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CRITICISMS MADE 
ARE NOT JUSTIFIED

board it agrees there is much justice 
in the criticisms levelled at.

1 The board cannot conclude , this 
general review of its findings' without 
adding that the report of the inspector- 
general Ignores the good work done by 
Surgeon-General Jones and staff under 
the circumstances of novelty and great 
difficulty. The board has not hesi-

___ . , . . ta ted to criticise those matters wherein
ccrs. In some instances the opinions in its opinion the director of medical 
of these officers were Ignored by com- services has failed but does so with 
toanding officers. Until recently there great reluctance, for it is satisfied

r* j". r**-*-*“"** b~“" « asjsisÆ sas sss,
the staff in England to which this sub- up. With the reorganization proposed 
ject appertains, but the opinion of the the board is unable to concur and has 
hoard Is that in the ahwnm or ventured as the result of the combinedn. hrZ.lt l “ w ® . h experience of its members the sugges-

branch it was the duty of the direc- tion of system it is believed is simple 
lor of medical services tô represent an<* Mkely to be practlcaL 
to the authorities that, a large number The board points out that lack of 
Of unfit men were arriving in England. a!L orkantz<Hi Canadian staff was a 

Col, Bruce Misled. V®T. 8trlous handicap to director of
The board states that in some of the de?UDg Ahe

opinions expressed by CoL Bruce lie re^r^Lsubj’sct, ? n°u-effective 
was misled by lack of intimate knowU n1Zt£r*^eJSfrd is rlsrrecd large 
«dg» of army organization, and the ot. soIdl°r* continue to come
inter-relation of the various branches C*£ada unflt t0T service at the
of the service, and that In some of his . T1l® ca*c±J comc under two
criticisms he failed to make allowance Firstly!.men who do
for the sudden expansion of the army not °2“p,y wlth recruiting standards 
board. It states that such importée- a»®; secondly, mep unflt by
tlons as bave existed are rapidly being °/. Physical disability. The first
remedied. In do war in history has cWf* *? th® ™°re numerous. The board 
sickness been so well controlled or understands the recruiting medical of- 
tlie sick and wounded as well cared ncer,*8 °°t required in examination to 
for. consider the apparent age of recruits.

Separation Inadvisable. rïi1a2îtner S’. 0,6 chargc 33 regards
It disagrees with Col. Bruce’s criti- ^>n?s narL°.ws ltaelf

cl sms and recommendations, except in Ah®. seoo'"ld class. The board
one or two minor instances, part- wf1!i,cen UYPnunv 
ticularly with reference to the concen- i,av h jetî who ought not to
tration of Canadian sick and wounded ,jy«*• «“«“ceJ of-
in Canadian hospitals. The board re- lmder the oi# in*vltable 
ports it is impossible in medical ax- Canadian toSTuE?a 
rangements to France to distinguish could not be conducted wUh au 'the 
between Canadian and British wound- care necessary. Thii, it believes mav 
ed, and for various reasons it would have been due partît to inexperience 
be unwise and impracticable to at- of examining medical off cere md 
tempt separation on return of sick partly to hurry, partly to carelessness 
and wounded to the United Kingdom. and lastly, in some instances, to odIh- 

“It will be convenient,’’ says the re- ion of examining medical officers 
port and to summarize the principal i being overridden or ignored by com- 
podnts in Col. Bruce’s report. First *rnandir.g officers. These defects con- 
the concentration of Canadian sick and ; ttoue to exist despite medical ex- 
wounded to Canadian hospitals: aminations by recruiting medical of. 
•secondly, suitability of V. A. D. Hos- fleers, b ybattalion medical officers on 
pi.tals for care and treatment of Can- joining units and before sailing for 
ad Ian soldiers: thirdly, the system of England. The remedy lies to more 
medical boards. stringent examinations. Medical offi-

Unfair Criticisms. S5!,_2hould he responsible, as in the
As to the allegation of unfitness -“misn service, that recruits of 

among officers selected ‘ for commis- Parent age correspond with declared 
fcions in the Canadian Medicals thru yge- There should be inspectors of 
over age, addiction to alcohol and recruiting familiar with the require- 
other drugs, etc., this board depre- mf°t9 of. the army In the field. No 
cates such unqualified statements, soldier should be permitted to cross 
Had Col. Bruce added what must have 8603 without having been classified by 
been within his knowledge that the a medical board as fit for general sor- 
proportlon of undesirables in the vice. The board has come to the 
corps is as low as any in the service, conclusion that this Important matter 

