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like the surroumlinfr country with ninfs ; and as they propepch'd,

tlie timber f^rew .so eh)sely, addetl to a thick mi(U'r^-i'o\vtli ot'

])iishes, that it appean-d almost iinpossibh' to proceed with their

hor."«es. The farther they advanced th« more their dilHcultics

Beemed to increase ;
ob«tach"« of various kinds inipcth'd their

projrress—fallen trees, tlieir hranches tanjrled and matted toire-

ther; lar«re rocks and dcpjt ravines; holes in the irround, into

wliich their animiils would Im* lu'ccipitated without the po.Hsibility

of avoiding them ; and a liumlred other dirticulties.

After travellin<f for six miles throujrh this defile, two of tlie

party, Ciiptain Wyeth nnd the exjHM*ienced hunter Ilichardson,

8et out to explore the forffrround, and look for a pass throu^"-!!

the mountains. They returned next morninpf with the mortify-

injr intellii>;ence that no pass (!ould be found. They had climbed
to the very summit of the hii^he.st peaks above the snow and the

reiich of vefjetation, and tin; only proMjiect they had was a con-

fused mass t)f hufje an<,''ular rocks, over which a wild jroat could

scarcely make his way. The captain also ha<l a narrow escape

from b«!in«jf dashed to pieces durin^jf the excui'sion. lie was
walkinfjc on a ridg-e which sloped from the top at an !in|i'le of

about forty deiri'ees, and tei-minated ;it its lower part in a per-

j)eiulicular precipice of a thousand or twelve hundred feet. He
was moving alonji' in the snow cautiously, near the lower edtre,

in order to attain a more level sjK)t beyond, wlien his feet slippjal

and he fell. Before he could attempt to fix himself tlrndy, he slid

down the declivity till within a few feet of the fi'i<;htful pi-ecipice.

At the instant of his fall, he had tlie presence of mind to plant

the rifle which he held in one hand, and his knife which he drew
from the scabbard with the other, into the snow, and as he almost
tottered on the verge, he succeeded in checking: himself, an J.

holdin<^ his body perfectly still. He then gradually moved, first

the rifle and then the knife, backwaixl up the slanting hill behind
him, and fixing them firmly, drew up his body parallel to them.
In this way he moved slowly and surely until he had gained his

former position, when, without further uifticulty, he succeeded in

rea(.'hing the more level land.

Disappointed in finding a pass through the mountains at this

point, the party altered the bearing of their route, and at last

they came upon the i*emains of a recent encampment of Indians.

Following the trail of these Indians, they entered a valley similar

to that which they had just explored, and terminating in a path

over the mountains. Yv Townsend thus describes their tt)ilsome

inarch across these heights. '' The commencement of the Alpine

path was, however, far better than we had ex})ected, and we
entertained the hope that tlie passage could be made without

difficulty or much toil ; but the farther we progressed, the more
laborious the travelling became. Sometimes we mounted steep

banks of intermingled flinty rock and friable slate, where our

horses could scarcely obtain a footing, frequently sliding down
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