloemfontein, dated Thursday, says:
‘The Boers continue to show great ac-
tivity, and a' number of British troops
are arriving daily.”

Tll-treating Farmers.

The alleged ill-treatment of the farm-
ers who gave up their arms has called
to the  fromt the Friend of the ‘Free
State, published by the - correspondents
under military supervision. In its com-
‘ments it says: ‘““When the question eof
settlement . comes, those who are re-

_sponsible for the outrages will be called

to ‘aceount. We show leniency and toler-
ance ‘towards rebels, and we expect our
example to be followed by those direct-
ing the enemy’s affairs. We shall exact
from the two presidents full reparation
for cruelty and inhumanity. The army
people at Bloemfontein are depending on
water drawn from the wells, «

Arrived From Pretoria,

Sergeant-Major Broker, who, it now
appears, escaped from = Pretoria with
Capt. Haldane and Lieut. Lemeuier, has
reached Lorenzo Marquez. He lost his
companions at'Elands River, obtained a
situation as barman at a railroad sta-
tion ‘and eventually made his way to the
frontier.

Naval Contingent for the Front.

A small contingent of gunners from the
British battle ship Monarch left Cape-
town for Bloemfontein on Friday,

More Men.

Though Lord Roberts lost nearly a
thousand. men this week, he is stronger
relatively, as four times as many men
have been landed at the Cape,

BOERS NEAR ROUSVLLE

Aliwal North, Cape Colony, April-6.—
The colonial division at Wepener ‘ has
captured five prisoners and four: hundred
rifles,

The Royal Irish Rifles are falling back
on Beestkraal from Rouxville,

The Boers are reported to be moving
east and west of Rouxville, and a num-
ber of them -are reported sxxteen miles
down the Orange River.

A town gpard is being formed here.

_—O'——'

LOSSES AT REDDERSBURG.

London &prxl 7 ~Roberts’s ‘report. toi
the war’ oﬁice is as follows::

“The casualities at Reddersburg were:
Officers—Rilled, Capt. Casson and Lieut.
C. R. Barclay, of the Northumberlands;
2 ‘wounded, 8 captured; non-commission-
ed officers and men, killed 8, wounded
22, The rest were captured.

“Our strength was 167 mounted and
424 infantry. The enemy was said to be
3,200 strong, with five guns.”

INSURGENTS CAPTURED,

gz, e
Carnarvon, Cape Colony, April 6.—It
is reported that 200 insurgents, who
were not aware that Sir Chas. Parsons
had occupied Kenhardt, rode into that
place and were captured by the British

1 troops.

The Canadian artillery has returned
here from Van Wyksylex

STEYN NOW _LEADER.

London, April 7.—All the news regard-
ing the affair at Reddesburg which has
been allowed to come through was con-
tained in Lord Roherts’s dispateh. It
is impossible to form an opinion as to
what has happened:

ning to realize the immense difficulty
to be overcome before Pretoria is reach-
ed, and is revising premature ideas with

be over.

June,

The latest event more partlcularly il-
lustrates the heavy work involved in
holding the railway. This body of some
five hundred British troops, without
guns, which disappeared so completely
within' 35 miles of the  great British !
army, had for its business to guard a

tein,
It is said that the Boers belonged to
Olivier’s command. If so he has not'

that he :
; May Still be Cut Off.

rendered during Cleménts’s march north- |
ward,

‘The. Boers will do their utmost to hold ,
Ladybrand and Thaba Nchu, both being
rich ground and productive districts,,

The ' Morning Post correspondent at

4 Springfontein telégraphing on: Thursday,

says he is glad to be able to report that
increased precautions. have been taken
in patrolling the railway.
of the prisomers captured are foreign:
ers.

; The reports that Mr, Steyn has been
.apvpolnted to the command of the Free
‘Staters and that the Free State has ar-

.rnnged a 'loan from the Transvaal for

war. purposes, are both confirmed. !
Another Boer version of the ﬁshting
with
.Col, Plumer’s Force

saye that thirty men were taken prison-
crst at Ramathabama.

officers + captured at bat time, sh

Reports reach Meseru hourly of Boer |

from:*

Meanwhile the British public is begin- |

respect to the time when the war will |
No one now believes that it |
{1 will have ended by the beginning of

section of nearly 90 miles of railway |
between Bloemfont2in and Springfon- |

retired no_rth and hopes are expressed !

It is asserted that 4,000 rebels sur-‘

He says most

It appears that ';
" the ' 'names ‘Cecil “and . Granville, which'|"
‘were ‘supposed to indicate two of the

have been read together as the name of
one officer,

As the numbers of prisoners now held
on both! sides are about equal, the gues<
tion of exchange was mooted in ‘the
House of Commons last evening. This
elicited the reply that the government
had no intention of proposing am .ex-
change.