As in some criticisms he failed to has not received the attention it de­
make allowance for the sudden ex- serves; that the authorities here have 
pansion of the army and unavoidable fa,led to make adequate représenta- 
want of specialized training in auxi- ,°ns regarding the condition of af- 
liary services, such -imperfections as Ja ra that must severely handicap the 
existed rapidly being remedies, it is torce both as regards organization, 
plain truth to say to no war In his- training in the United Kingdom and 
•tory has sickness been so well con- efficiency to field. What share in this 
trolled or sick and wounded so well responsibility Mes with the director of 
cared for. The board, relying on its own medicals the board is not prepared 
observations and evidence laid before to say as the adjutant general’s branch 
it, is abundantly satisfied the Cana- of staff to which the subject aro-
dian sick and wounded have been pertains does not appear to have been
thoroly well cared for, not only in cen- represented in England until recently ri al hospitals which Co.. Bruce criti- The board believe! Tn ao M,“ 
cizes. These letters are the outcome an age branch it was the VbieJof mobilization of the medical re- director the duty ofsources of the United Kingdom and in Te^s neSx? to “
them Canadian wounded soldiers. to iS\ 11 ®ou,rces
are not only well cared for profession- were" that "umbers of
ally but are comforatble and happy at service™™*11* here unflt for 
home. The board desires emphasis to 
its dissent from criticism of these in­
stitutions. which it believes to be un­
just and undeserved.

Regarding the system of the medical

the board, after very careful consider- ment In Canadian rather than British 
ation, has come to the .conclusion that hospitals. The preset* system enables 
the policy therein recommended Is not a Canadian soldier to select, subject 
only unwise but impracticable, hav- to administrative convenience, the 
ing regard to the amount of accom- neighborhood which he desires to be 
inodation that would be required &w- sent to; and while a Canadian from 
tog to the increase in the Canadian time to time asks fo be sent to a par- 

tojEurop»- x tlcular locality, the reason generally Is
•all thru the report of the inspector- to be near relatives and is not gen- 

general, the report continues, “the trally associated with treatment or 
dominating idea in the conception of comfort In imperial hospitals. 
the Canadian force is something sepa- board does not suggest that existing 
tate and apart from the imperial Canadian hospitals be given up, doe* 
army s conception. It may be sum- not object to reasonable extension of 
.narized as a water-tight compart- them, but even without extension there >
.nent policy. In such matters the is no reason why any Canadian sol- 
medical board is of opinion that so dier’s desire to be treated to a Cana- 
long as the Canadian force remains dian hospital should not be met. Even 
on integral part of the imperial army, if sufficient separate accommodation

Î IXOLJ* m>£Lre. Possible In the could be provided the collection of 
United Kingdom that in France, and Canadian casualties in one area would 
so long as the Canadian troops con- either necessitate thé retention of a 
-mue to operate under the command- number of empty beds for eventuali- 
cr-in-chief of ' the British force, it ties of war, or if these were used for 
must continue to be impossible to the British then they would not be 
discriminate. , available for Canadian patients. There

No Radical Changes Needed. are twenty thousand Canadians In 
The board does not concur in Col. hospital In the United Kingdom to- 

Bruce’s view that complete reorgan- day and provision for special Canadian 
tzatlon from top to bottom of the hospitals for them all would necessitate 
Canadian medical service 1s necessary, additional accommodation for. nine 
In its opinion, the reforms he sug- "thousand without allowing for battle 
greate would not remedy the defects casualties. Deducting these provided 
he deplores, which are not due to .the for by special accommodation and 
system but to Inexperience on the part others ready-to be returned to Canada, 
of the officers, military and medical, there would remain about four thous­
and ,to defaults of administrataion In and additional beds to be provided, in- 
the face of the enemy. The board solving capital expenditure of a mil­
ls aware these considerations of high **°n dollars. The question of cost can- 
policy do not strictly come within its not be considered apart from that of 
purview, but cannot refrain from ad- existing arrangements of whereby Can- 
vertising to this aspect because it would edlana are kept in imperial hospitals
almost appear as if thé report under at.a ®°8t ‘hree shillings a head dally, when reciprocal service is undo- con-
consideration was based upon a con- " ^" afJhe average cost of Canadians sidération. In all these points the board
ctptlon that the Canadian forces had a"a“lan hospitals, as of British in is opposed to the policy suggested bv 
a similar relation to the British armies °.,ÎL°8î>ltale’ ls slx *•> seven shil-
as that held by the allied nations. =mgs’ difference is due to cost of per- 

