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moved. Thai example he endeavoured faith-

fully and unostentatiously to maintain. And

though his departure was so sudden and un-

expected, and death overtook him in circum-

stances which deprived hira of the presence of

tliose whose kind offices of alfection would

have been ministered to him in the closing

scenes of life ; and although the stroke of

death came so suddenly as to deny him the op-

portunity even to arise and trim his lamp, yet

the cry "behold the bridgeroom cometh" surely

took not such a man by surprise, but found

him ready—firm in the faith wherein he had

stood so long, and in the blessed hope of glo-

rious immortality ! We reverently bow to this

dispensation of God's providence wliich has

thus deprived us, as a congregation, of the fur-

ther presence and counsel of an honoured

member and a valued office bearer—we cherish

his memory now that ho is hidden from our

eyes amid the dark shadows of the tomb—we

offer our respectful and heartfelt sympathy to

sorrowing relatives who lament his unexpected

departure. We hear the solemn truth as it

comes in distant echoes from the grave where the

righteous rest in peace, that decay and deatli,

which thus have their triumph over all that is

earthly in the condition and the hopes of man,
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