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throughout the Empire; that the task of translating
in the twin fields of Defence and Diplomacy in-
formal into formal representations of the Dominions
is very hard to reconcile with the complete domestic
independence of each unit; and that all our most
valuable constitutional doctrines have been the fruit
of an evolutionary and not of a conscious or studied
process. This is true. But it ignores a real peril
to the Empire. In all things physical, mental,
and moral, great activities are followed by great
reactions. And the violence of the reaction is
generally determined by the violence of the
activity. The efforts made by all parties in this
War have been stupendous. It is certain that these
exertions will be followed in every belligerent
country by violent reactions. The Dominions
will not escape the influence of these currents of
opinion. “The captains and the kings depart,”
but there remain the memory of the dead, the pres-
ence everywhere of the maimed, and perhaps to
many of the bereaved the anxiety of financial pres-
sure. Canada has been and is overwhelmingly loyal,
but none the less a student of Imperial affairs should
give attention to the recent correspondence
between Mr. Bourassaand Capt. Papineau. Similar
problems survive even the immense influence and
prestige of General Botha in South Africa. In
Australia and New Zealand the loyaliy which is
endemic in these stubborn and homogeneous
peoples is reinforced by obvious local inducements
to a centripetal policy. But even here there are
forces which at a time of reaction are certain to
become both articulate and critical. In measuring
the probable extent and seriousness of such a reac-




