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ters. In some instances the opinions
of these officers were ignored by com-
manding officers. Until recently there
'was no adjutant-general's branch "of
the staff in England to which this sub-
Ject appertains, but the opinion of the
Loard is that in the absence of such
& branch it was the duty of the direc-
tor of medical services represent
to the authorities that a large number

of unfit men were arriving in England.
Col, Bruce Misled.

The board states that in some of the
opinions expressed by Col. Bruce He
Was misled by lack of intimate knowl.
edge of army organization, and the
inter-relation of the various branches
of the service, and that in some of his
criticisms he failed to make allowance
for the sudden expansion of the army
board, It states that such imperfec-
tions as Fave existed are rapidly being
remedied, In po war in history has
sickness been so well controlled or
the sick and wounded as well cared

for.
*  Separation’ Inadvisable.

It disagrees with Col. Bruce’s criti-
cisms and recommendations, except in
one or two minor _instances, part-
ticularly with reference to the concen-
tration of Camadian sick and wounded
in Canadian hospitals. The board re-
ports it is impossible in medical ar-
‘rangements in France to distinguish
between Canadian and British wound-
ed, and for various reasons it ‘would
be unwise and impracticable to at-
tempt separation on return of sick
and wounded to the United Kingdom.

“It will be convenient,” says the re-
port and to summarize the principal
points in Col. Bruce’s report. First
the concentration of Canadian sick and
wounded in Canadian hospitiails;
secondly, suitability of V. A, D. Hos-

~ pitals for care and treatment of Can-
adian soldiers; thirdly, the system of
medical boards. !
Unfair Criticisms.

As to the allegation| of unfitness
among oificers selecied ' for commis-
sions in the Canadian Medicals thru
over age, addiction to aleohol
other drugs, ete, this board denre-
cates such = unqualified statements.
Had Col. Bruce added what must hava
Teen within his knowledge that the
proportion of undesirables in th2
corps is as low as any n the service,

As in some criticisms he failed to
'nake allowance for the sudden ex-
pansion of the armiy.and unavoidable
want of specialized training in auxi-
liary services, such imperfections as
existed rapidly bei remedies, it is
plain truth to say no war in his-
tory has sickness been so well con-
trolled or sick and wounded so well
cared for. The board, relying on its own
ohgervations and evidence laid before
it, is abundantly satisfied the' Cana-
dian sick and wounded have heen
thoroly well cared for, not only in cen-
tral hospitals which Col. Bruce criti-
cizes, These letters are the outcome
of mobilization of the medical re-
sources of the United Kingdom and in
them Canadian wounded soldiers.
are not only well cared for profession-
ally but are comforatble and happmy at
home. The board desires emphasis to
its dissent from criticism of these in-
stitutions, which it believes to be un-
just and undeserved, {

Regarding the system of the medical

anl|

his

in the criticisms levelled at,
‘The board cannot cuncl

bt
| general review of its findings without| only

adding that the report of the inspector-
i good work done by
Surgeon-Gt Jones and staff under
the circumstances of ‘novelty and great

in its opinion the director of medical
services has failed but does so with
great reluctance, for it is satiéfied
much has been the result of compli

cated arrangements, permitted to grow
up. With the reorganization proposed
the board is unable to coneur and has
ventured as the result of the combined
ex nce of its members the sugges-
tion system it is believed ig simple
and Hkely to be practical,

