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be ill tlu- liiiinis of t'Viiy iiuiiiIkt, \\v tiiui Imt Iwu

Copii'S. Thin, nKiiin. show.-* tlio extent of uur ctiin-

munitiitinn with Ciumila. Her Mnjcsty's Giivcrnmcnl

serin to tliiiik lliiit they know l>e>t whut is lor our

interest, and it i^eenis miicli as If tliey said to ns "You
are u I'rown Co!i>iiy, nml you oiifrlil to rciunin one.

You are not lit to f^overn yourselves ; wc do not want
you ;

we will hand yon over to Canuda.'' 1 would
rather thiit we were jjovcrned fVoin I'owninp Street.

It is not, in my opinion, net-e.-sary or desinilile lliat

tliis Colony sliuuld he Confederated u illi Canada. Ami
uow, Sir, let ns jrlaiiee at lliiri Culony. I need

not diliite u|ion what i^ known to all. I niaintniri,

Sir, that this Colony is one of the rlehest portions oC

the world's surlaec; that it has unlimited supjdies oT

lumber and spars ; that it possesses coal, jrold, and
other minerals in abundance ; that her waters tieni

witli lish ; that it is rich in everything. Take the

climate ; it is far i)ettor than thai of ICn^'land, far

more temperate, far mere hripht and sunny, and, 1

may fairly add, far more lieallhy.

\Vc are asked by the Honourable the Attorney
General why the Country does not jrrt on; and I will

now proceed to tell yon, Si:*, why the Country has

not prospered a^ it ought to have done. It in herause
the Llovernmeiit has paid too little attention lo the

acquisition nf population. One very great drawback
to its progress and the settlement of its land, is it

proxiniity to the I'nited States, ll'iit proximity is one
of the chief reasons that it hay not been peopled a

it would have been ; \vh"n v:e look at, tlie energy and
cnter[)rise there, and at il;e i'.elu wi.ij'- the Cniteil

States oflers for Kmigranta firid tiio euterprisiiig

of all nations, how can wc wonder tl'.nt that

Country is preferred to oui-.= , a-il that people
when they hocome dissatisfied hei-ij, should
leave for the Cnited States. The I'rUed t-'tates hem
us in on every side, it is the X.ition by T.'hi;;!. wc exist

it is the Nation which has Uiado this Color.y what it

is, but, nevertheless, it Is one of our groaltst draw-
backs. Wc do not enjoy her advan'.agPL, nor do we
profit much by tlicm ; we do not nhare her jnosperily,

and we arc far too small to be h-r rival. The efl'ect

of a large body and ft small body being brought into

contact, is, that the larger will attnct the snmller,

ind ultimately absorb it ["yes, ye?)," and "no, no."]
[lion. Member for Kootenay—Ilow about Switzer-

land?]

I say more. Sir, I say that the United States will

probably ultimately absorb both this i'olonvand the

nonunion of Canada ["no, no, no," frcm Mr. Trntch,
Mr. Crease, and others]. Canada will in i.II probability

find it fjuite ns much to her ad\antage to join her
ultimately, aswcdo now to join tlie Dominion. I say,

Sir, that one cause of our want of pro^jienty has been
the neglect of acquisition of i.o[iulaiion, and partic-

ularly of agricultural population. Tiio nej-.t cause is

that we have driv*'n ]>eoplc (.nt of the Colony.
1 need only allude to our having dcpO:-ed the Tree

Trade system. That depoeition tock population
out of the Colony which has never been replaced,

there was a depopulation of the Ciiics wiIhoi;t any
attempt having been made to obtain a substitute

rural population
;
we are now a.-^ked to undergo

another revolution which will ruin our farmers, and
do no sort of good to those engaged iu commercial
pursuits.

I do not intend, Sir, to f How the details of the

proposed terms at present, but there seem items
which I must notice.

I hold in my hands the published returns of the

Custom House receipts for last year, and this doc-
ument show.1 plainly, that no less than halfu million

of dollars arc sent out ofthc C)Iony every ycarfor the
purchase of agricultural prodm-tions, wheat, barley,

flour, and cattle, all of which, considering the fertiliiy

of our soil, its abundance, the magnificent, salubrious,
healthy, sunny, and more than temperate climate, v.'c

ought to produce ourselves; this Colony probably
raises another half million's worlh. If wc ndjpt
the Canadian Tariff we shall throw away this uiillion

of dollars, that i^, the half millinu which we raise,

and the half million which can be raiscil, nnil for

what? Kor the sake nf problematical benefits which
BOm^ tbiuk likely to arise from (Confederation. If

