
THE AUTONO-MY BILLS.

We copy, as a mnati er of record, the opinion of -Mr. Christo-

plier Robinson, K.C., as publislied in the daily papers, on some

of fthe constitutional questions whici have corne before the Ilouse

of Commons for discussion on the Bis providing- for the forma-

tion of the new Provinces in fthe North-West. That great lawyer

and recognized authority speaks as follows:

'''li riglif of the Dominion Parliament to impose restrictions

upon the Provinces about to be forrned in dcaling witli tlie sub-
ject of education and Separate sehools is, 1 fhink-, niot beyond

question. This -would require more consideration than 1 have

been able yet to -ive fo if, and must ultimiafely be settled by
judicial decision. 1 am asked, liowever, whetlier Parliament is

consfîtufionally bound fo impose any such resfriction, or wheflicr

if exisf.s otherwise, and I amn of opinion in flic negative. I nmst

lie borne in mind that I arn concerned only witi flic question of
legal obligation. Wliat the Parliament ought fo do or should do

in flic exercise of any power wýhicli tlicv possess is not within the

province of counsel. Sucli a restriction I appreliend miust exist

or may lie irnposed, if af ail, under flic provisions of s. 9:3 of flic

Brifisli Norfli America Acf, 1867, anci on the ground of flicir

application fo flic Provinces now fo be formed. If fliat section

applies if would seemn f0 require no cnactrnent of our Parliament

fo give if cifeef, and, if not, no sucli cnacfinient, so far as I arn

aware, is ofhcrwisc made necessary. Upon flic wliole, I arn of

opinion fliaf s. 93 docs nof apply fo flic Provinces now about f0

bc csfablislied. Ifs provisions would appear fo me fo be intcnded

for, and confincd to, flic then Province and to thie union formed

in 1867. There is not in any part of flic -Norfli-Wesf Territories,

as a Province, any riglif or privilege wifli respect to denomina-

iicinal. sehools posscsscd by any class of persons, crcatcd by thie
Province, or cxisfing at sucli union, and a riglit subscqucnfly

u-sfablislied by flic Dominion in fthc part now about to lic made
a Province does not appear fo nie fo corne wifthin flic enactment."

The Central Law Journal, in a note o flic case of Kaiser v.

St. Loutis Transit Comnpany, dccided in flic St. Louis Courtof

-Appeals, discusses flic question w'letlier, and fo what. cxfcnf, in
an, action for pcrsonal injuries, services rendered by members


