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More invaUds were crammed into us ; and our sliip

was now certainly an " hospital " adrift, floating about

and endeavouring to resuBcitate unfortunates in their last

stagc'H of life, by change of air. The anchor was again

weighed—for the last tirae.

Several vessels were passefl and spoken with, but from

none did we get any important, or even interesting news.

Passing through the Azores, we struck a iwrjioise, which

was indeed a treat ; our provisions were already getting

both short and had, hoiliug uway in cooking to less than

half their weight.

Before arriving in th .' Channel, the invalids from

China and the Coast of Africa were the best-looking

and most healthy men in the vessel ; they looked

strong and robust when [daced in contrast by our

poor follows, who had undergone such changes and

extremes of climate—now in their seccnth year.

An unfortunate accident occurred to one of the boys,

while reefing the mizon-topsail. He fell from th»' yard

on the poop—horrihly mangled I When I looked in his

face, I reallvclid not know who it was; I could roco^nizo

no feature. This was the second, under exactiv siniihir

circumstances.

On Hearing the Channel, with a plea&rtnt W.N.W.
wind, and lots of comi)any, vessels of all rigs and sizi-s,

our first indication of land was off' the Irish coast, when

we rounded to and sounded, in eighty fathoms, bringing

up ''fine sand and shells." We gazed ';ven on these

particles of the shores of Europe wllh deligat, consiilering

mrselves now fairly within roacli of oiu* homes, and could

f,hiid\ of nothing el.sr. At dayliglit ntxt morning, heiu'ld


