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COMPLETE INDEPENDENCE.

'T'lhe mercantile calling woutild appear to
possess a charni for most ien beyond
that of other pursuits, probably becaise
there is of necessity so munc of outward
show connected.î therewith. 'he retailer
especially imust have a ie)l assoted
stock and place it to the best aimnge
to teipt the waverimg purchaser, and this
appearance of more or less splendor munst
ie maintaimed although baikîtruptcy nay

be barely averted, and hie be at his wits'
ends how to imeet a mîaturing inote. This
inward trouble is carefully concealed, andi
the great anjority of his acquaintances
andti customers are probably envying him
his apparent vealth. Even wlhen the
crash cornes iL is often attributed to any
but the real cause. It is not the inLeun-
tion here to enter into an entimerationof
the proportion of traders wlio fail
but let nerchants look arounid their otwn
neighiborhood and reckron thîe business
changes that have occurred, say vithin
the last ten years,'-how nany of thîeir
old competitors are now in business,-
how many have 'etired with a fortune ?l
The pries waill be found to be few antid
far between. This being the case, it is a
matter of surprise tlat so fetv business
men avail themselves of the advantages
of life insurance, particularly of that
fori of it known as the I endownent
plan." In this, respect we cannot do
better than reproduce part of an article
under tie above heading fron the New
York histrancc imes for March:

The aen of vigor, iworth and ability vhio
allow themselves too litte i iitellectual repose
and restorative diversion formi a ltinerons
host. \Vithout soie secure rest and comfort
for the inild, it must inftilibly suffer from con-
tant wvear, and iten iL is comupetely brokien

down, the loss is trretiimable, rendering life
anî even the -whole worild, coit it be acquired
of little vailue or service to the possessor. Ant
what, arter atl, is the anticipateud reivard and
compîîensationu for so great a sacrifice ? Is it the
gratification of the individual's piide and love
of riches for their own or his. own sake'? No;
the matn of business is seldomî personally selfisht.
\heti lie is striving to aittaimi allhitence or to

accuimulate aealth le is not prone to take so
narrow a view of the benafits of ils acquisitionî,
or to consider it other than a means of contri-
batiuug to tlie satisfaction, independence and
happiness of those nearest to fin and imost b-
loved. Every iain of observation and intelli-
gence knows that no0 busimess mii tw'hich he iay
be engaged, hovever prosperous, is altogether
certaim ii its operation and )erfectly' secutre ii
ils stability and permanence. 'lhe tictuations
of trade and tle rising and falling of vales,
contimually alternating or taking place in the
commercial and money markets, expose almost
every busimess, by such changes, ofteln abruupt,
unexpected and eventful, to caltamiitousreverses
and failure, and merchants and manufacturers,
previously ricI, pow'erful and tbriving, are thius
plunged suddenly into bankruptcy, and after all
aît tast die penitess, leaving theiili heirs a legacy
QI' poverty and distress, instead of the huniidreds
of thousands or millions they confidently ex-
pected to bequeaith. These voluîntaîry slaves of
busimess were not left ignorant of more trust-
worthy, prompt and unfailing means of shield-

ing their lamiities sgaiist the degradation and
sulfering that w'ait on dependenit mdigence ,
which lfte insurance ailbrds ; but when its
agent souglit Ilin, and called thieir attention
to its nierits to prevait on tilhein to accept ils
protection, his visit wvas perlaps reselted as
un inuioni, Wvl t loÇtilness an ch1 tillilng resel'îe.
Tlat it siiotlîl bc iani a d l'or. nua Inimnît
thalt tIhey could possibly tver l'ait to preserve
themîselvus and tileir familles li amlnuenca and
high social rank, w%'as regarded as an ilsult to
hlir worth, power ani dignily. :Yet are those