Col. Bruce’s Mistake. and. e?ulPment. It is right to
The policy that the board ventures , 1 ?'™llarly British patient*

to attribute to Ool. Bruce would have ™alntained in Canadian hospitals at
prevented the use of Canadian medical nhtim^!, <itar?ie,of three shillings, but
unite in the Mediterranean, because in the balance of advantage is
Canadian troops did not happen to be and ri Ca,nadlaa Government,
employed in that theatre and also of i poI(ay were adopted
establishing Canadian hospitals in agreemento^^S!8».01 thla reciprocal 
Paris for the French sick and wounded. i-hZi1 would be very much dimin- 
Indeed, the sending of Canadian med.1- 
cal units to. the Mediterranean is criti­
cized from this very point.

Distribution of Casualties.
Reverting to distribution of Can­

adian casualties the report says, de- 
n>ite the position of Canadian and 
British soldiers returning to England 
being different, practically speaking 
the system of distribution satisfactory 
in the case of the British soldier need 
not be inefficient in the case of Can­
adians. What Is required to meet the 
special circumstances oif the Canadian 
soldier is and extension of system to 
Canadian convalescent hospitals and 
organized co-operation.

Regarding inspection between Can­
adian and imperial services, the board 
believes it is quite impracticable to 
collect Canadian casualties at the base 
in France, and it would be difficult and 
inconvenient to direct them solely to 
Canadian hospitals in England, 
board considers it unwise 
grounds, believing it to the best in-7 
tercets that Canadian and British 
Should meet one another.

As illustrative of Canadian senti­
ment on the matter would remark 
that Canadian hospitals in Beach bor­
ough, Taplow and Orpington are gov­
erned by explicit provisos

ships rather than' returning invalids 
by transport.

Regarding V. A. D. hospitals, inves-. 
tigation of the board does not support 
allegations of inefficiency. The stan­
dard of professional efficiency natur­
ally varies, but 
even in the spec 
Bruce’s direction for grave indict­
ment contained in his report that a 
good deal of the surgery is toad. If 
patients bAve been retained too long 
K has been caused by insufficient ac­
commodation in Canadian convalescent 
hopithls. and delays in connection with 
Canadian casualty assembly centres. 

Rem a i kg Resented.
“The comments made in Bruce’s re­

port on V.A.P. hospitals have been 
widely resented This board Is of 
opinion these strictures are uniusttiled 
arid regrettable. While the board agrees 
with Bsgce that patients Wald some­
times be more :\dvantagoousty treated 
in and more speedily evacuated from 
large military hospitals, the advan­
tages of the V.A-D. system should not 
be overlooked. The board found Ca­
nadian patients well fed. comfortable 
and happy, receiving an amount of 
earn oniy possible in institutions or­
ganized on the line of the home. This 
has been an enormous asset in 'the 
case of soldiers widely separated from 
kith and kin. 
agree that the employment of Canadian 
medical personnel should be conflntai 
Purely to Canadian institutions.
"that Canadian ambulance ’ servies 
should not be used by imperial pa­
tients. If atilustment is required la 
these regards it should be dealt with

CHASED HIS WIFE 
REVOLVER INH

board Is also satisfied there are in the 
United Kingdom a large number of 
Canadian invalids who ifiight be sent 
back to Canada, but whom It has beer, 
impossible to repatriate because the 
available accommodation in Canada 
has been insufficient.

The necessity for continuance of 
past harmony between the Red Cross*rrmatïiM#» to both the British. Canadian and1VOI18taDle 
medical service is unquestioned. The 
board is of opinion ttoe discovery of 
"admitted irregularities at once place,
Taplow, does not vitiate the policy of 
relations hitherto obtaining. It feels 
bound to add that glaring departures 
from accepted service methods of ad­
ministration passed unnoticed at Sur­
geon-General Jones’ Inspection.

b Now in Jail Charged Wk| 
Shooting to

there is no ground 
tal reports made by

A
(Continued From Page 1).

