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*' Wc have few articles besides coarse linens and natural

produce, as corn and cattle, and probably some of the wool,

which we send by the Neckur and Rhine to Holland, that

would find their way to your markets at reduced duties ; but,

settle the preliminaries of a commercial treaty with Prussia,

and I presume there will not be much difficulty in Wurtemberg
adhering to it."

I will read another extract in relation to our conimerce with

Prussia : —
"M. Kuchn^, the Prussian Commissionary, is a gentleman

of intelligent views, and seems fully to comprehend the import-

ance of the commercial treaty with England, but argues our

Corn-laws are the supreme obstacle. He is at the same time

said to be the most skilful member of the Congress."

And again—
•* Baron Smit, the Wurtemberg minister at the Bavarian

Court, the project<»r of the Germanic Union, tells me, that he

can discover no objection whatever in meeting the views of

foreign states, to a reasonable extent, in reducing the high

duties in the Germanic tariff, provided that such states will act

with something like reciprocity towards Germany ; but he also

contends that the British tariff' ranges much higher than the

Germanic tariff as twenty to thirty per cent, compared to ten

per cent., and on linens, and every article from Germany, as

wood, corn, and some other natural produce^ much higher."

On the 14th July M. Kuchne said,

—

*' If any arrangement be entered into, you must begin at

Berlin, and a reduction of your corn duties to a fixed rate must
be preliminary to any understanding as to a reduction on our

part of duties on your commodities.
'' Without saying how such an arrangement could be effected,

I alluded to the proposed reduction of the duty on timber, and

such as would probably be made on some other articles, as

linens, Nuremburg wares, mineral water, &c, ; but he took his

stand upon corn, saying the other reductions were but of little

consequence."

Those extracts with which I have troubled the House will

show how foreign trade has been affected by the Corn-law

system, which has been said to work so well that no system

can be better devised. So much with regard to their effect.

But we have been told that some protection is necessary. I

w^ould not, if such were the opinion of the House, object to a

fair protection ; but what I object to is the present mode of


