
predictions that I have maii<: as to iheir extinction, which I am certain is near

at hand. In the above extravagant instance, at a season when their skins

were witliout fur and not worth taking off, and their camp was so well

stocked with fresh and dried meat, that tliey had no occai^ion t..r using the

Hi'sh, there is a fair exhibition of tiie improvident ciiaracter of tlie savage,

and also of his recklessness in catering for his appetite, so long as the present

inducements arc held out to him in his country, for its gratihcation.

In this lingular country, where the poor Indians have no laws or regulation!

of society, making it a vice or un impropriety to drink to excess, they think it

no harm to indulge in the delicious beverage, as lotig as they are able to buy

whiskey to drink. They look to white men as wiser tiian themselves, and

able to set them examples—they see none of these in their country but sellers

of whiskey, who are constantly tendering it to them, and mostof them setting

the example by using it themselves ; and they easily acquire a taste, that to

be catered for, where whiskey is sold at sixteen dollars per gallon, soon

impoverishes them, and must soon strip the skin fro.xi the last buffalo's back

that lives in their country, to " be dressed by their squaws" and vended to

the Traders for a pint of diluted alcohol.

From the above remarks it will be seen, that not only the red men, but

red men and white, have aimed destruction at the race of these animals ; and

with them, beasts have turned hunters^ of buffaloes in this country, slaying

them, however, in less numbers, and for far more laudable purpose than that

of selling their skins. The white wolves, of which I have spoken in a former

epistle, follow the herds of buffaloes as I have said, from one season to

another, glutting themselves on the carcasses of those that fall by the deadly

shafts of their enemies, or linger with disease or old age to be dispatched by

these sneaking cormorants, who are ready at all times kindly to relieve tliem

from the pangs of a lingering death.

Whilst the herd is together, the wolves never attack them, as they instantly

gather for combined resistance, which they effectually make. But when
the herds are travelling, it often happens that an aged or wounded one,

lingers at a distance behind, and when fairly out of sight of the herd, is set

upon by these voracious hunters, which often gather to the number of fifly or

more, and are sure at last to torture him to death, and use him up at a

meal. The buffalo, however, is a huge and furious animal, and when his

retreat is cut off, makes desperate and deadly resistance, contending to the

last moment for the right of life—and oftentimes deals death by wholesale,

to his canine assailants, which he is tossing into the air or stamping to death

under his feet (plate 113),

During my travels in these regions, I have several times come across such

a gang of these animals surrounding an old or a wounded bull, where it would

spem, from appearances, that they had been for several days in attendance,

and at intervals desperately engaged in the effort to take his life. But a

short time since, as one of my hunting companions and myself were retum»
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