Appeared and 
Angry Husband Took to 1 

His Heels.
The

/

FIRED ON POLICEMAN

pire must toe pooled to the utmost in 
this %truggle, therefore, the inter­
change of personnel is desirable an 1 
necessary in the interests of both ser­
vices. That the very instances quoted toy 
Bruce seem to prove the desirability of 
su oh interchange and advantage to tho 
Canadian forces of participation of 
officers in special investigations is too 
obvious to require justifldAtan. The 
board believes that the policy adopted 
by Dr. Jones commends itself to the 

The board cannot authorities, for which there is abundant 
precedent to other branches of the 
service.

or The statement that from many points 
of view the interests of the two ser­
vices clash is contradicted by the 
evidence. The D. D. M. D„ eastern 
command, on whose initiative the ap­
pointment was made, states Colonel 
Rennie is one of the best A. t>. M. S.’s 
in the eastern command. The hoard 
is satisfied that this arrangement has 
been, and is a good and satisfactory 
one in regaitl to both Canadian and 
British interests.

A special hospital such as Ramsgate 
is essential as if the treatment had 
been delayead until the patient could 
be sent to Canada the beneficial are- 
suits of early trtatment would not be 
attained, the board appreciates. MBCho 
many cases have been adamitte<Qpid 
detained there whose immediate tljns- 
fer to Canada was desirable, the boarifc* 
holds that Buxton Hospital serves a 
useful purpose.

The board agrees that there is a 
necessity for reformation in the medi­
cal board situation and in the classi­
fication of casualties, and it to of the 
opinion that an easy solution' would 
be the adoption of the British system 
so far as is applicable.

The statement that certain medical 
units are not serving, except in- a 
small proportion of cases, the Cana­
dian sick and wounded! in France is 
not true, so far as the thirteen field 
ambulances referred to are concerned, 
while, as regards casualty clearing 
stations and stationary and general 
hospitals, it is obvious that their em­
ployment on the line of communica­
tion necessitates their being used for 
all the troops using that line.

Kill.

Attracted by the sound of quarreling "i 
to 136 Cooper avenue about 7 o’clock 
yesterday morning, C.P.R. Constable 1 
Shi mm ran to the house, where he found 
Michael Mugnl chasing Ids wife with t 
revolver. When he espied the police- ■ 

Mugnl sought to escape, and1 
doubled along the C.P.R. tracks, with! 
Constable Shimm in hot pursuit The’’ 
policeman gained on Mugnl. and caughti 
him opposite the corporation yards on,*- 
Symington avenue. Mugnl shot twice at.

policeman while retreating. j
* While the chase was on a telephone 
meeeage was cent to Keelc street policed 
station tv the effect that there was a 
fight in progress at the above address * 
Policeman 316 was accordingly despatch- I 
ed to the scene, but on arriv&l found 
Mugnl gone. In the meantime O.P.K. 
Constable Shimm had communicated 
news of the affair to the police station, 
and when Policeman 315 reported his - 
non-success, he was sent on the trail 
of the railway constable. Muent was ' 
taken to Keele street police station, and j 
charged with shooting at C.P.R. Con- S 
stable Shimm with intent to kill. • '. | 

Domestic Trouble Started It. ;
According to the police, the shooting ' 

was th- outcome of domestic trouble be- 
tween husband and wife, who lisd only™ 
been married about two months. O 
to constant bickering Mrs. Mugnl 
gone to live with her mother, Mrs 
Drysdale. at 135 Cooper avenue On New 
Year's Eve' Mugnl visited his wife at 
her mother’s home, and when -she re-’ï 
fused to return home he used her rough­
ly. The following morning he reappear- » 
ed with a 32-calibre revolvêr, with whtdtgj 
he threatened his wife and shot at thin 
policeman.
house and Mrs. Mugnl showed signs 
rough, treatment. Mrs. Mugnl’s injui 
may necessitate her removal to the h 
pltal. The Mugnls lived at S6 Wiftsl 
avenue.
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Bruqe and in agreement with that 
tied out b/ -Jones.

0.01-

Medical Corps’ Services.
The board is in profound disagree­

ment with the view that the Canadian 
Medical Corps’ personnel should not 
be associated with the British ser­
vice in scientific enquiries and other 
work. On the contrary, it is of opin­
ion Such participation in both is de­
sirable and necessary In the best in­
terests of the two services. The board, 
too, is at variance with the contention 
that the services of the Canadian 
Medical Corps should In the main be 
confined to Canadian troops. The field 
ambulances serve primarily Canadian 
formations, but in the case of the line 
of communication units their work 
must of necessity be largely with 
other than Canadians. This aspect of 
the case, it is fair to say, was repudi­
ated by Bruce when pieced before him. 
The* board feels bound to place on re­
cord that In come» of the opinions ex­
pressed by Bruce/he is misled by lack 
of intimate knowledge of army orga­
nization and of the inter-relation of 
■the various branches.

