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€76 ABORIGINES OF AMERICA.

formerly distinguished the American savages,
is very generally upon the decline, as will ap-

pear by the followmg narrative of what lately

passed at a council of one of the most consider-
able tribes.

At a conference which Captains Lewis and
Clarke held with the tribe of the Sioux Indians,

after they were all seated, their grand chief rose

Up, and addressed them thus :

—

* I see before me my great father's (the presi-

dent's) two sons. You see me and the rest of
our chiefs and warriors. We are veiy poor,

we have neither powder, nor balls, nor knives

;

and our women and children have no clothes.

I wish that, as my brothers have given me a

flag and a medal, (which had been presented
him), thev would ^ve something to those poor
people, i will bring the chiefs of the Pawnaws
and Mahas together and make peace between
them ; but it ^s better that I should do it than

my great father's 8ons,^or theyjvill listen to

me more readily. I wentJ[b^eriy to the Eng-
Hlih^ and they gave me a medal«a^ some clothes

;

^hen I went to the Spanish,4hey gave me a
medal, but nothing to keep it from my skin

;

but now you give me a medal and clothes.

—

Still ..we are poor; and I wish, brothers, you
would give us something for our sqiiaws.'

—

When he had done, another chief, Mahtoree,
that is. White Crane, rose :

• I have listened,'

said he, ' to our father's words, and I am to-day

flad to see how you have dressed our old chief;

am a young man, and do not wish to talk

much ; my fathers have made me a chief; I had
much sense before, but now I think I have more
than ever. What the old chief has declared I

will confirm ; but I wish you would take pity

on us, for we are very pooi.'

Such language as this is very unlike the in-

dependence which we are so apt to suppose an
essential ingredient in the character of a savage.

Indeed the complaints of poverty, and the sup-

plicating tone which we find here, could only

belong to savages who had been corrupted by
their mtercourse with civilized nations. The
undisguised vanity of the White Crane is the

only genuine trait of savage character which
this conference presents us with.

The enumeration of the various tribes and
clans of American savages would be tedious

;

and a list of four hundred barbarous names
would little interest the reader. The Iroquois

of iAkC French are five clans joined in an old

confederacy of dfence and defence. The Mo>
hawks were on the south of the river so called;
while the others were extended ' towards the
lake Ontario. The Hurons were on the east of
the lake of that name. But after the Mexicans,
the chief tribe of North America was that of
the Natchez, near the mouth of the Mississippi

:

they are distinguished for their adoration or the
sun. The Sioux possess a vast tract of country
b(»dering on the Missouri and the Mississippi.

They are a very warlike people, anU the dread
of the neighbouring tribes." Major Pike ob-
serves, that • their gutteral pronunciation, high
cheek bones, their visages, and distinct manners,
together with their own traditions, supported
by the testimony of neighbouring nations, put
it in my mind beyond the shadow of a doubt,
that they have emigrated fit>m the north-west
point of America, to which they bad come
across the narrow straits, whi(^ in that quarter
divide the two continents, and are absokitely
descendants of a Tartar tribe.'

The Osage Indians appear to have emigrated
from the north and west, and fT6ni their speak-
ing the same language with the jEanies, Ottoei»
Aussouries, and Mahaws, tog^ftKnr with one
great similarity of manners, morale and cus-

toms, there is left no room to doubts tiiat they
were originally the same nation ; but aeparated
by those great laws of nature, scdf-preaervation,

the love of freedom, and the ambition of variom
characters, so inherent in the breast of man.—*
The manners of the Osage are diflerent ftum
those of any nation, (except those before nkos-

tioned of the same origin^ having th^ people
divided into classes, aU tne bulk of the natien
being warriors and hunters, the term being al-

most synonymous with them ; the rest are di-

vided into two classes, cooks and doctors, the
latter of whom likewise exercise the functions
of priests or magicians, and have great influence
on the councils of the nation, by their pretend-
ed divinations, interpretations of dreams, and
magical performances. The cooks are either
for the general use, or attached particularly to
the family of some great man ; and what is the
more singular is, that frequently persons who
have been great warriors, and brave men, hav-
ing lost all their families by disease or in war,
and themselves becoming old and infirm, fre-

quently take up the profession of a cook, in
which they do not c&ny arms, and are support-

ed by the public, or by their particular patron.


