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What wov.ld happen if \vc wcif soparatcd ? I do not wish to

siivc ilic inipic-it^ion that ihr lion. incni'xT for Lothinierc meant
to pin tin- question H\ii •^Iikc wc arc (ui that ground, it is

"I'll lliai cviTvliody >1iijuI(| ~iati' his thoujiiit.

\V hat |)osition would we Ko in, shtil iii vithou* access to the

sea during all tiie uintci- months ? How could we di^fend our

immense frontier' ^\hat part of the National Debt would we
have to assume? What woidd li the customs duties of the i)rov-

inees with which we now trade freely? l'iiiall\ in what position

would our Jieople nut^ide of (^Uetiec lie'

It is true tliiit our province has, too often, lurii ihr hull of

uujnst attacks, and that insulting; words have not lieen economised
on our account, Hut would all th.'.i he cnouirh to jtisiify us in

demaiiilini: ! he liic'ikiuii <<\ a pad, ,-i pact tii,'it has friven us the

result- winch I sumniaiized for you a few moments since''

If we claiice towards the neifilihoritin rejiuMic we will lind

there a jjreat lesson in union, and ,in encourapinn example. The
.Vmerican Confederation has existed for einhty years. The
States were vieiiiR with each other in woik, enthusiain and
ami)ition lo afjciandize the common countiy. when there arose

the (piestion of freeing the nefiroc^. And this almost ruined

lh;tt crcat republic. The ipiarrel, iie^un in th.c new>papers and
on public platforms, cariied on hitterly in ( oiiirress, led the

adversaries on to the liattlefield. 'i'hai was the Civil War, that

warofsece,ssion which cost our neighbors the lives of "lOo.ddd men,
almost a million wounded, and two billions of dollars,

.\nd what citne .about after so much devastation, sn great

miser\ . such expenilittire of blood" Heconciliation, fiuitful

union thai ha- dc\(|(iped, enriclnd, anil atrgrandi/'.cii in ll;

phenomenal in,iniici \(iti knov ol, the Americ.an l!c])iil.>lic. and
given her that power, thanks to which she is going, together

with the .\llies. to preserve to ilic human race right, justice and
liberty. ' Long applati^e, '

We compl.'iiii iif insults and appeals to i)rij\idici- but our

fathers endurid the same treat tnent under all the regimes, that

of 1700, that of 1704, in 1771, in 17!»1, still iimie in ISKI. .and

es[)<^eially in the last sixt\- years wc ha\e been constantly, cons-

tantly subjected to in>ult by ixilitician- to gratify the appetite

for power arid 'he lust for patronage.