Should Stay In Ottawa.
- The reiport goes on to say: It would 
be better If Canadian consultants were 
appointed to the Imperial army in­
stead of being confined to Canadian 
hospitals.

Referring to the allegation that there 
have been many errors in diagnosis 
and treatments, the board to decidedly 
of the opinion that there is no cause 
for alarm. Such erreurs as have coma 
to notice are incidental exigencies of 
active service and do not prevail to 
as great an extent as in the ordinal 
course of practice in civil hospitals 
whether to Europe or Canada.

The board is of the opinion that it 
would toe preferable that the head of 
the medical service should remain in

ïZS&æTÏ ma- ^v^n^s X
UtotedCKtogdomnt ^ to^riaffiSfdue^ô

are

*3Cost Not Obstacle.
tbese questions have been con­

sidered on a money basis, the board
tirtteVtoethrt C°Uld be established 
«tot the Canadian soldier suffered 
Crcim toeing treated in imperial! torw,-
n4of£Ulit,nv?aCail!dlBJ1 G6vernment would 
"°l°°.nslder «be «x»t in any way, but 
there to ample evidence Canadian eol-

<n0t ®u?ered from being’ 
treated in imperial hospital®. This 
important subject has been dealt with 
at, 8°™e length, because the chief con- 
«rtdenrtian in the reorganization sug­
gested by Bruce is policy'of preferen 
tial treatment, which the board con­
siders impracticable in application, end 
believes unwise and opposed to Can­
adian sentiment.
, '^lhe cannot agree there
“Ch of efficient medical Inspection in 
hospitals, but, while not reflecting on 
the efficiency of these inspections the 
b°a5d wtth BruCe and Jones
that addütional inspection of Canadian 
hospital patients in British hospitals 
to desirable from the Canadian stand­
point. There to evidence that the de- 
sirabiHty of special Inspections was 
not fully recognized by the then D. M. 
8. until July, this yeux. The board is 
of the opinion this policy with which 
the board is in comp fete

:ip-

Both the interior of;

HUNS BRUTALLY TREAT
PRINCESS OF SAXON1

Husband Shuts Her up in Cor 
vent, Hastening Death>

Special Cable to The Toronto World.
* Rome. Jan. 1.—An amazing stor; 
concerning the alleged vile treatmen 
accorded Princess Luise of Saxony a 
the hands of the Germans is publlutu- 
in the newsparer Nuo Giomale.

The paper says the facts are basM 
unon the information of “an Amcricai 
lady.”

It is said that the princess was sur 
prised by -ayents while in q. hospital ii 
Belgium. German soldiers seizing ho 
and sending her to the King of Saxony 
who shut her uç in a convint, deolnr 
ing that she was mad.

The princess, the story goes, valitlj 
attempted to flee from the con von 
and finally succeeded to communient- 
ing with her guardians. However. Ivy 
dreadful traiment hastened her dentil

is

The 
on broad

CABINET MINISTERS
TO ATTEND FUNERAL

By a Staff Reporter.
Ottawa. Jan. 1.—A number of cabi­

net ministers left this afternoon for 
Montreal, to attend the funeral of the 
Hon. T. Chase 
morning.

Sir Thomas White and Hon. J. D. 
Retd wlh represent Ontario: Hon. P. 
E. Blondin and Hon. E. L. Paten- 
?A'de, Quebec; Hon. Robert Rogers 
western Canada, and Hen. J. p. Ha- 
zen, the Maritime Provinces. The prime 
minister will be unable to attend the 

The funeral owing, to indisposition.

. . on the part
of the donors that they are not to be 
confined to treatment of Canadians 
That suqh a policy would be 
sive is certain.

Conversation with many Canadian 
soldiers in different hospitals, officers 
and others failed to discover any gen­
eral sentiment among the Canadian 
troops in favor of their exclusive treat-

open 
men 

general
Caagratn tomorrow„ . . sympathy

should have been initiated at an earlier 
period. ....expen-

Restore Hospital Plan.
In Dr. Bruce’s report a return to 

the policy o< Canadian hospitals tor 
Canadian wounded is advocated. There 
is much to be said on both sides,, but
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