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Louiliin, \'.'>//i Ikcimiwi-, ISH^.

A.-^ 1 iiiii-t rrtiirii limiio liv thiy ni;i]it'!< mail, Mr. IIowo ami I !ia\e

iiiixiiiiislv ciPiit'crrcii iijioii tho sutijcct of tlic 'rrivisiirv Minuti' iTud ti> iih tiii^

iiiiTiiiii;:'. It accurately dcsfriix's the terms ]ir(i|Mise(i t<> the (lel<",'al('.-(

ill flic \Mrinii< iiiterx iiv.-i uiili whicli wc liuve h/'cii liondrcd iiy His 'Jrace

tlic (iil'iiiial Secretary ami tiic Jtiujit, l.IonoraMe tlie < liiuicellur ut' tho
F-\c|ie(|iier.

As I iiiiilersluml the matter, tie' ileli'i^.ates have (iKtaiiieil tlie assent of I for

ifajoj-ty's (Toveriuneiit to every proposition they have suliiiiittoil, and there
is no (litVorenco of (ipinidii except as to the siie^le imint nf ijio Hiiikinu" l''u)id.

As the lutcri'iildiiial ilailroad i.s a \*o!'k in wliidi the Imperial and
Cdloiral (jiivenuueiits are assumed to have a joint interc>t— as, in tiie

I'l'ovinces. we regard it as imli.^pensible to national defciii , and tu the

transportation to this country, in winter, of Ureadstnll's in cas,- war with the
United States shouhl evi'rarise. I li^pe that Mr. (iladstunc may he induced
to reconsider the mailer of the Sinkini; Fund, and that the I'aliini't may
l>e eiialiK'd to CHiniiicc I'ariiaiii.nt that, under all the cirenmslances of fhi.s

peculiar case, a Sinking I'und .slnnild not he insisted upon. Jiut if it is

—

>!'•. (iladstone haviiiir coii.sonted thivt tho iSinkiiig Fiiml may bo.invested
in <uir own or otln^r colonial securities— [ will not assume the r(>.<ponsihility

of perilliiii:- or delayimr this irrea! eui.er[)rise, hy rejcctiiiLT what the < liaiic Her
of Die lv\>'!ie(|uer and tii" Tahinct may reheard as an indisiiensihie condition.

1 Innc the iionor t>

(Sij,'n.xl)

'. dear Sir,

Yours truly,

S. L. III.LKV

Sir l'n;.i)i;i'.ic Ruijeu.s.

Mr. Tilhy lef London on the Kitii Kecemlier. Jfes.^rs. Sicntteand llow-

l.iml returned early in the foilowiuij: week. 'J'o my inlinite rcLn-ct, tliou<,'li

nearly all that we had .asketi had li(>eii conceded, and tlnuiirli the.siiiL'h? point
which liad not lieen yielded was tlic one which we hail lieei- a.-.snred Parlia-

ment could not yield, and a per.sistent demand fur w hich must he fatal to the

netrociation, still the ('anadian F'eh'i^'atrs appe.-ired in lie indisjiused to auree
to aiiythim,' which .slmuld hind them or the (lovernment they refiresented

to acc.i'pi the only ti>rm.> which ILjr Maji'sty's (iovortiment assured ii.s thcv
could obtain, itavin'.' sntisiied my.self that the views of ea(;h dele^'ation

must bo e.tpre.ssod in a separate pap(;r, I road the followimj: letter to Messrs.
Sicotle and irowlainl. as the expres.sion of my nwn. and .se„nt it to Sir

h'rederic Ko.2'erc5 on ihel'.ith Di'cember:

(Coi'V.)

Di'.AK Si SI,

^'.,. 10, S',c/.ri//r- Sfn-ff, lUi/i Drrembn: ISl'.:?.

Messrs. Sicotle and llnwlami returtn'il from I'aris \-esterday. I shnwed
them thv Treasury Minute, and diacu.ssed with tiiem tho whole subject
which it co\(irs. They will aildress to you. or to His (irac.o the Duke of
Newfa.stle. their xiew-, in a separate pa|)er. Xolhin,;,' remains for me,
therefore, bul, on llie pari of the (Miverniiieiit of >'ova Scotia, in jiccejit the


