
One would think, if Lfitin oan be learnod at all, timt
four yciir.s at any Srliuol uhpre it id tauglit uliould <;ive

a boy a fair itisight into the lan^uapo.

But wliMi aro the facts '? Thene four years suffice only
to give a boy, however bri^iii he may be, a very vat^nie

and theor* f ical view of Latin. If we question liim^ \\\, will

find that h.) knows a Binattcrins of grammar, that he has
at least a small vocabalary of Latin words, and when a
short siin])le Latin sentence is shown him, he can fre-

quently make some attempt at translating it. We cai.not
Btick him at declining nouns or adjectives ; and as to
conj jgatmg verbs, he can do this sleeping or waking.
But liow much real Latin does he know? Giveniman

extract'from Caesar or Cicero—I mean sometliing he has
not already learned by heart—and what can he make of
it ? Nothing more than he could of hieroglyphics. To
take up a piece of Latin and translate it as'he might a
piece of French or German, is something which we need
not expect of the youth who has just graduated from a
High School. Four years at a High Scliool may enable
him to talk learnedly about declensions and conjugations,
and to go through certain rigmaroles, which, to one unac-
quainted with Latin, may sound like wisdom, but four
Buch years rarely suffice to give him any real knowl^da*
of the Latin language.

Let us allow this boy, therefore, four more years—not
at School this time, but at College—and see how much
Latin he will know at the end of his course. Eiglit years'
fftrf- -f 1-7 !.-3gii»««, we think, should be sufficient to
make the dullest Htudt at quite familiar with it. But we are


