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courts. Do we pver think of what a
vasi; number of people there are in jail
and what a great loss snd au, enor-
mous expezise their being there means
to the State? The cost of catehing,
proeecuting aud supportiug criminals
is one of the. largest items of publie
expenditure, to say nothlng of the far
preater loss involved iu the witlidraw-
ai of these men from useful citizen-
ship. W. are in<cliued to look on
crime as inevitable, but it ie very
Iargely, if not entirely, preventable.
Criminals, unlike poets, are made, uot
born, and they are for the moet part
made in childhood. Criminsi careers
begin in childhood. The characters
of adulte are fixed by time snd habits.
Traiued in honesty a man remains
honeet. Habituated to crime lie is an
unreformable criminal. Cliildren are
plastic, meu are malleable. A child
le a lump of putty, soft and easily
moulded, snd takiug its character
from its surroundings. Graduxslly its
actions harden luto habitsand habits
shape its d'estiny.

Despite the undeniably great influ-
ence wiih ?ieredity exerts ou the inl-
dividual both mentally aud physic-
ally, it has no direct effeet ou hie
moral cliaracter. His morale are
primarilY the resuit of hie environ-
ment. IsuJ4recty, as we shail present-
ly sec, heredity is ofteu a very import-.
sut f actor. Tnherited mental sud
physical characteristies ofteu doter-
mine the. exilent to which a per4>u is
affected by euvironmental influences,
good or bad. But morale are not
tiiemselvea iuherited. A chlld cornes
into the. worId neitiier moral uor im-
moral but simply unmoral. 1Right
living ie something that muet be se-
quired. The. ides that babies are boru
as criminas, once popular, has been
found to be fais.. It ls a impossible
that a cliild can b. boru a criminal as
that it eu b. ýboru with s kuowlodge
of the. Greok language. That a crim-
imal could b. recognized by certain
physical characterietico or stigmata
was at oue time a commun opinion.
mhat le not truc. These indications
point, not to crimiuality, but to def e.-

tive meutality. A person of alinor-
mal meutality le flot neemarily a
criminel but lie iS much more likely
to become oue than a person of aver-
age intelligence, 'becauSe lu tbc first
place b. lias not sufficient intelligenc
to, appreliend that liappiness depends
uPon well doiug and, secondly, lie lias
net sufficient power of self-control to
enable hlm steadily to pursue ian adop-
ted course of action. Epibepsy is
often acconiipanied by anti-social ten-
deucies which frequently occasion the
most revoltîug crimes. Low or ab-.
normai mentality, feeb1e-miudedness
and epilepsy are ail liereditary and
wlien these conditions are accoin-
panied by crime the. only effective
remedy le usually permanent inist$tu.
tionai care. These cases are the des-
pair of the. JuLvenîle Court, sud whie
the. perceutage of 'them. axuoug first
offeuders le amail, they account for a
mucli larger proportion of the. re-
pesters.

Iu the e of a certain number of
chuldreu, delinqueucy is due te pliy-
sical defect. Adenoid- growth or oye
etrain or ear ache robs a child of
nervous force whicli is required for
carrying ou the ordinary functione of
the. body sud su abuormal condition,
le brouglit about which resiilts lu ex-
treme irritability, lack of self-cotro
and consequent delinqueucy. We had
a boy lu Ottawa wlie could not be
kept £romn stealing. Ho had s croe
neck due tesa elight spinal curvature.
W. straigiiteued lis ueck and h.
etopped the. thieving. A straight nec
kept i straiglit. He le uow fairIy
launclied ou a useful snd li9uest
career.

Apart fromn tiese abuormal cases,
whicli do uot together account for
more than from five to ten per ent.
of firet offeuders, the. child deln
queuta are ordinary normal chiloire
sud tlieir unfortu-nate moral condii)
le attributable to enviroument. Th-,


