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those vested British interests, which the British Government is now bound to

protect. When the whole territory shall have thus fallen in the possession of

an agricultural industriovis population, the question recurs, by what principle

will then the riglit of sovereignty, all along kept in abeyance, be determined?
The answer is obvious. In conformity with natural law, with that right of

occupancy for which Great Brtain has always contended, the occupiers of the

land, the inhabitants of the country, from whatever quarter they may have come,
will be of right, as well as in fact, the sole legitimate sovereigns of Oregon.
"Whenever sufficiendy numerous, they will decide whether it suits them best to

be an independent nation or an integral part of our great Republic. There can-

not be the slightest apprehension that they will choose to become a dependant
colony ; for they will be the most powerful nation bordering on the American
shores of the Pacific, and will not stand in need of protection against either their

Russian or Mexican neighbors. Viewed as an abstract proposition, Mr. Jefier-

son's opinion appears correct, that it will be best for both the Adantic and the

Pacific American nations, whilst entertaining the most friendly relations, to re-

main independent, rather than to be united under the same Government. But
this conclusion is premature; and the decision must be left to posterity.

It has been attempted in these papers to prove—
1st. That neither of the two Powers has an absolute and indisputable right to

the whole contested territory; that each may recede from its extreme pretensions

without impairing national honor or wounding national pride ; and that the way
is therefore still open for a renewal of negotiations.

2d. That the avowed object of the United States, in giving notice of the abroga-

tion of the convention, is the determination to assert and maintain their assumed
right of absolute and exclusive sovereignty over the whole territory; that Great
Britain is fully committed on that point, and has constantly and expliciUy de-

clared that such an attempt would be resisted, and die British interests in that

quarter be protected ; and that war is therefore the unavoidable consequence of

such a decisive step—a war not only necessardy calamitous and expensive,

but in its cliatacter aggressive, not justifiable by the magnitude and importance
of its. object, and of which the chances are uncertain.

3d. That the inconveniences of die present state of diings may, in a great de-

gree, be avoided; Uiat, if no war should ensue, they will be the same, if not

greater, without than under a convention; that not a single object can be gained
by giving the notice at this time, unless it be to do something not permitted by
the present convention, and t'lerefore provoking resistance, and productive of

war. If a single other advantage can be gained by giving the notice, let it be

stated.

4tli. That it has been fully admitted by Great Britain that, whether under or

without a convention, the United States have the same rights as herself, to trade,

to navigate, and to occupy and make setdements in and over every part of the ter-

ritory ; and that, if tins state of things be not disturbed, natural causes must ne-

cessarily give the whole territory to the United States.

Under these circumstances, it is only asked, that the subject may be post-

poned for the present; that Government should not commit itself by any prema-
ture act or declaration ; that, instead of increasing the irritation and excitement

which exist on both sides, time be given for mutual reflection, and for the sub-

dual or subsidence of angry and violent feelings. Then, and then only, can the

deliberate opinion of the American people on this momentous question be truly

ascertained. It is not perceived how the postponement for the present and for a

time can, in any shape or in the slightest degree, injure the United States.

It is certainly true that England is very powerful, and has often abused her

power, in no case in a more outrageous manner than by the imp rssmenof sea-er