standing highest in self-estiiiuatiuii lie very
miten who, whllenl they' fall, sm' k the lowvest, la.it
are left by the flicde and ruthless goddess Foi-
tune i thte miost despairing andiil lajec cmndiion.
When they begin to roll downi the hill -they do
not stop til they reach the bottlon. Their re-
verses net only cost them their riches, but sueen
itso b delrive Ment of Ile lijrit ud iialty

toi reovaiy. On ie I liet- sand, tie ina n w lîo
aiply inosures lis lifle for ttie protection and
welfîre of his famoily, secures at once a great
moral and nateril gain and lastiig advanage
for himself during lie and for lis fîînîily at1er
lis death. In the first plîter, le uîloîaîs lis
miiind of the incubus of htiniiig eare and lar-
assing solicitudte. Iln freeing hinself froim this
buîrdien, lie adds to Iis sirengtli and eilîances
bis abliliy to ligIl i h l le oflite and immeas-
urably improves his e ainces of success. The
roit of his occupalion is lessened, his patl ts

sinootlmieal, iand bis iîjitd is fortified vi i htea
calîta aod conlent biera oCt'lie coiîscioîbaoaa-s or'
a cliefdity's fifillment. If disappointient and
intsfortunc visit hlim, li bears Ilim with greater
fortitude and resignation, becaise lie kIows
that the beings cherishîed most in his affection
are provided for, and'thiat ail tis success coiiild
have broîglit is alreaily in store foi thelm
against the hour of bereairenient and need. [le
has made thet indepîendeit. le las donc so
by the aid or lire insurance, and lin thits world
and land of vicissitude il lias cone lu pass lhait
few irise and provident milen feel thîat they or
their fnilies are or cau be made really amîd
permitnently independent withouit life ilisiirnce.
Not a few of our greatest ierchants and otlher
men of wealth and distinction acknowle'dge
this truth, îlot onlyî' i lheory, blt in pnaetice,
by insuring tleir lives lin onle or more of oml
life inîsuîranîce institutions, possessed df til am-
plitude of resources, clairacter and ability for
the full and faitliftul fulifillient or their pledges.
If mn ofsuch solid ivealth, cleai- f'oresigtht and
su%1perior abilitty secure certain indepeudence for
their faniiles by lite insurance, wvhat excuse is
there for the neglect of this luiifest duty 011
the part of others depeiding for itheir siplort on
their salaries daily and weelcy w'ages, or a
business comparatively small and insecure
Lite insirance is the 'best handimaid of tru
liberly.

MNISTER OF AGRICULTUJRE'S
REPOT.

The annual report of the Minster of
Agriculture was submitted on the 1lth
mat., and contains a good dealof interest-
ing information a summary of which nay
be found interesting

The total numtiber of cattle imîported and
suibjected to quarantine wlei'e:-Improved
breeds of cattle, 620; milch cows, 98; calves
born la quarantine, 33; total, 751. The number
of pure-bred sheep imlorted ' for the samne
purposes was 1,179, and 53 pies. The axport
trade showed a falliiig-oflf a %oth cattle and
slicep. The niumber exported througth Canîadian
ports vas :-Cattle, 45,535 ; sheep, 62,40t. Iln
addition it is estinated there were shîippîed
througli United States ports 7,965 cattle and
9,465 sheep.

'The number of patents granteil duîring tbe
year was 1,732, against 1,408 in 1880, and the
fees. received: amounted to $52,856, against
$42,141 last year. The total nunber of regis-
trations of copyrights, trade markzs, &c., Vas
451.

