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The Commercinl certainly enjoys a very much
larger circulation among the business community
of the vast region lying between Lake Superior

--and the Pacific Codst, thau any other paper ia Can-
ada, daily or weckly. By a thorough system of
personal “solicitation, carried out annually, this
journal has been placed upon the desks of the
majority of business men in the district designated
above, including Northwest Ontario, the Provinces
of Manitoba and British Columbiz, and the Terri-
tories of Assiniboia, Alberta and Saskatchewan,
The (" ) ¢iainlso hesthe lead wholesal
commission, manufacturing and financial houses of
Eastera Canada,

WINNIPEG, DECEMBER 20, 1897,

CIVIC MATTERS

Beforo The Commercial apbears
agan, tho municipal eclections will
havo taken place., ‘There are many
Important questions which will como
befero  the civie rujers Jdaring the
next yeaxr, and it is to be foped that
tho most suitable men will be elccted.
Two members of the Loaxrd have been
elceted by acclamation, and they are
both good men. Mr. Horace Wilson
bag-proved Nim:elf o very useful, and
painstaking! member of the councll in
tho past. He lhas not slirked the
work devolv.ng upon him -as a member
of the courci, aud has devoted inorc
tine to tho interesty of the city thau
is castomaxry with most aldermen, Mr.
J. AV, Horn is a new man for the city
couneil, but we believe he wiil makda
conscientious and industrious alder-
men. . So much for the clections by
geclamation. 1€ the remajning mem-
hers-afl average .up a;-good, the coun~
ct for 1898 will compare favorably
with mevious years, ..

@or the mayoraliy there avo two
mex i the field—dir, E. F. Hutchinga
and Aldermanp Andrews, Tile sym.
patlues of The Commercial are natur~
aliy with Ar. Hutellngs, from the
fact that Lo may bo considered o, rep-
resentative business man. Winnlpeg is
first ond foremost @ commeorcial city,
and it seems fit that « leading Lus-
oS mant should sit in the mayor’s
choflr, if not every Jyear, ut lesst in
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most years., Mr. Hutohings has Leent
one of tho mest sucoessiul business men
of tho city. Xis busdnesg hag ;srown
up here, and hio s done o great deal
toward extending the trade of Wia-
mpeg througnout all pa;rta of Wast-
o Capada, It is reaconndlie 1o wup-
poso that a puccessful busness man
would pos.ois the abllity and energy

neces,ory to successiully  serve  the
oiby. DBoside, .possessiug  tlhese  re-

qusites, Mr. Hutchiugs® has been an
sctivo member of the city councll jn
tho past, ang m this capacity worked
energotically 1o advaace the interests

_of tno city.

1t hps sometimes been charged thnt
the lead.ng business wen do Doe take w3
mucl: smiterest a3 they shwould w clvie
nofoars,  Perunps there ts pood reason
for te cnarge. It would cervajuly
appear te be the duty of busitess wen
to toke a Lvely incerest in vie wifales
ot tho ery.  Winhipes has not always
veel, well governed,  There nap olten
peek mueh necd 0l 1L Al a0 of o
10w leaoaig, business men i aiveciing
wio aulatrs ol tue cioy. Lt vhie ward
sy~tomr were abolsfied, 3t would no

aoubo poe eagier to reeure
goou men 1or vhie coutt-
ol The ward gyecwem we believa s

one of tho pruciple hindrasces to e
c:ect.on OF & more represamidtive
covnal. It vhose who compla of vhe
dliftcalty in securing good wmen to come
out for election as aldermel, would
pgitato  agalust tho waxd system,
oy would be movaig in une dixeciion
ol sccomplshing the desired result.

OUR VACAND LANDD
A committee of the Winnipeg Loard
of trade has under conslderation the
question of tho settlement of our va-
cant lands, The Commercial proposes

takmg abahd in this work, We have -

reeently published several Hustrations
which give aun ocular cemonstration of
the rosults accomp ished by settlers in
Alanitoby. Thds week woilve another
illustration, showing the iine group of
farm buildings owned by « settler near
Winlpeg, Whelt it §s kuown that this
man started with very limited.means,
the fllustration will mive a, lesson
which could hardly be convoyed in
worde. The Commercial is having 3,
number of similar engrayvivgs.-prepared,
which will be puklished from time to
time, by means of which we hope to
fiecomplish mugh good.

Tue articlo in this issue, in connec-
tion with the jllustration referred to,
s not in any senso exaggerated. It is
a plaln statement of facts, Manitoba
offers homes—gennine humes “~r those
who are able and willing to becomo
tillers of tito soll. Mhiose who live on
rvented property, in cither city or coun-
try, can haxdly bo sald to possess
hiomes, Thoe settler in Manitobg, can
possess &, real boms, Jrom which he
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can gain an independent and comfort-
able Jivelihood, While +the Manitoba
farmer cannot lterally sit under his
own vine sud tig troe, he can rost in
the ghade of some other kind of a, treo
and enfoy the knowledge of the fact
that bo is his own magter, is depen-
dent upon no ono, and Is gure at leasy
of a. comfortable living,

ROUTES 10 THE YUKON

It I8 réported by wire from Ottw
wua that the Canadian Pacltio Rall-
way Cowpany is pressiug  the gov-
ernment for asslstancs in bullding a
railway to connect the Stikine river
with Teslin  lake, and thus open a
means of quick transportation to
Yukon. Tho railhway company, it s

_ further sald, will put on a line of

steamers to run as far as the Stikine
river, where connections will bs
made with o line of river steamers.of
Hight draft, to run to the head of-uavi-
gation on the river named. Irom the
Stikine river to Teslin lake, there is
a portage of about 100 miles which
will require to be bridged In some
way, to cxpedite trapsportation by
this route. Theo country is sald to
present no difficulties in the way of
building a. rallway. Onee Teslin lake
Is reachied, navigation down to the
Yukon can be resumed.

THE EDMONTON ROUTL

It is reported that AMayor McDoug-
all, has recelved a telegraniirom Wm,
Pugsiey, of St. Jom, N, B, closing the
deal for the Edmonton District rall-
way on behalf of an English syndi-
cate. In 1895 the peonle of Xdwons
ton secured o charter from the Domin.
ion governwment for o road to be called
the Edmonton Bistriet railway, to run
frons Tdmonton to Fort Assinibolne,
o the Athabasen river and thence
nortlhnresterly to the Peace river. The
idea in securing the charter was to
open ul the rich agriculiural country
north of Edmounton, Since thischar-
ter was secured the gold discoverles
in Yukon Lmve attracted mucl attens
tion tv the Edmonton district, in con.
nection with tle possibilities of opens
ing a route or routes tv Yukon, via
Edmonton, Last fall Mr. Pugsley, re-
férred to above, visited Edmouton and
secured an option on thuischiarter. The
principal conditions of the preliminary
agreeement were, that connection
should be made with the Calgary and
Edmonton rallway at South Edmon-
ton and the road extended northwest~
ward {rom Edmonton, Mr. Pugsley
also agreed to cstablish steumers on
the water route northward from Eda
monton with a view to developing
travel to Yukon, via Edwonton, 2%
onee, while the proposed rallway was
under construction. In The Commer-
clal ot October 18, Ny, Pugsloy's plans
in counection with this proposed road
were glven in detall, If Mr. Pugsley