The board points ocut that Jack of
an organized Canadien staff was a
very serious handicap to director of
medical services in dealing with the
important subject. -of non-effective
troops. The board is ngrecd large
numbers of soldiers continue to come
from Canada unfit for service at the
front. The cascs come wunder two
main headings: Firstly, men who .do
not comply with recruiting standards
regarding age; secondly, men unfit by
reason of physical disability. The first
class is the more numerous. The hoard'
understands the recruiting medical of-
ficer is not required in examination to
consider the apparent age of recruits.
This being so, the charge as regards
Canadiar medical corps narrows itself
down to the second class. The beard
is satisfied there have been large num-
bers of men passed who ought not to
have been passed Ly the medical of-
ficers, but it was perhaps inevitable
under the circumstances of raising a
Canadian force that examinatiens
could not be conducted :with all the
care necessary. Thig, it believes, may
have been due to inexperience
of examining medical officers and
partly 1o hurry. partly to carelessnocss
«nd lastly.- in some instances. to opin-
ion of examining nedical officers
1heing overridden or ignhored by com-
fmandlng officers. These defects con-
ttinue to exist despite madical ex-
{aminations ¥y recruiting medieal of-
ficers, b yhattalion medical officars an
joining units and Before sailing for
England. The remedy lies in more
stringent examinations. Medical offj-
cers should he responsirle, as in the
British service, that ruits of ap-
rarent age correspond with declured
vge. There should be inspectors of
recruiting familiar with the Tequire-
ments of the army in the field. No
soldier should be permitted to Crecss
seas without having been clussified by
a medical bourd as fit for general sor-
vice. The board has come o the
conclusion that this important mattoer
has’ not received the attention it de-
seérves; that the authorities here have
failed to make adequats represent:-
tions regarding the condition of =7-
fairs that must severely handicap the
force both as regards organization,
training in the United Kingdom and
efficiency in field. What -share in this
responsibility lies with the director of
medicals the board is not prepared
to say as the adjutant general's branch
of staff to which the subject ap-
pertains does not appear to have ‘been
represented in England until recently.
The board believes in the absence of
an .age branch, it was the duty  of
director of medicals to represent as
often as necessary to all Sources open
to him the fact that numbens of men
were’ arriving here unfit for general
service.
Restore Hospital Plan.

In Dr. Bruce's report a return . to
the policy of Canadian hospitals for
Canadian wounded is advocated. There
is much to be said on both sides, but

board it qgm. there is ‘in‘i'c!i‘ Justice |’ boma. after

difficulty, The board has mnot hesi-
tated to criticise those matters wherein |

long as the Canadian - force remaihs
an integral part of the imperial army,
such a view is mocre possible In
United
80 long as the

must . contin be impessible to
discriminate.” : : 3

" No ical Changes Needed.

The board does not concur in Col.
Bruce's view that complete reorgan-
fzation from top to bottom 'of the
Canadian medical service is necessary.

gests would not remedy the defects
 he deplores, which are not due to the
| system but to inexperience on the part
of the officers, military and medical,

the face of the enemy. The board.
is aware these considerations of high
policy do not strictly come within its
purview, but cannot refrain from ad-
vertising to this aspect hecause it would
a2lmost appear as if the report under
cousideration was based upon a con-
ception that the Canadisn forces had
a similar relation to the British armies
as that held by the allied nations.
' Col. Bruce’s Mistake.

The policy that the board ventures
to attribute to Col. Bruce would have
prevented the use of Canadian medjcal
units in the Mediterranean, because
Canadian troops did not happen to ba
employed in that theatre and also of
establishing Canadian hospitals in
Paris for the French sick and wounded.
Indeed, the sending of Canadian medi.
cal units to.the Mediterranean is criti-
cized from this very point.

Distribution of Casualties.

Reverting to distribution of Can-
adian casualties the report says, de-
spite the position of Canadian and
British soldiers returning to England,
being different, bractically speaking
the mystem of distribution satisfactory
in the case of the British soldier need
not be inefficient in the case of Can-
adians. What dis required to meet the
special circumstances of the Canadian
soldier is and extension of system to
Chanadian convalescent hospitals and
organized co-operation. :

Regarding inspection between Can-
adian -and imperial services, the board
believes it is quite impracticable to
collect Canadian casualties at the base
in Firance, and it would be difficult and
inconvenient to direct them solely to
Canadian hospitals in England. The
board considers it unwise on broad
grounds, believing it in the best in-/
terests that Canadian and  British
should meet one another.