The Bloemfontein correspondent -&F
the Morning Post, telegraphing om
Thursday, says: “The Boers apparently,
are making an attempt to redeem their
promise to re-take Bloemfontein, A con-
siderable force has moved south through:
Thaba Nchu. Gen. Tucker’s isolation
at Karee is more apparent than real,
since the open ground north of Bloem-
fontein offers small opportunity for tae-
_tics. They may mm ‘hin to'
_distract attention from operations else~
where.”

el
THE RELIEF COLUMN.

R
Boers Hoisted White Flag and Then
Killed a British Officer.

s e

London, April. 7.—Telegraphing from)
Boshof on Thursday the Daily Tele-
graph correspondent says:

“Lord Methuen’s Mafeking relief col—
umn was concentrated here to-day. The
Boers are in force a few miles distant
‘on the Vaal river. This town is prae-
tically deserted, all the men heing with
the commando under Commandant Du-
plessis who controls the district.. Lord
Methuen commanded in a spirited little
action a few miles to the southeast,
where he surrounded the Boers on a
kopje. Not a man escaped. We took
54 prisoners, 60 horses and a quantity
of baggage. Gen. De Villebois Mareu#l
was killed during the action. A Boer
hoisted a white flag and then fired im-
medlgtely after, killing a British officer.
The murderer was instantly shot,”

Rt s
MOVING TO THE SOUTH.

EEEDEY RS
Twclve Thousand Burghers - Reportel
by Brltlsh Scouts,

PURIES” SR

London, April 7.—The Bloemfonteéin
correspondent of the Daily Telegraph
telegraphing on Thuyrsday, sdys: “A
serious ‘meeting awas summoned by
Transvaal emissaries for to-day at
Leouberg, but nobody attended.

“Boer patrols from - Brandfort have
cut the telegraph wires between here
and Boshof.

“The British troops reported yester-
day that a force of some 12,000 Boers
had been seen beyond ‘Bosman's Kop
moving frem Thaba Nchu to the south.
The enemy byszappeals and menaces are
vainly tryisg to induce the burghers te
take the field” again.”

Ordered From the Transvaal.

Lorenzo Marquez, April 5.—All Bri-
tish subjects have been ordered to quit
Pretoria and Johannesburg immediately,
except some 400, who are permitted un-
der law to remain in the Rand. Those
who are expelled number six hundred.

Sharpshooters Sail, z
London, April 6.—Dunraven’s Sharp-~
- shooters started for South Africa to-

iasm. %Tord Dunraven at the last me-
ment decided to accompany the force,
and has been posted as a supernumer-
ary ‘'eaptain on the battalion staff. The
corps is formed of men chosen for their
shooting ecapabilities. In one company
alone seven of the men had figured im
“the final stage of the Queen's prize at
the Bisley shooting. tournament.
Colonial Advance Guard,’
Toronto, "April 6,—A Star cable from
Bloemfontein dated April < 4th; says
there has -been a reorganization -of the
Mouanted Infantry corps of the army

stituted being put under the command
of General Hamilton. One brigade of
this division is formed of Canadians,
Australians, New Zealanders and other
colonial ‘units, and has been placed un-
der command of Lieut.-Col. Hutton, late
| commanding officer of the militia forces
in Canada. A second brigade, made up
of regular and volunteer Imperial troops
will be under command of Ma;or Rid-
ley.

They will act as an advahce guard of
scouts patrolling and clearing the coun-
try in advance of the main army.

THE CANADIANS.

Wounded British' Columbians—The Re-
port on Battle of Paardeberg.

on the Paardeberg fight were read in the
House this afternoon 'and greatly ap-
plauded. ‘

The details of the British Columbia
wounded are as followws:

Fifth Reglment—Andrews left thlgh,
slight; Beach, thorax, sérious; Dickson,
discharged from hospital; chh -Smiles,
thigh, slight.

Sixth Regxment—Lohman, face and
chest, serious; Nicbergall, leg, -slight;
Thompson, shoulden, serious.

The parade staté of the regiment for
i March shows: “Effective, 748; killed in
| action, 25: died of wounds, 8; transfer-
red, 4 still in hospital, 134 on com-
| mand, 33

Toronto April 6;~Mr, Hamilton, the
Globe correspondent with the first con-
tingent in'‘South Affica, sends ‘a’ letter
giving a''detailed aecount of the battle
of Paardeberg which 'shows that the
Canadian ranks have been pretty well
.depleted . since leaving @ Halifax. The
regiment landed at Capetown: 1,089
strong; sickness reduced the number so
that' it left Belmont only 899 : strong,
and when it entered the field at Paarde-
berg . there . ‘were only 872. “A" Com-
pany had but two officers, Capt Arnold,
of Winni and Lieut..

Lient Blan
sat

g Bmdm s
flﬁai‘&rmtster.

day amid the usual scenes of enthus-'

under Roberts, a new division thus con-

e, ol ;
Ottawa, April 6.—Col. Otter’s reports
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