Confederation should come and bring with it the
TnrifV of Canada, and it will do so, the great induce-
ments which we now have to attract popnhition. will

be taken away. So far from Corifederation benefiting

the ro.nmereial community, I say it is much rather
calculated to do them harm. No doubt if public
works arc umicrtaken, as we are told will be the case
under Confederation, employment vrill be giren for a

time, but the supplies required will come from tho

Cnilcd States, and our public works will actually bo

of more beiudit lo ihe Cuited Stiites, dnringlheir con-

st ruction, than this Colony. What we want, is an enlar-

ged outlet tnr our resources We want in:irkeiH for our
coal and lunilnr. «e want our local iriduslries fo.steretl,

and all of these can he obtained by u juilieious

ariangement v( nur own Tarilf. Next, we want agri-

cultural ptquilalitin, and any itirrease of this kind of

population must depend upipii the eneourtigenient

given. If our agricultural interests arc hit without
eiieouragcmcnt, we shall ni>t gel an inerensed ajjri-

cultunvl population; and, therefore, the com, try \vitl

not reii]i so much bt-nilit I'rwui public works, as tho

supplies will i-onie from the I'nited Slates.

We shall liuil it diniiiil'. Sir. lo get a Tariff from
Camida that will suit us. and 1 think that 1 shall bo

able to show you. Sir, that Confederalion will not
proilu<-e population. An.vthing that deprives this

Coliuiy of the powi-r of protecting the local indn.striea

and interests (tf the Colony, anti of regulating and
fostering its commerce and trade, eannot be otherwise
than dangerous anil injurious to the rountry.

1 feel perfeclly sure, Sir. thiil if Confederation

should come, l)riniring with it tlie Tari'f of Canada,
nut only will the farmers be ruined, but our inde-

pendence will be taken away; it will deprive our
local industries of the protection now affonled them,
and will infiict other burdens upon them ; it will

not fre*^ traile and cummerce from thesharkles which
now bind them, and will deprive the (iovernment
of the power of reirulaling and encouraging those

interests upon which the prosperity of the Colony
de]>ends.

There can be no permanent or lasting nnion with
Canada, unless terms be made to promote and foster

Ihe material and pecuniary interests oi this Colony.
The only link which binds this Colony to Canada is

Imperial. The people must be better olf under Con-
federation than aloup, or they will not put up with it.

We are told, Sir, that public works are to be under-
taken. I answer that they may do good to some, but
the supplies both of food and raiment will come from
the Cnited States, who will in reality reap the lion's

share of the benefit ; an<l, what is more, as soon as

the money was expended the people would begin to

consider whether they were equally well off under Con-
federation, as they might be under another (Jovern-

ment; and if a change should be desir'-d, it is perfectly

plain that Canada cannot use force to kecpthe people of
this Colony within the Dominion, they must he bettor

off under Confederation than alone, or they will

not stop in the Confederacy.
Our true course. Sir, judging from the statistics is

not to look to Canada, but to seek to extend our
markets for our natural productions, and to obtain
an agricultural productive population. I say. Sir,

that there is no neee?sity for us to join Canada ; we
can get on very well by ourselves at present.

The Hon. Attorney General says Canatla will tako
over our debts, but 1 say. Sir, that our debt in pro-
porlion to our population is very little more per bead
than that of t^anacla. When I state this. T mean that
Indians arc very large consumers and producers, and
ought to be reckoned with the population. Our expen-
-^es v.'ill soon l>e much smaller. What I mean. Sir, i",

liu'.t r.t the endoflSTl. this Colony will save $r)0,0(tO,

for (.ne of the loans will have expired, thus saving us
$.'?(>,()0n, and fioating loans will be funded, and we
shall save ten or twelve thousand by that.

I shall not go into the question of Canada beln^f

able to defend this Colony; 1 do not believe. Sir, that

Canada is able to defend itself. Oreat Britain has
taken away her standing army. Canada will very
soon be required to pay for the few tr"tnps*that aro
left, and in the next place they will be asked to con-
tribute to the expense of keeping up the navy.

Confederation would make tho IJominion territo-

rially greater, but wouhl in oa«e of war, be a source
of weakness. It is peojdo, not territory, that makes ft

country strong and powerful. To be Ptrong, the union
mustbo ofpeople, and in my opinion *hat condition ia

Avanting. I feel certain that Her Majesty's Government
has no wish to be put to the expense of defending the
country. No wish to be involved in quarrels with tho

Fnited States. No wish to keep Canada depending
upon her support, but rallicr a wish to force her into

independence, to get rid of her altogether.

I am opposed lo Confederation, because it will not
serve to promote the industrial interests of this

Colony, but on the contrary, it will serve to ruin
many, and thus bo detrimental to the interest and
progress of the country. I say that Confederation


