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fellows, and not deftitute of men of capacity

amongft them, ihey began a piratical war
upon the Spaniards. At firft they fatisfied

themfelves with taking their fhips and de-

ftroying their trade ', which they did efFedtu*

ally 5 but foon, encouraged ahd ftrengthened

by this fuccefs, they landed upon the conti-

nent of New-Spain and Terra Firma, burning
and plundering the open country. Their
boldnefs and number increafing with their

fuccefs, they aflaulted and took fome of their

ilrongeil fortrelTes and moft opulent towns.

They took Portobello, Campeachy, Maracai-

bo, Gibraltar, and the fortrefs of Chagra^
they even took the city of Panama by ftorm,

and burned it, after defeating an army which
came to beat them off. In all which placesi

and in the others which they had taken, they

gained an incredible booty, and committed
the moft unheard-of cruelties. Another party

of thefe pirates palTed the ftreights of Magel-
lan, and entering into the South-Sea, turned

the whole coaft of Peru, Chili, and thd

Eaft of Mexico, into one fcene of defolation j

every where attended with fuccefs, becaufei

every where acting with a bravery and con-

duct, that in any other caufe had merited the

higheft honours.

It is not a little furprifing, at firft view, that

all the great things which were done in this

iiew world, were either done by adual pirates,
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