As illustrative of Canadian senti-
ment oan the matter would remark
that Canadian hospitals in Beachbor-
ough, Taplow and. Orpington are gov-
erned by explicit provisos on the part
of the donors that they are not to be
confined to treatmerit of Canadians.
That such a policy would be expen-
sive is certain, >

Conversation with many Canadian
soldiers in different hospitals, officers
and others failed to discover any gen-

eral sentiment among the Canadian

the
Kingdom that in France, and |C
Canadian troops 'coa- ¢

nue to operate er the command- |
r-in-chief the British force, it
e to

In its opinion, the reforms he sug- |

and to defaults of administrataion in |

casuaities. Deducting th
for by special accomm :
others ready to be. returned to Cai

adians are kept in i al hospitals
‘at a cost of three m‘:):'ﬂ ead d
wher he average cost

; an hospitals. as of British in
British hospitals, is six to seven shil-
lings, difference is due to cost of per-
aonnel, and equipment. !
state that similarly British patients are
maintained in Canadian hospitals at
the same charge of three
obviously the balance of
in dl'a,ivto:;3 of the Cnnadf ia
an ruce’s policy ‘were adopted
many advantages of thiz 'i‘eciprgeal
‘aimment would be very much dimin-

Cost Not dhptm:lo.
Altho these

.| of communication units

not consider the cost in any way, but
there is ample evidence Canadian sol-
gder:edhuiw _’dnot suffered from being
rea’ n dimperial hospitals,
h;mortant subject v e
al some length, because the chief con-
sideration in the reorganization sug-
gested by Bruce ig policy of preferen .
tial treatment, which the board con-
sidens impracticable in application, and
believes unwise
adian sentiment, . -
The board cannot ‘agree there is
lack of efficient medical inspection in
hospitals, but, while not ‘reflecting’ on
the efficiency of these inspections the
board agrees with  Brucé and Jones
thet additional inspection of Canaddan
hospital patients in’British hospitals
is desirable from thé’ Canadian stand-
point. There is evidence that the de.
sirability of special inspections was
not fully recognized by the'then D. M.
8. until July, this year. The board is
of the opinion this policy with which
the board is in complete . sympaith; y
should have heen initiated at an earlier

Tt will be necessary to ificrease ma-
teriallyr the accommodatiaon in' Canas’

United Kingdom. The 'Boara vecom.

troops in favor of their exclusive treat-

mends
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of 4 and Tegrettable. While
i Jarge military hospitals, - the advan=

_ |nadian patients well fed. comfortable
{4nd happy. receiving an amount of
= {eare onily possible in institutions ov-
‘ganized om the line of the homs,

i cuse of soldiers widely s:parated from
‘tkith * and@ Kin.
*|purely. to Canddian institutions,

existing arrangements of whereby Can- |

{sideration, In all these points the hoard

It is right te |’

shillings, but!
advantage is’
n Government | vice in scientific enquirics and other

has been deailt with

and opposed ito Can- |

dian convalescent : hospitals  in the ‘ai

gthe surgery is bad, If
been retained too long
heen caused by insufficient ac-
1 na convalescent

ualty assembly centres. -
) L B

1e comments made in Bruce's re-
V.A.D. hospitals have becn
TFris - board 1is of
nion these strictures are uninstiilcd
the board agrecs
‘with ‘that patients egld some-
times be more ndvantagrously traated
in and more. speedily evacuated from

tages of the V.A.D. system should not
e overlooked. The board found Cn-

his
‘’has been an enormous asset mrthe
The board ‘cannot
(ugree that the employment of Canadian
medical nersonnel shoukl be confinga
or
‘that’ Canadiin ) ‘gervica
should rot be used by imperial pa-
If adiustment is required 1a

thiese regarde it should be dealt with
when reciprocal service is under con-

iy onposed to the policy suggestsd hy
Pruce ang in agreement with that car-’
ried’ out hv Jones,

Medical Corps’ Services.

