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in England there was only one high-minded gentleman there,

and even that one was in the habit of traducing the hospitality

which he enjoyed. If people despise aristocracy as much as

they say they do, would they be likely to talk quite so much

about it? So far from the British people being the most

abject slaves of aristocracy, they are the one nation in Europe

which would never tolerate the existence of a noblesse and

always insisted on the equality of high-born and low-born

before the law. Aristocracy has survived in England for the

very reason that there alone its privileges were closely curtailed

and its arrogance was jealously repressed. In England, as in

other countries, aristocracy as a political power is about to pass

away, and there will be other and more rational guarantees of

order and stability for the future. But I do not believe that

the British aristocracy is worse than other rich and idle classes

;

I do not believe it is worse than the idle sons of millionaires in

New York. It has at least some semblance of duties to

perform. All its sins are committed under an electric light and

telegraphed to a prurient world, which by its very craving for

aristocratic scandal shows that it has a flunky's heart. As to

the pomps and vanities of life they seem to me to be pretty

much the same on both sides of the Atlantic. Assured rank,

indeed, is less given to display than new born wealth. Surely

all our studies of the philosophy of history and social evolution

have not been utterly in vain. We ought to know by this time

that in a land old in story and full of the traditions and

relics of the past, beneath the shadow of ancient cathedrals,

gray church towers, legendary mansions and immemorial oaks,

—

a land, of which the trim and finished loveliness bespeaks