The total inimber of arrivals of immigrant
passengers and settlers was 117,01 agiast
85,850 in 1880, and 61,052 in 1870. The arrival
or immigrants by the St. Lawrence route wis
as 'ollows

bOti. 1000. 18S10. 1078. 1877. 1876.
30,238 24,997 17,251 10,295 7,741'J 1,90L
The unmber of iimîîigrants who arrivel durinig
thL last ù years, and wio ivere reorted by Ile
agents of the departmient as lmîvimg stated
their intention to settle in Caniada was as fol-
lows:-

170 187- 1570 1879 1000 1881
25,633 27,082 29,807 10,492 38,505 47,991
There was an increanse tlis year oI' arrivais at
Q ebec of' 5,241. There ias ilso an incraise
ait the suspension bridge of 10,067. The vaiue
of thle personal cîects of ibnigrants entered
at the tistom House as settlers' goods amnoint-
ed i 1881 to S437,425, agailist $335,899 Ilhe
previouls a' . Tlic V'lle ii imonley iîd pro-
îîrty bioîglît by the i,,,igrai1 , itie
couiiitry la 1881 was over -4,0 7 ascertai-
ed, besides a very large iimioiut unascertained.
Il addition to tlis amniiiiit there were very
large aiimuiints niiniscertîiied, but undoubtedly
very coisiderable, vatues of' tools, inipleiuents
and efbects, brouglt by theni, of which there
are no mîîeans of talîkmig anîy accoiniit. if
the 30,238 immigrants for Oanadla reportedl ut
Qiicbec lîlst y6111, 13,164 %'enm Eluglial, 9,600
Scaîdiniais, 3,785 Irisi, and 2,800 scoti.
The ellbrîs of the agents of the departinaîit
have bee iily directedtu tohL bringing out
of agriculturists, vith capital, together with
agrieultural liborers and flemale doiiestic ser-
vitiIs. All the agricultural laborers who cane
vere placed la situations. The demîand for
this class of laborers in Ile Spring niîd Siiiiiier
tins not satisttil. Al throughi tlhe season, andt
even alter the Winter set Ili, the denand wvas
good. 'lie iminigration of artizans and Ichba-
nias lias beau maiily imoved by tle dtiands
cf 'their several trades, and the numîbers which
arrived fell very faru short of the demiand, espe-
cially ii vester.n maniufactunng cities and
towos, wliere twite is many coulîld have been
satisfittorily placed. 'Tlie niuibei of emîîigranîts,
chiiay chldre , broiglit to aitiada unîder
charitable auspices vîls last year 727, against
672 lit 1880 and 478 in 1879.

'T'lie per cap//a cost of settlers 10 the Govern-
nient for a n biiiiher or years past las been is
l'olows

Settlers. CJost,
1875 .......................................19,243 S 1L4 00
1876 ......................... ,490 19 60
1877 ............ ....-...... ........... .....15,323 12 00
1878 ................................ ... 18,372 9 63
1879----·..--.--- .....·. --... 30,717 5 74
1880............ .... ..................... 27,544 6 59
1881 ..... ......... . ....... 32,587 6 32

Tlîo exîloit of hoîsphtel of' Ilioîe 011111iiied10
15,601 tous, vlu i te aI me239,93 ougilinst 12,000
tons last year. A Iaragrapil raterring tu the
lazaretto ait Traendie, Gloucester, N.B., stales
tliere are now' 22 iiinmtes, represening alt the
stages of leprosy. one lailhit occorredau d
seven nev cases admittel. The total expîenti..
tur duatriig Ithe year on accouit of the' ceists
was $333,OtS.

The total number of persons wvho went to
Mllanitoha and the Nrthiitt-West ini 1881 is re-
portel in round nuibers to have been 28,600,
ascertained ils fol s :-Reported at Emîterson,
27,212; Grahlai's party f'rom tlle i'esteri1
States, ;99 along the frontier front Elierson
to Fort BeInton, 1,000. The tiationnlities were:
-- Fron Europe, 3,340; Canada, 21,513; United
States, 3,758. Deducting 17 per cent, loi' fout-
iig )o)aiont, it is estiiiated tli t 22,000 settlei
i lantoba aId the Nortli-West.

TIlE ANGLO-FRENCHI TREATY.

The convention regulatinî the commercial
and maritiie relhtions betweei Great Britaini
and France, signed at Paris, February 28thi,
lias just been publislied. The preatimble re-
cites:-
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