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" My Brothers, as you have shown yourselves such

true friends, wo feel hound in gratitude to inform

you that an army of six thousand English will shortly

arrive here, and tliat another army of three thousand

is gone up the lakes, to punish the Ottawas and

Oji])was. A third has gone to the frontiers of

Virginia, where they will he joined by your enemies,

the Cherokees and Catawhas, who are coming here

to destroy you. Therefore take pity on your women

and children, and get out of the way as soon as

possible. We have told you this in confidence, out

of our great solicitude lest any of you should be hurt

;

and we hope that you will not tell the other Indians,

lest they should escape from our vengeance."*

This politic invention of the three armies had

an excellent effect, and so startled the Indians that,

on the next day, most of them withdrew from the

neighborhood, and went to meet a great body of

warriors, who were advancing from the westward to

attack the fort. On the afternoon of the twenty-

sixth, a soldier named Gray, belonging to the garri-

son of Presqu'isle, came in with the report that,

more than a week before, that little post had been

furiously attacked by upwards of two hundred Indians

from Detroit, that they had assailed it for three days,

repeatedly setting it on fire, and had at longth under-

mined it so completely that the garrison was forced

to capitulate, on condition of being allowed to retire

^ MS. Report of Alexander M'Kee, deputy agent for Indian affairs

at Fort Pitt.
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