: is in profound disagree-
ment with the view that the Canadian
Medical Corps’ personnel should not
be associated with the British ser-

work. On the contravy, it is of.opin-
ion such participation in both is de-
sirable and necesszry in the hest in-
terests of the two services. The board,
too, is at variance with the contention
ti the services of the Canadian
Medical Corps should in the main be
confined to Canadian troops. The field
ambulances serve primarily Canadian
formations, but in the case of the line
their work
must of necessity be largely with
other than Canadians. This aspect of
the case, it is fair to say, was repudi-
ated by Bruce when pleced before him,

cord that in comefof the opinions ex-
pressed by Brucejhe is misled by lack
of intimate knowledge of army orga-
nization and 'of the inter-relation of
the ous branches. /
Should Stay In Ottawa. -

The report goes on to say: It would
be better if Canadian ‘consultants were
appointed to the imperial army in-
stead of being confined to Canadian
hospitals. A

Referring to the allegation that there
have been many errors in diagnosis
and treatments, the board is decidedly

The' board -feels‘?‘\-nd 1o place on re- |

‘of the opinion ‘that there is no cause

for alarm. Such errors as have come
to motice are incidental exigencies of
active service and. do mot. prevail to
as greatian extent as i the erdina S,,
course of practice in civil “‘hospitals|
whether. in Buropé or Canada, 4 '«

The beard is of the opinion that it
would be preferable that the head of
the medical service should remain in
Ottawa as principal medical adviser of
‘the ' government, as there is consider-
aiblé accumulation of eonvalescent Can-
int the Imperial hospitals due to

| Ottawa. Jan. 1.—A number

| medical service is unguestioned. The|
board is of opinion the discovery of | -
admitted irregularities at once place, |
Ta pjﬁgw, does not Vtﬁh.w ta?n 'the' ptlwcty -of.
ons rto obtaining. It feels
. that glaring depart
: ¢sed unnoticed at Sur-
geon-General Jones' inspection. ;
| The board is strongly of opinion that
the forces and. resources of 'the em-
pire must be pﬁ to the utmost in |
this &truggle, +th ore, the inter-
‘change’ of personnel is desinable ‘ani
necessary in the interests of both ser-
vices. That the wery instances quoted by
Bruce seem: to prove the desirability of
such inter e and advantage to the
Canadian o of parti fon of
officers in special investigations is too
obvious to require- justifieftion. The
board belieyes that the policy adopted
by Dr. Jones commends  itself to the
authorities, xr which there is abundant
precedent: in other branches of ’dl}e
service, b 24 y

'The statement that from many points
of view the interests of the two ser-
vices clash is contradicted by the
eyidence. - The .D,. D. M, D., eastern
command, on whose initiative the ap-
pointment “was made, states Colonel
Rennie isone of the best A. D. M, S’s |
in the eastern command. The board
is satisfled that this arrangement has
been, and is a good and satisfactory
one in regard to both Canadian and
‘British interests. ; - ,

“A special hospital such as Ramsgate
is essential as if the treatment had
been delayead until the patient could
be sent to Canada the beneficial are-
sults of early trtatment would not be
attained, the board appreciates. 0
many cases have been adamitt d
detained there whose immediate -
'fer to Canada was desirable, the boa
hoids that Buxton Hospital serves
useful purpose. "

The boatd agress that there is a
necessity for reformation in the medi-
cal board situation and in the classi-
fication of casualties, and it is of the
opinion that an easy solution’ would
be the adoption of the British system
so far as is applicable.

The statement that certain medical
units are not serving, except in-a
small proportion of , the Cana-
dian sick and woundediin ¥France is
not true, so far as the thirteen field
ambulances referred to are concerned,
while, as regards casualty clearing
stations and stationary and - general
hospitals, it is obvious that their em-
ployment on the line of eommunica-
tion necessitates their being used for|
all the troops using that line.

CABINET MINISTERS
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A &l of cabi-
fnet ministers left this afternoon for |la
Montreal, to attend the funeral of the |
‘Hon. T, Chase Casgrain tomorrow
_Sir Thomas White and Hon. J, D,
%‘efd w¥1 represent Ontario; Hon. P,
'R Blogdh; andHHon.l;(E.‘:h I{’a.(:‘an--
sgde, Quebcc; on. ‘Ropert rs,
w‘estem Canada. ahd.Hogg 3. D?‘l?!‘a;-
zen, the Maritime Provinces,. The prime

fticiency - of accommodation at
€ Canadian hospitais. The

niinister will e unable to attend the

funeral owing. to indispositien,
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