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If This incident made us both angry and crest-fallen. "We

were annoyed at being so roughly spoken to; at the same

time we felt we had deserved it, and were ashamed of the

misconduct. Then, too, we had lost confidence in our

colonel, after the poor figure he cut in the affair. He was

a good fellow, the colonel, and showed himself a brave

one next day; but he aimed too much at being popular,

and didn't understand a bit how to command.

To resume : We had scarcely reached the hill above the

town, which we were told was to be our bivouac for the

night, when the welcome news came that a food train had

arrived at the station ; but there were no carts to bring

the things up, so a fatigue party went down and carried

back a supply to us in their arms—loaves, a ban^el of

rum, packets of tea, and joints of meat—abundance for

all ; but there was not a kettle or a cooking pot in the

regiment, and we could not eat the meat raw. The

colonel and oflScers were no better off". They had

arranged to have a regular mess, with crockery, steward,

and all complete, but the establishment never turned up,

and what had become of it no one knew. Some of us

were sent back into the town to see what we could pro-

cure in the way of cooking utensils. We found the

street full of artillery, bap-gage waggons and mounted

officers, and volunteers shopping like ourselves ; and all

the houses appeared to be occupied by troops. We suc-

ceeded in getting a few kettles and saucepans, and I

obtained for myself a leather bag, with a strap to go over

the shoulder, which proved very handy afterwards ; and,

thus laden, we trudged back to our camp on the hiU, fill-

ing the kettles with dirty water from a little stream


