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rate information of the true state of affairs in that part

of the union, which from its weahh, the number of

its inhabitants, and the known intelligence and ability

of several of its leading men, must naturally possess

a very considerable influence over, and will indeed

probably lead the other eastern states of America in

the part that they may take at this important crisis.

I shall not pretend to point out to you the mode by
which you will be most likely to obtain this important

information ; your own judgment and the connec-

tions which you may have in the town, must be your
guide. I think it however necessary to put you on
your guard against the sanguineness of an aspiring

party ; the federalists, as I understand, have at all

times discovered a leaning to this disposition, and
their being under its particular influence at this mo-
ment, is the more to be expected from their having

no ill founded ground for their hopes of being nearer

the attainment of their object than they have been for

some years past.

In the general terms which I have made use of in

describing the object which I recommend to your at-

tention, it is scarcely necessary that I should observe,

I include the state of the public opinions, both with

regard to their internal politics, and to the probability

of a war with England ; the comparative strength of

the two great parties into which the country is divid-

ed, and the views and designs of that which may ulti-

mately prevail.

It has been supposed that if the federalists of the

eastern states should be successful in obtaining that

decided influence, which may enable them to direct

the public opinion, it is not improbable that rather

than submit to a continuance of the difiiculties and
distress to which they are now subject, they will ex-

ert that influence to bring about a separation from the

general union. The earliest information on this sub-

ject may be of great consequence to our government.
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