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' Housp, to a breach of tlio oixlers then being committed. In debate, it b con-

I

trary to order to mention any member by name ; tlie same rule prevails in Com-
I mittee of the Whole, except as regards the Cliairman, who i» called by IiIh name,
and not Mr. Chairman.

OiuoiXATixo BiM<8.—All Bills relating to i>iiblic income and expenditure, and
all Bills usually called Money Bills, must originate in the Commons, and bo
hitroduced by the Government. (For fuller details see Bills.)

I'rivii.koks of Parmamfnt.—There are three kinds.

Ist. The privileges which ajjpertain to members individually.

2nd. These which belong to the House in its collective capacity.

3rd. These which belong to the House jointly.

Amongst the jirivileges which the Commons claim, are :

—

The power of committing individuals to prison—the ])ower of publishing
matters whi<>h, if not issuing' from such high authority, might become the sub-

ject of proceedings in a Court of Ijiw, —tiie power of directing the Law Officers

of the Crown to prosecute persons accused of oflences against the laws, or affect-

ing the privileges of Parliament,—and finally of doing anything not directly

contravening an existing Act of Parliament, which may bo necessary for the
vindication and protection of its own rights, in the exercise of its own > onstitu-

tional functiors. Questions of ])rivilege take precedence of all other proceed-
ings, and are al\;'nys in order. The privileu'es claimed by individual members
are—freedom of speech and pei-son, including freedom from legal arrests and
seizure under process froi.i the Coiuts of Law and equity. Tiiis does not extend
to indictable offences or to actual contempts of the Courts of Justice. Members
of Parliament are exempt from all duti"s, the performance of which might
interfere with their j)ronipt attendance to their Parliamentary calls. Privilege
of Parliament, such as it is, continues for a convenient time after prorogation
and dissolution.

"1 Royal Asskxt.—The Act by which the Crown agrees to a Bill is called the
Royal Assent ; this assent is usually givn at the end of a Session, unless thwe
is urgent necessity for the Act becomin;^ Law without loss of time, in which case

the Governor General, or the person administenng tlu* Government, comes down
to the L'^pper House, and there, in the presence of both Houses, gives his assent.

When this is done, either at the close of the Session or on a special occasion,

the (Tovernor (ieneral being seated on the throne, the House of Commons is

summoned to the bar of the I'pper House; b ing there, the Clerk or Clerk
Assistant reads the title of th(» Bill, and hands it to the ( hief Clerk, who snys in

both Knglishand French: " In the nam<! of Her Majesty the Queen, His Excel-
" lency the Governor ( Jeneral sanctions this Bill," to which His Excellency mani-
fests his assent. Bills to which the Royal assent is not given, are not noticed, but
are mentioned hi the " (JlKeial Gazette '' as having been reserved for Her
Majesty's consideratioii. Unless a reserve is nnule in the Act itself, as -r)on as

the Jioyal Assent is given, the Act becon>es a law, and can be proceeiled on
before any competent Court. = r> ?" ^

Sergkant-at-Arms.—This officer, although in attendance on the House of
Oonimons, is a])pointe<l by th(» Crown. It is his duty to obey the conmiands of
the House, to apj)rehend and take intf) custody all thosf^ who are conunitted for

any offence by the House. All the messengers and seivanls of the House,
except the Clerks, are under his orders. He has his seat at the Bar of tlie

House, and directs nil arrangements for the maintenance of onler in the
approaches to, or the galleries of the House. He is of course in immediate
att'^ndnnce upon the Si^eaker, from whom he takes all orders, connected with
his duties.

Skssion —The Session is the term occupied by Parliament from its com-
mencement to its prorogation. An adjournment does not close a Session. I'ar-


